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“Trach: init Primitive parity, 


His mi Ree and< | 

ptifed Believers, as fuch} 


of hand's upon 
with P: ayer for the Spirit of Prémufe is proved, to be a | 
holy and divine Inftitution ot Jefus Chriit, amd accor- 
dingly: pratticrd by the Apofties and primitive Saints, - 
Together Be 
With the teftimony of many famous Writers, both 


Antient, and of later times concerning it. 


By 
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} 1i9 141. [am and dep, yet de 
Lferger thy Preeepes, 

Ifa. 58.12. Andehey that be of thee, build} 
the old waft places, thou halt raife up the foumdati- 
ons of many Generations ,- and fhall be called the re- 
past of the breach, the reftorer of paths to dwell im, 
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Epiftle Dedieatory. 


pa 


| Unto the Congregations of our Lord 


 Jefus Chrift, who upon confe/fion of 


Faith baye been Baptized, and are 
pofition of Hands in South — 


‘under im 


7 ‘ Wales, Grace, Mercy, and Peace be 


~ 


Brethren 


Otwithfeanding che glorious L 
he heros Ligh | 
. anthefe latter times, yer we fee | 
grofs darknefs covering the face .« 
ofthe Earth; nay, andourHea- 
P vens are not fo clear as we hope e’re long to be- 
bold them, for although rhe Light come, yet 
the glory of Lord is but arifing day, ours 

is but the et or day, and 
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The Eptftle Dedicators. 
poor Sion is but a looking forth-of the Wilder- 
nefs and from hence it is, there is fo many diffe- 
_rences and divifions amongft us, we {peak as we 
See and according to the Light we have received, 
and accordingly we are bound by the authority 


of Divine precept to walk : God gradually dif- 1 
covers himfelf , and the Order and of 


his Heufe and Worfhip wato us, and though 
we ftill are labouring under many difficulties, 
having-had much Rubbith to remove (like as the 
Children of Jfrse/ had, when they came out of 
the feventy years captivity ) and «many have 
“endéavoured to weaken our hands ,. yet through 
‘gafinite ¢ race, we may fay the foundation of rhe 
Honfe of God is laid; Though fome who 


would build cannot find the Wall, and others 


‘five to bring in a ftone of Babylon for a Cor- | 
mer, whilft foyne others endeavour to caft away 


‘aprinciple Pillar, becaufe it hath lain.a long 


-timecorrupted andcovered amongft the Anti- 
Chriftian Rubbifh. Reformation is a glorious | 
work , and tis that weall long and breath afters | 


Mr. D s. hath been helpful of late co rhe Church 
of God ° in the bufinefs of Baptifm ) tut for 


 wantot furcher Light, lof his way on a fudden 


‘by which means I perceive mahy who are in one 
refpe& much behind him, m anothemare gor 
beforehim , and may (as far as judge 
get mto Canaan as {oon as he. 


fic, and it isto be lamented, that in fuch a day 


as raiswe fhould be forced to a work of this [ 


nature 


Impofition of § 
Hands isthe principle of our prefent controver- © 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory 
nature, our Brother upon this confideration was 
diifiwaded from doing rhat which we. fee now is 
ipublifhed to the world, and rather upon this ac- 


“count then any ovher, for few judged it would do 


the truth it felf mach injury, by mealening the 
‘hearts or hands of fuch as were eftablifhed in 
‘it, omenquiring after it, nay fome were realy 
to fudge it fcarce deferved an Anfwer: B.t o- 
thers confidering how well he wrote a little be- 


fore upon the other principle, had thoughis it 


might upen that account the more likely tend 


eo the intangling of the weak , and more unwary 


Chriftian. And now as touching my underta- 
king in the work 2s I judged my felf every 
ways uncapable in the refpect of others; fo it 
was not my thoughts nor purpofe to have been 


_ concerned , till Twas put upon it by fome in this 


City, and confidering the backwardnefs of o- 
thers in the matter , that did the more induce 
me thereto, And though it be but abruptly 


| done, yer fuch as itis, I here prefent to your 
| ferious perufal and confideration of all fuch, 


whofe Souls fong after the good, full reftora- 
tion and perfection of Sion, hoping the God 


> of Truth will make it find entertainment in rhe 


hearts of the humble, although I expect it will 


be flighted byfuch who are paflionately opinio- 


nated of their own attainments and perfwations, 


& and whorcthink it below them to receive inftructi- 


on from fuch who are inferiour to them. Ic is 


| the grief ef fome of your Souls (as I have 


ground to believe) tofee any whom you love. 
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TheE piftle Dedicatory. 
andtender in the Lord, fetting shemfe'ves 

inft fo holy an Inftitution of Jefus Chrit..bm 
Kotreset’ this you. will find in perufal of this 


efifuing difcourfe, though there are sop «many 
Baptized \Chriftians , utterly 
difalowing and rejefting of it ; nay ,and-feem 
not defirous to know or enquire after the mind of 
God herein , yet many godly perfons. both of 
Presbyterian and Independant per{wafion. (al- 
though dafk and negligent abour the bufinefs of 
Baptifm have breathed longed, and searched 
after the knowledge and difcovery. of this truth, 
fay and ‘have attained to a good underftanding 
and fatiffaction herein , having laboured after a 
perfee reftoration of it, to primitive  ufe 
and purity , refining and draining of it. from 
thofe corrnptions, and mutations of the Pop:() 
Church , not only in refpest of thofe aboming- 
ble additions, and mixtures of chrifm , and other 
ridiculous ceremonies in it’s adminiftration s but 
dlfo in refpe& of rhe fubje& co whom of right 
it doth belong, as doth abundantly appear ia — 
a Treatife of Mr. Jonarhan Hanmores, writ 1658 
about whichtime tis apparent their Spirits .were 
very hot upon it. find Mr. Carj/ (writing E- 
piftilary wi'e incommendation of the faid book) 
{peaking thus. Jconceive (faith he) she. learned 
Athour of theJe Elaborare exercitations bath 
d:firved well of the Churches, by clearing the 
Way of thofe admiffions from Scrapture veunds, 
and the contsrrene tcftimonyof many, beth An- 
tient and Modcra Writers 3. As alfo by 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 
_wering and removing thofe Pepifh additions and 
-pollutions which by fieps have crepe 

st. And further he fays that this ingenious 
and pious overture bolds forth more , then moft 


Churches have htherto atained. 


Alfo Mr. Hennings honeft and judicious .ex- 
preflions (in his Epiftle to the fame’ Treatife ) J 
can't wellomit ( {peaking concerning ) reforma- 
tion and godlinefs , faith he, Bather by reafon 
of our dim fightedne/s , being nor ableto fee afar 
off , nor penetrate inte the depth and bottom of 
them , or by reafon of the-abufive traditions; and 
corrupt gloffes, with which for many Ages tecy 
heave been clouded and over-caft , many truths 
feem not to be fo clear, but they need further 
clearing , among ethers fuch tas relate 10 Churth 
Difeipline andorder., for a long time been 
under debate , and not without fome confiderable 
advantage , thengh I humbly conceive we have 
not attained fo far as to be already perfit , Jt 
remains thereforethat we pre{Sforward, and not be 
Jo paffionately fond of eur prepoffeft cenceptions, 
as not tobave the patience to confider what may be 
ofcredtous , efpecially by fuchus are well-wifhers 
to Sion , and defirous to fee the Gofpel Temple in 
it’s beauty. If any Perfons are fpirited te fearch 
after further knowledge in thefe affairs, to dig 
for st as for hid treafures Awd whin they have 
found Vein of Golden ive, to ana 
framp w for us, we flould be ‘in readine/{s to 


recerve the trush in the leve of it , and pay thy 
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The Eviff le Dedicatory. 


sribute and homaye of obedience for the fake of the 
God of Truth, whofe I mare and Super{cription 


wt bears. 


What creat and profitable pains my mich he- 
noured friend, thercverend Aathour of the exfu- 
eng exereitation, hath taken sn this one particular, 
prefented to confideration and with what curiouf- 
nc ff without curioefity, with learneng , with- 
out oftentation , &C.—— You wik perceive 
by the view and perufal of st, and thouyh my op? 
nion be of lutle fiznificacson, yst cannot forbear 
tofay, that aste the fubfiance and main of the 
defign ] yudze u tobe of fo confideraile an imper- 
tance that I do not [ec bow at canbe neglected 
without very great prejudice to fe burch 
nion, te [ay no more, bhaply fome may be fo 
mice As be off ended with , and 
Confi mation for fear of bifhoping 5 fs if that 
old tafhioned garment had but a piece of new named 
cloath put tow, and drcft upin another Mode ; if 
it were fo, can no good come out of Naxareth 
bonus odor weritatis ex rcqualsbet , but if any arc 


| under fuch a fear, I think J may affare them 


thut they are more afraid then burt , yea afraid, 
where no fear 1s , 45 they wall quickly find sf tbey 


plear to come and 


could wifh our diffe.ting Breturen would 
weigh the matter with more ferioufnefs , and 
-Chriftian moderation, fith there hath been by fo 
amany perions of ditterent pesiwafions , fucha di- 
ligent 
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The Epifile De dicatery. 
ligent {cruting made adveriuarem irandamy, 
and {uch hol¥fongings and breathings after 
mind of God, herein the refult were of having 
been a fingular agreement rouching the thing it 
felf. But it may feem ftrange I mutt confe’s co all 
difcerning Chri(tians, that fuch per ons fhould 
not be able to difcover or find-out the Auti-chridi- 
on pelutions and mutations in Baptsfin , in respect 
of the fubject and manner cf Baptizing Whicts 
is fo apparently contrary to the Go‘pel rule and 
pattern alfo, O thatthe God of Irael would be 
pleafedto open the eyes of fome eminent ones 
amonpft them tofee the pure chryftal ftream of 
this Inftitution of the Lord Jefus, or help them 
toufe Mr. Vennings phrale, to find the Vein of 
this golden ore, fince they will not receive it . as 
it hath been refined and ready ftampt for them by 
the hands of fuch, whofe skill or faithfulae’s they 
feem tofufpect, 


But Art, How alas can they be perfect in 
Church co:ftitutien and order, whilt they mis 
the mark in fo confiderable an or 'inance as Bap- 
tifin , raking aftone of Babylon fora forndarioa, 
and that for Baptifm, which is none, for it hath 
been fo grofly abufed, (zs alearnel Wrirer once 
minded inanother ca‘e) that there is nothing re- 
maining ef it amongft them fave the meer nase 
of the thing. 


But Secondly, May it not be admired tat 
Men of fuch Light and Con‘cience fhould only 
| |  pleafe 
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Truth in it’s Primitive 


impofition of hands upon baprifed Believers , as fuch 


Together 
| With the teftimony of many famous Writers, both 


__ Antient, and of later times aga it. 


119 141. "yet de 


| forget thy Precepts, 
{ Ifa. <3. 12. Andthey that fhall be of thee, foal build 
| the old waft places, thou {hale raife up the foundati- 


of the breach, the refferer of paths to dwell 


| Printed, and are ha fold. by 
Swithins Rents, atthe Staite Arms in Cora- 


iendly 


with P:ayer for the Spirit of Promife is proved, to be a : 
holy and divine [nftitution ot Jefus Chrift, amd accor- |}. 
dingly: by Apoftles and primitive Saints. | 


; | obieétians ant} 


ons of many Generations ,- and faall be called the re- 
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Epiftle Dedicatory. 


al 


Unto the Congregations of our Lord 


Jefus Chrift, who upon confeffion of 
Faith haye been Baptized, and are 


under impofition of Hands in South 


2 ha Wales, Grace, Mercy, and Peace be 
multiplyeds 


Brethren 


Orwithanding the Light 
that hath forth among us 
_ in vhefe latter times , yet we fee 
_grofs darknefs covering the face 
of the Earth ; nay, and our Hea- 

are not fo clear.as. we hope e’re long to be- 
them, for although rhe Light come , 

glory of she Lord is but were 

is but the morning of or day , 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 
poor Sion is but a looking forth-of the Wilder- 
nefs and from hence it is, there is fo many diffe- | 
.rences and divifions amongft us, we {peak as we 
See and ac¢erding to the Light we have received, 4” 
‘and accordingly we are bound by the authority 
of Divine precept to walk : God gradually dif- 4 "| 
covers himfelf , and the Order and Berm of 
his Houfe and Worfhip wato us, and though 
we ftill are labouring under many difficulties , 
having*had much Rubbifh to remove (like as the | 
Children of Jfrsel had, when they came out of 
the feventy years captivity ) and «many have 
“endéayoured to weaken our hands ,. yet through | 
‘qafinite grace, we may fay the foundation of rhe 
Honk of God is laid; Though fome who 
Would build cannot find the. Wall, and. others 
fhrive to bring in a ftone of Babylon for a Cor- | 
mer, whilft foyne others endeavour to. caft away 
‘aprinciple Pillar, becaule it hath lain.a long 
time corrupted and covered amongft the Anti- 
Chriftian Rubbifh. Reformation is a glorious 
work , and tis that weall long and breath afters 
Mr. Ds. hath been helpful of late tothe Church 
of God ¢ in the bufinefs of Baptifm ) tut for 
want of furcher Light, lof his way on a fudden 
‘by which means. perceive mahy whoare in one ~ 
wefpe& much behind him, m -enorhemiare gor 
beforehim , and may (as far’as judge 
get into Canaanas {oon as he. Impofition of § 
Hands isthe principle of our prefent controver- * 
fic, and it isto be lamented, that’ in fuch a day |. 
asuiswe fhould be forced to a work of this | 
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our Brother 
.' @gifiwaded from doing that which we. fee now is 
“count then for few judged 


The Epiftle Dedicatory’ 
upon this cenfideration was 


‘publifhed to the world, and rather upon this ac- 
it would do 
the ‘truth it felf much injury, by wealening the | 
‘hearts or hands of fuch as were eftablifhed in 
it, om@enquiring after it, nay fome were realy 
ito fudge it fcarce deferved an Anfwer: B.t o- 


thers well he wrote little be- 
fore upon the ot 


principle, had thoughis ir 
might upen that account the more likely tend 


the intangling of the weak , and more unwary 


Chriftian. And now as touching’ my underta- 

king inthe work 2s I judged felf every 
ways uncapable in the refpect of others; fo ic 
was not my thoughts nor purpofe to have been 
concerried , till Iwas put upon it by fome in this 
ity , and confidering the backwardnefs of o- 
thers in the matter , that did the more induce 
me thereto, And though it be but abruptly 
done, yet fuch as it is, I here prefent to your 


ferious perufal and confideration of all fuch, 


whofe Souls long after the good’, full reftora- 
tion and perfection of Sion, hoping the God. 
of Truth will make it find entertainment in the 
hearts of the humle, although I expect it will 
be flighted byfuch who are paflionately opinio- 
nated of theirown attainments and perfwations, 

and who think it below them co receive inftructi- 
onfrom fuch whoare inferiour to them. It is 
the grief et fome of your Souls (as I have 
ground to believe) tofee any whom you love. 
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TheE piftle Dedicatery. 
andtender in the Lord, themfe'ves 
gainft fo holy ‘an Inftitution of Jefus 
owever , this you. will find in perufal of this 
efifuing difcourfe, though there are top «many 
Found among. Baptized \Chriftians , utterly 
difalowing and rejecting of it ; nay ,and-feem 
not defirous to know or enquire.after the mind of 
God herein , yet many godly perfons. both of 
the Presbyterian and Independant perlwafion (al- 
though dafk and negligent abour. the .bufinefs of 
Baptifm ) have breathed , longed , and fearched 
after the knowledge and difcovery of this. sruth, 
have attained to a good underftanding 
P 


fatiffaétionhierein , haying laboured after a 
effect reftoration of it, £0 primitive 
and purity ,' refining and draining of. it. from 
thofe corrnptions, and mutations of nae Pop: 
Church ‘not only in refpest of thofe abomins- 
ble additions, and mixtures of chrifm, and other 
ridiculous ceremonies in it’s adminiftrations but 
dlfo im refpe& of rhe fubje&t.co whom of right 
it doth belong, as doth abundantly appear in 
a Treatife of Mr. Jonathan Hanmores, writ 165%. 
about whichtime. tis apparent their Spirits .were 
very hot upon it. find Mr. Car)/ (writing E- 
piftilary wi'e in commendation of the book) 


{peaking thus. J conceive (faith he) she, learned 


Aathour of theJe Elaborace exercstations barb 
firved will of the Churches, .by clearing. the 
Way of thofe admiffions from Scr spture reunds, 
| and the conturrene teftim of ber 


tient and Moder Wr iter As by idefeo- 
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The Epifile Dedicatory, 
wering and removing thofe Popifh additions and 
pollutions whieh CH eps bave crepe 
— And further he fays thag this | 


and pious overture bolds forth more , then moft 


Churches have hitherto atained. 


Mr. Hennings honeft and judicious .ex- 
_preffions ( in his Epiftie to the fame Treatife ) J 
wellomit ( {peaking concerning ) reforma- 
and godlinefs , faith he, Berher by reafon 
of our dim -fightedne/s , being norableto fee afar 
off nor penetrate inte the deprb and bottom of 
them , or by reafon of the abufive traditions; and 
corrupt gloffes., with which for many Ages 
been clouded and over-caft , many truebs 
feem not to be fo clear, butrhey need further | 
clearing , among ethers fuch tas relate 10 Ceurch 
 Difeipline for long time been 
under debate and not without fone’ confiderable 
advantage, theagh I humbly conceive we 
wot attained fofar as 10 be already perfi , It 
remains thereforeubat we pre{Sforward, and not be 
fo paffionately fond of eur prepoffeft cenceptions, 
as not tobeve the patience te confider what may be 
ofered tous ,. by fuchus are well-wifhers 
to Sion , and gefirous to fee the Gofpel Temple in 


it’s beanty. Jf any Perfons are fpirited te search 
after further » to aiz 
for st as for bid treafures whin they have 
found of Golden ive, to refine and 
framp it for: us, we flould be in readinefs to 
reberve the ¢rushin-the leve of it , and pay thy 
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The Eptf le Dedicatory. 
tribute and homage of obedience for the fake of the 
God of Truth, whofe Image and Superfcription 


bears. 


What great and profitable pains. way. be- 

moured friend, the reverend Aathour of the enfu- 

ang exercitation, bath taken in this one particular, 

prefented to confideration and with what curiox- 
without curswfity, with what , with- 

out oftentation , &<.—— Yan. wil bef perceive 

by the view and perufal of it, and theuyh my opi- 

be of fignsfication, yet I cannot forbear 

 tofay, te and main of the 

defign I ut to comfsacravle an smper- 

| _ that J do not fee how st canbe negleited 
aithout very great prejudice to Church Commw 
to fay no more, beaply fome may be. fo 
mice as tobe ofcnded withthename, and diflske . 

Confi mation for fear of bifhoping, as if that 
| old tafhioned garment bad but a piece of new named 
cloath put tos, and drcft upin anether Mode ; if 
| at were fo, can no good come out of Nazareth 
bonus oder veritatis ex requalibet , but if any are 
under fuch a fear, I think, I may affure them 
that they are more afraid thes burt , yea afraid, 
where no fear is , 45 they will quickly find if 
| wall please tocome and [ee, 


| 1 could wifh our diffe.iting Brethren would 
weigh the matter with more ferioufnefs , and 
Chriftian moderation, fith there hath been by fo 
many perions of different pexiwafions , — 
| igent 
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The Epifile De dicatery. | 
ligent feruting made adveritarem is: randam, 
and fuch holffongings and breathiags efrer the 
mind of God, herein the refult were of havinz 
been a fingular agreement rouching the thing it 
felf. But it may feeim ftrange I awit confe’s to all 
di ing Chriftians , that fuch per‘ons fhould 
nat be able to difcover or findout the Auti-chriti- 
on pelutionsand mutations in Baprein inrefpect 
of the fubject and manner cf Baprizing Which 
is fo apparently contrary to the Go'pel rule and 
pattern alfo, OQ that the God of I{rael. would be 
pleafedto open the eyes of fome eminent ones 
amongft them tofee the pure chryftal ftream of 
this inftitution of the Lord Jefus, or help them | 
to ufe Mr. Vennings phrafe, to find the Vein of 
this golden ore, fince they will not receive it , as 
it hath been refined and ready ftarapt for chem by, 
the hands of fuch, whofe skill or faithfulae’s they 
feemtofulpe?, 


But firft , How alas can they be perfect in 
Church conftitution and order , whili they mils 
the mark in fo confiderable an or inamce as Bap- 
tifin , raking aftone of Babylon fora foundation, 
and that for Baprifm, which is none , for it hath 
been fo grofly abufed, (zs a learnes W'giter once 
minded inanother ca‘e) that there is moshing re- 
maining ef it amongft them fave the meer nazi¢ 
of thething, | 
But Secondly, May.it not be admired 


Men of fuch Light and Confcience fhould only 
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| | Tbe Epifle Dedicatory. | 
: pleafe themfelves with the ‘theory and notinal 
jj§° partof a praftirual Ordinance of Jefus Chrift, 
fee bea Gofpel Inftitution, but never 
could betpformed as yer that they are in the 


practice thereof, sf ye know thefe rhings, happy are 


ye if you do them. met 

Thirdly , But-how to the rule and 

: glorious Doétrine of the Lord Jefus, would they 
fhould they get into the praétice thereof, 
| whilft they fo grievoufly errimthe adminiftration =| 
Baprifn, fich that alfo doth wholly belong to | 
adult perfons as muft be acknowledged if the Ho- 

_ fy Scriptures be a perfeé& and fufficienr rule for 

_ usto walk by, and dorh exprefs wharfoever is ne- 

_ eeffary for us to know concerning it as well.as in 

thelikenature, | 


But probably fome may obje& , ‘fince mot of 
_ the Authours that are mentioned in this infuing ~ 
@iicourfe (for the further evincing of this crut 
contended 'tor) are corrupr either in Baptifm or 
laying ‘onof hands or both, to what purpofe are 


| 


In anfwer to which T muft fay, that what we 
have offered upon the account of Authours and 
antiquity, fas been occafionally done, Mr. Dan- 
vers having lead us in chat path, 


Moy ast. fay we are netefficated there- 
unto through hismsais, ualefs we fhould leave 
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The Epifile D-dtcatory. 
ene chief part of his book unanfwered, in regard 


ing on of hands upon baptized Believers, as fue 
firming that there is nor the leaft mention 


made of any juch thing, or practice inthe Scrip- . 


ture, and Secondly in faying thatthe Antiens Far 
thers and afferters of it, lew mainly unto. tradi- 
tion, and the nfage of the Church in the cafe, 
Should an adverfary arife, and utterly deny wa- 
ter Baprifm, (however acminifired ) and fay it 
was never commanded by Je.us Chrift, but thar 
it isa meer humane invention, innovation, or 
thing devifed « f Man, yea and affirm that all the 


Fathers and Confeffors that heretofore did plead. 


for ir, wholly | made ufe of tradition, and ufage of 
the Church in vindication thereof. 

W ould not any that is for Baptifm judge it ne- 
ceffary, not only to prove it was inftituted by 


the Lord Jefus, and practiced by the Apoftlesand 


primitive Chriftians, but alfo prove in oppofition 
to his apponant, that thofe Writers both of for- 
mer and lauer times who contended for it, did fy 
tothe Scripture for the proof and confirmation 


thereof, rhough fome of them could nordo fo. 7 


touching the fubject and manner of adminiftrati 
on, from bence it is that we have proceeded on. 
{uch a methed in the defence of an Ordinance of 
fame nasure-and authority. 


) And now my dear Brethren I cannot but ac+ 
qeaint you, that my Spirit hath been much re- 
- frefhed to hear bow the work. of rhe Lord: has: 


he utterly denyesthe thing it felt, wiz, bg 
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The Epiftle Daditatory. 


the seadinels of many te receive this defpifed 
uth, Lam perfwaded the more a truth is eppo- 
fed, the more it gets erdund, and rhe Saints with 
ochers inquire after it for fince Mr. Danvers book 
tameforth, at oné Meeting in Lerdon, oncn: day 
own knowledge, near thirty per‘ons 
came imder the practife hereof vinest veritasslet 
go on conquering, and to cong er,the Lord 
will artfeand fcatter all the clouds of darkne(s 
_ and oppefition, and take away the réptoach from 
fervants caft upon them for witnefling to his 
truth, and being zealous for hisname , let them 
beafbamed whortran‘gre!s without caufes if wé 
ate repreathed let us take ir patiently , fith it is 
for our pretious Redeemers fake > who hath {aid 
youaremy friends if you do whatfoever | com- 
_ mand ye.and in another place, whofoever chere- 
fore thallbreak one of thefe leaft Commandments 
and teach Men, fo he ftiall be called the leaft in 
_ the King ‘om.of God. | 
| Breshren remember that the Spir t cf God pro- 
mouncesthem worthy of commendation who fland 
aft and keep the ordinances asthey were delive-— 
edtothem andthe more we fee evil Men and 
| Seducers fabouring on every fide of us, totread 
under feet, and conremprioufly defpifing of 
us fr up our felves with one heart in thede- 
fence of them, and as they are appointed, as‘Con- ~ 
duit-pipes for the conveyances of the Spirit, and 
blefimes of the Gofpel to eur Souls, fo let us walk 
fach chat experience che inward life and vértue 
@fthemsthar thereby we may beautifie the 
2 | an 


been carried on of late amongft fome éfyou and- 
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ThcF pif le Dedicatory. 
and Doctrine of God and our Saviour in all things 
having Lamps & Oy lalfo in our Veffels,the form 
of found words;& power of godlinefs in our hearts 
and lives. Andnow finally Brethren that I may 
not be further tedious unto you, my breathings | 
and defires are, that the God and Father of our 
Lord Je‘us Chrift,the Father of ligh s,the God of 
_ all Comfort and confolation would fill yeu with the 
knowledge of his will in all wafdom, and fpiritual 
underftanding, and geant you more clear and hea-. 
venly communion with himfelf,-and one with ano- 
ther in the paths of peace and righteoufnefs and in 
able you to walk inoffenfively in all well pleafing 
being fruitful in every.goed work , and that the 
- God of all grace would eftablifh , ftrengthen and 
fettle you in his truth ard ways. that fo you may 
remain unmoveable like a rock, in thefe evil and 
perilous times, wherein fo many turn afide; giving 
ear to feducers, impofters, and lying {pirits, with 
which our days fo abound, that it will be a choice 
blefling to be kept from falling,and prefery d with, 
out blame till the coming of our LordJefus Chrift, 
Now that the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jefus, the great Shepher¢ 
of the Sheep, through the.bl. od of the eve: lafting 
Covenant would fanctify you threughour, & keep 
you from falling and prefent you without {por be- 
fore him,in the day of his glorious appearances , 


fhall be the conftant and hearty prayer of 


Your Brother, and Servant for Chrift, 
| and his Truth fake. 


Benjamin Keach, 
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Laying on of Hands 


As fuch proved both from Scripture sand Anti- 
_quity ,to bea holy 


JESUS CHRIST, 


THE INTRODUCTION. 
A S st matter of and trouble, to many [o- 
ber, and pious C fos it 16 mo le/s of ad- 
miration te [ee {uch eminent , and werthy Per- 
fons beclouded , and darkres , concerning one Or- 
dinance that are focleer in, and {o much for the 
_ prattsfe of another , bow well hath Mr. Danvers 
be defind late ? How 
i it, again {trong o ion 5. a6 
pear like a Starr-of the first Magnitude? bat 
how [oon eclypfed: and darkned of bis digh:? (1 do 
mos mean from the JInterpofition of wr 
- cloudy Body, that wat obferved to arife a liesle’ 
after , te — bois fining’ i” 
ow 
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to give us. an account of Laying on of bands , not 


Darkne[s, and Confufion vanquife’d, 
thorow the operation of 


darkne/s of bus own under Standing, or ignorance , 
concerning another Principle of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion , viz. Impofition of hands wpon bapts/ed Be- 
lievers, as {ach which bt kath in alatter Trea- 
vife cried down, as mush as he cried Bapti(me up, 
rendring it to be nougheelfe , [ave amecr bawane 
innovation , or Antt-Chriffian forgerie , whereas 
notbing can be were clear , then that st 1s of the 
fame nature , and authority with Bapti/me, and 
ought equally to be contented for, beimg Inter 
prima Rudimenta Fidei Chriftiane : Among 
the firft Rudiments of the Chriftian Faith ; 
Dangerous it to pail one ont of the Foun- 
dation of the Houle of God , the Lord open hu eyes 


to fee kis weakne/s bowever what be hath writ- 


ten this Principle, sn thu enfuing 


Treatije examined, weighed, and parsicnlerly 


wered. 


ee 


R, Danvers in his In roauttion tells us 
pagethe having given usan Ac- 


count both from Sersptwre, and 
.gaetty of the bulinefs.of Baptifme ;in 
its Infticution , fubject, manner, and end, &c. 
may neither be unnecceflary.. nor unprofitable, 


only becaufe it smmedsately follows thas of Bapss/- 


me Hed. 6 1, 2. but more elpecially becaufe 


on 


bis light ready tovanifh 
away yout it from [ome inward defett, 1 mean the 


Ome Pete Bo Fs’ 
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| on, Truthin its primitive purity: 3 

fot Confirmat 
? been next after Baptifme fo ‘olemly afferted , 
+ practifed, and enjoined , both in former . and 
> latter-timeés , aS an Ordinance of Chritft » andel- 
» fentialy neceffary to Church Communion; But 
© what this Laying on of banasi. , and how that of 
Confirmation is founded uponthe Word of God, 
he tells us, he fhall conlider, examine, and re- 
commend it to the judgement of all difcerning , 
and impartial Chriftians, 
. Sir, you have in your Treatife of Bapsi/- 
me done well ; 7ebcvab blefs your work and 


about Layong on of hands becaufe it imme asasely 
féllows Bapti(me , Heb. 6. 2? Anddo you find 


it fo clearly to follow that of Baptifme in- 


Heb. 6. ? and haththat of Confirmation, as it is 
called , been fo folemly afferted in former ,and 
latter times as an Ordinance of Chrift , and ef- 
fentialy neceflary to Church Communion? Me 
' thinks if this be fo ; you fhould be very careful 
— how you fpeak , or wrice againft fuch an Ordi- 

nance , which dovh fo immediately follow Bap- 


_ efpecially confidering what you {peak about Au- 
thors, and Antiquity , concerning Confirmation, 
or laying on of hands, rthaving been fo folemly 
aflerted , practifed , and enjoined, as above 

faid. 

Though for my part I do not judge it worth 

my while, to make fuch a narrow fearch inte 


Authors Canons, general onscelts,- 


and 


according to the Scripture; and niore 


ion (as ithath beencalled) ithad. 


Reply. 


pains therein; and is it fo invery deed? is the 
ground , and reafon why you undertoke towwrite © 
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4. Darkne[s, anh Confufion vanquife'd, 
and the like , as probable you, aud many may do; 
-contidering we have the plain word of Chrift, ' 
fpeaking fo Clearly in the cafe, what need we | 
trouble our felves further , efpecially being fatis- 
» fied, as fome of the Fathers have faid themfelves, - 
that no Doftors , nor Comncels are of any autho- 
rity , or credit without the Werd of Gods yet | 
finding fo many of the Ancients , {peaking fo | 
plainly , and-clearly touching this Ordinance , | 
_ though under another name, it rather then elfe = 
confirss me in my belief , and practife here- en 
. in ; and one would think it fhould the more ftum- } ¢ 
ble you , for whatfoever credit , or efeem fome | fo 
of thofe Authors are whom you mention, yet I § P 
judge you will grant feveral of them, role as | Ol 
amowe as moft who have writen fince the Apoft- } é 
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estime , as hereafter may be hinted, 
Inthe next place youtell us , what wethed you 
will obferve in writing your Treatife wiz. = 
Firff, Give usan account what you find of + 
this ( as you are pleafed to callit inthe 
New Teftament. | | 
Secondly, How afferted , and practifed by the 
Ancients with the opinions of the Fathers , and 
‘Decrees of Councels. 


. Thirdly, How prattifed , and injoined by the } 
Church of Rome. 
Fourthly , How by the Church of England. — 
Fiftkly, How maintained by fome of the Pres- 2 
bytersan, and /ncepenaent per{wation. 
Sixtely How prattifed , and injoined by fe- 
veral of the baptifed Churches in this Nation. 
You then thew, how Layirg on 
cocky 


of 
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or, truthinsts primitsve parity. qt 
of bands was uled in the New Teflament. 
Firft, inbenedi€tion , Mark to. 16, 
Secondly , For healing, AZark.6. §. 
Thirdly, For conferring the extraerdinary gsfts 
4 of the Spirit , before Baptifme, 44s 9.17. Af. 
ter Baptifme, 44:8 14. 
Fomrthly, In Ordination, Alis 6.6. 1 Tim.» 
4.14. Attsi3.3. 
I readily grant what youfay , aboutthefeve- pepty, 
) ral forts of Laying on of bands , andtheufe, and Seb 
* end of them , fave that I muft needs except 
againft , what you {peak concerning the rhird 
© fort, you do affirm that hands: were laid upon 
Perfons , for the confering the extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit; two Scriptures you mention for 
the proof, the firft in A&s 9.17. the other in 
A&s8.14, 15 in which affirmation you alioge- See Gods 
therbeg the queftion , and prove nothing , nor 
} remove what hath been faidto this very point; ” 
in this I muft,withftand you, for you go to faft, 
and I fhould be glad could I be an Inftrument 
in the hand of Chrift; to rectifie your under- 
ftanding herein , for you feem to be much mi- 
ftaken about that Text , in 9. 17. but eff 
cially concerning that in A@s 8. 14,15. 1 thall 
therefore offer fomething in the firft place to this; 
Doth not the Scripture fay plainly in 9 17. 
that Ananias put bishands npon Saxl, that be might 
receive bis fight , why fhould youfay then, it was 
for the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit , ifthat 
which is exprefled to be the effects of Ananias, 
his putting his hands on Pasi , was the only end 
Of that fervice; which is according to your own 


. 
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| ‘Darknefs, and or fusen, dy 


Wwe 
al 


arguings Ads 19.16. thenit 
was only. tor his fghr; for it is faid he received 
his fight , but not a word of his receiving the 
‘Holy Ghoft , when he laid his hand uponhim, 
though he was fent to , that he might te- 
ceive the Spirit is granted ; but whether by laying 
on of hands , orfomeother means, youare yet 
to prove ; this being an extraordinary cafe, 
and different from that in 8, 14, viz. | 
Axanivs his laying hands on Se#/ as a blind 
Man; that he might reccive his fight ( whichanf- 
wers to that m Afarki6. 18.) and Peter, and 
fckn laying their hands on them in Ads &. 14. 
on baptized Believers , as-fuch for their re- 
cciving of the holy Spirit, m«kes nothing tothe 
Controverfie depending ; though Mr. Danvers 
hath put them together, as if the fubjeCt ; man- 
ner, and end, was one and the fame, But Se- 
condly , to proceed to that Scriprure 4s 8, 14. 
where mention is made of Peter, and fobns lay- 
ing their hands on bapriled Believers in Sama- - 
via, which you affirm was alfo for to confer the 
extraordinary giits ofthe Spirit ; buthow much 
youare miftaken herein , fhall now be examined: 
Sitice it appears not that the Apoftles that were 
at did: either fend Peter ,and to 
Samaria upon that account , or that they did lay | 
their hands upon thofe'believing Samaritains to | 
taat only end; ‘tisvery ftrange that Mr. Danvers 
thould affirm any fuch thing but to prevent there- 
fore this miftake, Jet us once again examine 
thefe ‘Texts : Now whenthe Apoftles,; which wereat 
Fe risfalcm, beard that Samaria bid 
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or, Truthin its primitive 
of God, they fent xxtorbem Peter, and John, whe 


when they were tome prayed for them that they 


might receive the Holy Spirit , (‘tis not faid the 


extraerdinary gifts, but the Holy Spirit, thofe 
you fee are | 


e exprefs words ) for as yet (faith 
the Text) xe was fallen upon none of them. only 
they were baptifed im the name of the Lord fefus; 
then laid shey their bands onthem, and they received 
the Holy Ghoft . Verf. 14, 25. I know tis ob- 
jeCled from the following words , that the Spirit 
came down upon them in fome vifible , or ex- 
traordinary manner , becaufe that Simon faw, 
that through laying on of the Apoftles hands the 
Holy Spirit was given; This is only a fuppofi- 
tion , for who can tell what kind of manifefta- 


tions of the Spirit might appear inthem, which — 
might convince Simon that they had the Holy 
‘Spirit? the Textdoth not fay , they either /pake 


with tongues, or wrought Miracles; But if for 
arguments fake, we fhould grant they did re- 


ceive the Spirit, in fome extraordinary man- 
ner, as thofe in Ads 19. it would not therefore 


follow, that this was the abfolute end of this 
fervice; for if we may reafon.as you and others 
have done after this manner, that that which 


was the effects of their laying theirhands upon _ 


them , was the end why they laid on their hands, 
and that end is by none attained inthefe days, 
therefore hands is not practicable in thefe days ; 
we fhall fhew you the fad Confequences, and 
abfurdities that would follow it; ‘tis faid 42/s 


4231. that when the Apoftles had prated, the 
-place wes fhiken where they were affembled; — 
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Darknefs, and Confufion vangnifh' d, 
“(Now mark ) becaufe this miracle was wrought 
as the effet? of their praying; camit be thought 
that was the ena of Prayer , or that we muft not 
prays becaule no fuch effects are wrought now, 


> 


when Philip had baptifed the Eunuch, 4&s 


8. 39. ‘tis faid that the Spirit caught away Phi- 


kip, that the Exnuckh faw himno more; what a 


ftrange thing was this , that followed Baptifme ? 


~~ but now becaufe this Miraclefollowedas the ef. | 
fect of that adminiftration , thall we conclude 


that that was the end of the Ordinance of Bap- 


tifme ? But again in 10.44. while Peter 


Was preachi»g the word to Cornelius . and to thofe 
that were inhis houfe, ‘tis faid, Tbe HolyG boft 
Tell on all them thar heard the word, fo tbat they 
[pake with ues &c. New hall we fay the 
extraordinary pac the Spirit, or Miracles , 
was the end of preaching , becaufe fuch kind of 
effects followed preaching? Surely none will ar- 
“gue fo, that underftand themfelves a right , for 
-ifthat wasthe end of preaching , becaufe it was 
the effect that followed ; and that effect now ne- 
ver following, we may fay as many do, preaching. 
is ceafed , it you, and othersreafon right ; for 
fuch, and extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
‘followed [fay you] when baptiled Believers did 
‘come under l:ying onofhands, in the Apoft- 


Tesdayes; thefe gifts are not given now , there- 


fore that Ordinance is ceafed , being only for 

the Confirmation of the Gofpel. _ i 

‘By the fame Argument , all the Inftitution of 

| ey may be denyed., as well as laying on of 

‘hands, As First, Meeting and affenibling to- 


gether, 
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met together with one accord in one place, and{md- 


dénly there came found from Heaven, as of arufo- 


ing wind , and tt filled all the boule where they were 


firing: Verl,2, And there appeared unto them 


cloven tongues like fire , and fase uponeach of t 


truth in its primitive purity. “9 
gether; See 2.1. 'tis faid, They were all 


Verf.3, Andthey were all filled with the Holy Ghoff, 
and began to fpake with tongues, asthe Spirit gave 


them u:terance. 


Here is no mention made of any other Ordi- 


nance, fave only afiembling together , and’mind 
what effects followed; thefe effects follow:. 


Not now, fhall we therefore affemble toge- 


therno more? * | 
Secondly , When the Apoftles prayed, the houfe 


was fhaken, but ‘tis not fo now; doth prayer ™ 
of this ob- 


jeGtion, a- 


therefore ceafe to be a duty ? we 


* The 
Seekers 
ake ufe 


Thirdly , When Chrift was buptifed, there paint all 
was a voice heard fiom Heaven, faying: Tbé Ordinan. 
ss my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, ces, faying 
and the Spirit came down in likenefs of a Dove; 905¢ are 


impower- 


And when the Ewnuce was baptifed , the Spirit aa. 
caught away Phillips butfuch effects follow not minifier 


now when Perfons are baptifed; ergo it’s notamy, be- 
fo indow- 


the duty ofany to be baptifed now, if yours be cafe not 


rightreafon, 

Fourthly, Peter preached to the jews , Ads 2, 
and at one Sermon three thoufand were conver. 
ted: And he preached to Cornelius, Afts 10. 
and while he preached , the holy Spirit came up. 

| 


with yours herein, againft laying on of hands, Of this 
tional judge. | 
| on 


ed with 


power 
from an 
High, and 
their 
ments ful-. 
ly agree 
let che ra- 
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Darker and Confufion vanguifh'd, 
Se them that heard the Word . that they fpake | 
‘with tongues ; but fuch effets as thefe follow 
oe NOt now. €rgo no man is Authorized to preach 
| now our 
Fins Whe laid bis band; On thofe 
| baptifed Believers, 43, 19. the holy Spirit 
-  €amMeupon them and they fpake With ‘tongues. 
and Prophetifed: thefe effects follow not 
, when baptifed Believers have hands laid 
ae Upon them, muft we therefore lay hands no more? § 
Surely we have No More reafon to neglect, or 
4 say this fd + then we have to lay afide all the 
Ordinances Confidering the like effects | 
followed them relpectively well as Laying 
On ofhands; Bry Semirary wife | muft needs fay, 
inftead of bein tumbled ‘or Weakned in my | 
| Fajth , and Concerning laying on of | 
hands, from the Confideration of thofe extraor. 
 . dinary Gifts of the Spirit ( being the’ effeéts that 
4 followed once Or tWice,as expreffad inthe Scrip. 
-that I am thereby abundantly Confirmed, 
3 and eftablithed in it, and that becaufe I find | 
every Gofpel Ordinance and Inftirution Of Jefus 
was in the Primitive time More, orlefs _ | 
q Confirmed, @Ccording to 4. by Signes. 
and divers and Gifts of the Holy 
Ghofkt , SCCording to hic Own will; and finding 
3 | this Ordinance of politi Of hands vifibly 
Owned by wonderfully Confirmed 
by the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , like as 
Affembling together Prayer , Preaching , and 
Baptizing hath been iris J fay of an cftablithing | 
mature tome, And fee no Stound any Per. 


fon hath to tagainft this Ordinance, more 
then any ofthe odes , notwithftanding what ever 
hath been faid , fpoken , or writen againft it from 
hence; And becaufe I know this hath tumbled 
many People , which you feem to hint; (viz.) 
faying that the end of laying on of hands, 
8, 19, was for the extraordinary Gsfts of the Spi- 
rit ; I fhall be the larger upon this particular 
fully to remove, ‘and take of this obje¢tion, 
which in part hath already been done; but to 
proceed , I do affirm again that the end of that 
laying on ofhands, 4s 8. 14. 1§. was not for 
the ¢xtraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, and I ar- 
gue thus : BES) ; 
Firft, Becaufe it was never Propounded as 
the end of it, ‘neitheir can you nor apy other 
Oppoier prove it was; what can you Inftance 
in the Cafe, fith what you mention of fuch and 
fuch effects which followed, proves nothing in 
the leat... 
Secondly, It could not be for the extraordi- 
mary Gifts of rhe Spirit , or Miracles, becaufe 
thole extraordinary Gifts were not prom/ed, 
unto baptifed Belicvers as fuch , nor was it ever 
given but to fome particular Perfons; only I 
grant, the Holy Spirit is ~promifed to all, as it 
is the Cemsforter 
ye love mey keep {Commancements , I foall pray 
the Father , and te fhall [end you another Comfor- 
ter, eventhe Spiris of trarh which (ball abiae with 
yew for ever. All that are Difciples of Chrift , 
believe, and are baptifed , have the Spirit 
promifed to them as further might be made ap- 


ccording to 14.16. Jf 
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12 Darkwtfs, yanquifi'd, 


be baptifed every one of you in the Nameof 
Chrif , for the remiffion Sins, and ye foall 
ceiveive the Gift of she Holy Spirit, for the pro- 
mife wto you, and all that are afar of . even as 
many as the Lord eurGod foal! cal, The Spirit 
of God being fo plain'y promifed , to all that 
were obedient to JefusChrift, or were the cal- 
led of God; the Apoftles , which were at 7eru- 
falem , hearing how God had called by his blefs- 
ed Word, and Spirit, the Samaritains toobe- 
dience, they well knew, and were aflured that 
the Holy Spirit , the Comforter, was their right 
promife, and priviledge , as well as any other | 
Gofpel Believers ; and therefore they fent them 
Peter, and to the end they might receive 
(through the ufe of that holy ordinance ) the pro- 
mife of the Father; and wpon the confideration 
that the Samaritasns were Gentiles , or fuch that 
were not of the Seed of Abrakam , according to 
the fiefh , and fome of the firft of the Gentiles 
race , that were called by the preaching of the 
Golpel , febovah was pleafed to give fome vi- 
fible and demontftration of his receiving 
of them into his grace , and favour , for the fatis- 
- faction of any of the fewif Difciples , that might 

be coubting concerning the expene of the bleffings 


of Chrift , and the Gofpel; for'palpable it is that 


for fome time after the death, and refurreCtion 
of Chrift , few of the Apoftles themfelvesdid © 


pear, A&. 2. 38. Peree repent; and 


-underftand the glorious intent , and purpofeof 


_fhe Almighty , in bringing in of the Gentiles, 
_. making them fellow Heirs, and of the rae 
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or, truth in its primitive purity, 
" dy, and Partakers of his promife.in Chrift, 
through the Gofpel , Eph. 3. 6. This I humbly 
conceive might be one reafon , why God did fo 
vifibly own the Ordinance of Laying on of hands, 
when adminiftred as well as for the Confirmation 
_ of the Orcinance it felf; But if you will ftill fay, 
that the reafon , end, or caufe , why Peter , and 
ehn did lay their hands upon thofe baptifed Be- 
ievers , was not for the Spirit , the Comforter , 
as confidered , but fompheextracrdimary Gifts 
thereof, I fhall proceed toathirdreafon, and , 
thus Targue. | 
Thivdiy, Either Peser, and fobs , when they 
laid their hands on thofe Believers , and prayed — 
for the Spirit, they prayed i# Faith, or not in 
Faith ? if in Faith, then they had (I prefume) 
fome ground , or promi/e of God , and Chrift , to 
build their Faith upon, concerning what they did 
art for ; But if it was for the zee | 
Gifts of the Spirit, as you affirm, where fha 
we find any fuch promi/e , that they might ground 
their Faith upon? and is itnot Sinful to pray for 
that which God hath no where promifed, con: 
- fidering what the Scripture faith ? Rom. 14. 23. 
There are divers promifes as hath been hinted, 
which God hath made of his giving of the Spi- : 
rit; I grant, but not the extraordinary Gifts fF , ee | 
je& againft me, Mar.16.17 18, and fay miraculous Gifts are Promifed 
to fuch that do believe, &c. 1 anfwer thac. by believing, C4onorbe 
ment the grace of Faith in chat place , for ifit fhould, Ve may 
fay,no Man doth now believe,or hath true Faith in Chrift; ir #8 theres. 
fere meant of the extraordinary Gift of Faith, or Faith Cf 
eles, according 10 1 Cor. 32.9. and 13. 2. He chat fo 
thing can be ro hard for him. 


¥ 


14 Darkne/s, andConfufionVanguip’ 2, 

God promifed he would nour out of his Spirit ; 
on his Servants and Hand-maids ; And our Lord 
in 14,16. pronrifed the Comforter to 
all thar did love him, and keep his Cormmande- 
ments; And ih 2.38.It is promifed to all chat 
fepent ,and aré baptifed; doubtlefs it was by 
vertue of thefe premiffes , or promiffes of the 
like nature; Perer and prayed, and laid their 
hands on thofe Believets in Samartay and Panl 
on thofe at Ephe/is, 19, or elfe {Kew us 


what ground , or promiife-they had; Ii-you fay; 


 theextraordinary Giftsof the Spirit were pro- 
miféd; Then fay 1, they were promifed to Per- 


fonsvef fuch,, and fuch anamc, orto Petfons of 


fuch , or fucha qualification. Now, furely noite 
will fay... to Perions of fuch’; or fuch aname, 


therefore it miuft be promifed ro Perfons fo, | 


or fo qualified , and thofe qualifications ‘alfo 
-muft be known; if the qualifications be not 

Repentance, Faith, and Baprifme , then affign 
What they are ; If you fay, Faith , and Repen- 
tance be the qualifications ; Then fay I, the 
promife of the extraordinary Gift is made to 
évery Chriftian Man,and Woman; yea and every 
fincere Believer muft receive thofe Gifts ,. or 
God doth fat/ of his pro nife ; For certain [ am, 
there is not ene Sou! that isa Believer indeed, 


having obeyed from the heart the form of Do- 


‘Ctrine , taught and delivered to'the Saints , but 
hath more, or /e/s received the Spirit of God, ac- 
cording tothe promile or promiffes , made un- 
tothem as Perfons fo ,and fo qualified, as hath’ 
_ already been minded. 
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or, Trath in its primitive parity. 15 
Fourthly , The end of that Laying on of 
hands, Aéts 8. could not be for the extraordi- 
nary Gifts ofthe Spirit , becaufe thofe extraor- 
dinary Gifts of the Spirit , or Miracles , /erves 
not for them tharbelicve, bur for shem that believe 


) ‘not. Now can any think, Peter, and fobs was 


- Miracles , or extraordinary 


fent by the Apoftles from fer#/alem , to thofe 
that had received the word , and-were baptifed 
in Samaria, for the profit, and benefit of the 
Unbelievers there , that they did 
not believe in Samaria, might by Bbeholding the 
Gifts of the Spirir, 
ven 10 them that did believe , be convinced that 

us was the Chrift. Surely Man ‘can think, 


or imagine any fuch thing, efpecially confide- 


ring the Text faith plainly: Dhey were fent to 
them that bad received the Word , and were bapti- 
fed Sent for their particuler Comfort , and fur- 
ther Confolation in Chrift Jefus, that fo they 
ye ftand comp!eat in the whole will of God., 

might be made Partakers of the Spirit of pro- 


-mife,madeto every believing Soul baptifed, 4és 


2.38. for asmuch as it was their right, and the 

ftanding ‘in great need of it, as_all poor Souls 
do ; who enterthemfelves under Chrifts Banner ; 
For as our Lord Jefus , after he was baprifed , 
had the Spirit defcending down upon him , and 
was ftraightway expofed to temptation from the 


- Devil , even fo are all his Followers , when | 


they take up the Profeffion of the Gofpel, to — 
expect to meet with fore trials , temptations , 
and afflictions, and therefore have need of the 
Spirit , toftrengthen , encowrage , fupport ,and 

| | com- 
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Fert them , and to give them further affurahce 
of the love of thatthey may not flag, nor 


believe. 


16 Darkne/s 4nd Confufion vangui/h'd, 


be disheartened, but may be abundantly 
bled to overcome all Enemies and oppofition , 


remain fachful uinto.the Lord Jeles 


unto the death;. And to. this end,doubrlels.did 
the Apoftles fend Peser, and fobnfrom 
lem ,. andthey when they came did pray , and lay 
their hands upon thofe Men, and Women bapti- 
zed,even for the Holy Spirit of promife,for their 
particular profit comfort and. benefit, and not for 
extraordinary Gifts, or Miracles, which was (‘tis | 


‘plain Heb, 2.4.) for the Confirmation of the 
 Gofpel to them:that believe; not according to 


that paflage , 1 Cor. tongues) 
are for a fign not tothemthat believe ,. burto. 


them that believe not; but prophefying ferveth 


not for them that believe not, but.them which 
Fifekly, This being fo, it,could not be for: 
the extraordinary, Gifts of the Spirit, that the 
Apoftles. did lay on their gands upon thofe in. 
amaria, becaufe there was no need of further 
iracles , forafmuch as Pbidsp had wrought fuch 
mighty Miracles , and wonders in that City be- 
fore , even info much that. they. were allcon- 


winced; yea the very Sorcercr himfelf.believed; 


and continued with Philip, and wondred be- — 


holding the Mireles, and Signes. which were 
, 4és 8.13. Surelythe Apoftles at ferw- 
[alem hearing of thofe things and how the Peo- 


‘ple. yeathe whole City were convinced ; and 


| Fatished , that Jefus was the Chrift , would never 
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was not for the extraordinary 


~ 


have fent Peter, and fobs, todo that os 
was fo effectually done before by 
therefore I conclude, that that lay 
Aéts 8. was not for Tongues, Miracles , Or the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit ; — yd 
wers doth pag. 4. and this be 
work is alfnoft Be already ; for i 
miffed in giving us a true Account, how Lay-— 
ing of on hands was ufed in the New Teftament , 
he hath miffed in the main cafe offall ; for if that 
Laying on of hands, in Ads, 8. 15. and 
Gifts.6f 
reateft Objection is anlwer- 
ftumbling block taken out 


ed, 


: of the way of Gods People 5 For if Prayer} 


and Laying on of hands, was practifed upom 
baptifed Believers as fuch as Principle of 


Chrifts Doctrine , for the promifed - 
the Comforter as fo confidered:, whichis the ab- 
folute right portion , and priviledge of every be- 
lieving Soul to the end of the World , then 
doubtiefs the Ordinance muft needs remain.in 
full torce , and vertue ,as Gods way , means , or 
method of conveyance of the faid Spirit, to all 
his Chofen alwayes even until the end; But be- 
caufe I fhall have further occafion to fpeak more 


re. 
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wail 
8B. and C onfufien, vanguife d, 
Showing thence thu bely Inftitution of Christhath 
corrupted by Angi-Chrift yet it nat 


Dasvrrs pag, 6.doth proceed, tofhew 


“how Laying on of hands hath been af 
ferted by the Antients , and by the Canons ,and: 
_ of feveral Councels. Pa 

Church: of “Rome. Page 17 


Boe 
f antage’he could pro- 
und to himfelf; by filling 
Book'with Storys of thiskind, I knownor. 
Many Perfons(as I aminformed) andas have 
heard fome fay my feif, do judge what he'hath 
dene inthisrefpect,doth make more againfthim- |, 
then us y“Nayfome , who are for this Ordi- | 
‘@ance fecnrpo be mich confir mes 
faid concerning Antiquity)io the ife thereof, 
‘vers for: his pains in fearchifig into =| 
in producing fo much, both from 4mtient,and | 
Modern Writers, for Laying onuf bands as im- 
miediately following Baptifme , and as neceflary 


to Churc Communien; And I muft confels , 
I cid not think fo much could have been produ- e 
from Authors, and Antjquiry in the cafe, as 
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4 “then is written, although he faft althong be keep his Epitt. * 


~ have nothing to do with it » becaufe it had been 
sorrupted by the fa'fe Churclt; the fubjett; até 
Yanner of adminiftration being quire altered, 


tn, that fo we may fee every Infirurion fhinii 


fay (viz ) that thofe Popes , Councels., and Fa- 


ys 


t perceivethere may , Kavingthrough hismeans, 
according as I am capable made fome fearet; 
Though muft needs fay, if theteweretentimes 
more to be urged upon that account, hadwe . 
not the Authority of Gods Word, to warrant 
Our practife it would fignify nothing: For we 
will fay with Lgnatine : * Whoefecver [pcakerh more tgnatius 


“though ke Prophecy , yet let bite form to thee 4 Wolf 
to proceed , I do wonderthatMr. Dae 
¥ers fhould condemn , and wholly caft away 
Laying on of hands upon baptifed Believers, atid - 


and changed; the Ordinance, or pure [nftitu- 
tion being turned: into abominable Superftition; 
may he not as well caft away Bapti/me 5 and tie © 
Supper of the Lord alfo,fith they hate been 

way as mach corrupted , changed, and pollured as — 
this; Nay what Ordinance hathrnot,our work isto 
difcoyer, ard remove all Popifhadditions , and 
pellutions, whichin the dayes of darknefscrept 


forth in itsprimitive purity; and fplender ; 
not reje{t any Ordinance of Chrift , becaufe pol 
luted by Anri-Chrift , what though it be, as you 


thers , that enjoined, and impofed Infants Baprif- 
me for an Ordifiance of Chrift , enjoined that of 
confirming 


the 
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Confufon vanquife d, 
as Baptuime , wenot, fince 
) hath given us the, light’ of his Word, and | 
Spirit, to recover it from thofecorréptions as 
Baptifme; The Baptifme of Infants 
as, we; all fay, a Popith Tradition ,or humane © 
Innovation , yet is. Baptifme Chrifts Ordi- 
£ nance , fo we in likemanner fay, is laying on © 
hands upon Infants or fuch thathave only 
‘been. baptiied. in Infancy, a meer Popith Rite, 
and Innovation , and yet is Laying on gf hands 
an Ordinance of Chrift as divers worthy Men 
haveclearly provedfrom Gods Word, and what 
Shough the Antient Fathers, and Councels, which 
youllpeak of , together with thofe of the Church 
Rome , and England , do wholly fly unto Tra- | 
to prove their practice of Layingonof 
| hands upon Children; this will no.more weaken 
Our,practice , of Laying on of hands upon bap. 
£ifed Believers , then their flying to Tradition, 
 @ndyifageof the Church ( for. thar you know. 
ath been their ftrongeft ground ) to prove their 
‘Anfants Baptifine , doth weaken our practice of 
tbaptizingBelievers 
>¢Thofe of the falfe Ghurch,who wholly make ufe 
wl Tradition t6 provetheir Pedobapsifme , might 
_ Mithout doubt had.God been pleafed to-open 
theirscyes , feen that Baptifme was a Diviac 
Anititution , which.was prattifed by the Apoftles; 
even fo might they alfo have eafily feen , that 
(that) Laying on ofhands 4 pragtifed by the A- 
aiter Baptifine.,. Chrifts holy 
 @ppointment ; though they .could not find their 
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or. ind parity. 


‘ridiculous Rite , and bla{phemous 
Confirming ‘Children fo tobe, ‘there’ ‘being 
from what you fay of 
concerning the firft' four ; this I obferve be 
évér fince the Apoftacy', from the good 
of the Gofpel’, ‘there hath been fomewhat pray 
~ of that Laying on of hands ( inftituted Chrift; 
and prattiled by the Apoftlés’). tifed 
Communion , as well as they have ept upfo 
thing which Baptifme ;’ in imitati 
and evident ; as the Church of Rome hath 
changed , and corrupted in an abominable man- 
of the and manner of Adminiftra> 
, and have added abundance of ridiculous’, ‘ 
done by the Laying on of bands Fhe Silver an 
come drofs , and the Wine wixedwith Waser. Fle 
((peaking®of the little Horii and they 
given 
detect all thofe impious forgeries, and Ceréme- 
nies ufed in -Baptifme , and contended for/®y 
he {peaks of , and fo cléarly wirnefs againft them, 
confute them » for changing the fubjedt, and | 
B 


the leaft word of God for it: 
fhort) that inthe Anti-Chriftian Church allald 
Ctifed, and kept upin the room, and imitation 
Believers as fuch , and as neceffary 
the true Baptifme. And Secondly , ‘tis ne 
ner the holy Ordinance of Baptifme , in there: 
fopperies to it; even fo have 
foall (faith Daniel!) think change tines, and Laws 
But to proceed: ( doth Mr. utterly 
thofe Fathers., Councels , and corrupt Churches, 
“tnanner of yet all the while 
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firm and prove the 


to. their primitive purity, 
to.be reftored,& refined from the 


abominable filth of Pepifh Traditions, 


account , how. Layimg.on of 


Churchof E 


and. faithfully contend 


for is; ea and conclude t00 


rhofe : aad co by. the 


and i inthe falfe Church ifme 
along "was. maintained , “a Goch rather con- 

thing itfelfto Ordi- 
Jefus Chrift thea otherwife (though not 
prattife wy cannot he | 


of Popith com, 


reafon he hath.to blame.-us hercin 


the.work of Reformation, labeur to.sc. 


himfelf , and. all. accounted.¢ 
it 
alllong for «notonly for | 


ormation 


‘but, every appointmens,and Ordiasnceof Chrift, 
Mr. Danvers page 30. havigg given, us an 
hands or Confir- ; 
pation , ath 
theChurch of , 


By fomc.of the J «and Presbyterians 


| 
| | 
4 
thofe Superftitious Ceremonies ufed by them, 
AG witnels apainft them for Changing of he fub- © 
viz.) from baptifed Believers, to fprink, 
‘om 
| 
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fo blafphemous, and ridiculous {as he well o 


mons and Idolgtrous.,| andthe 


J 


i in ing primizivg parity. 
Lal fome of the baptifed 
comes to .xamine upon what ground fix 
eat Ordinance -hath been , and is 
it doth concern us. all; to fee whe Reply. 
£rqund , or Scripture warrant we havé for 
ever we do, or isdone inthe worthip. 
“vice of God; And as touching Cor hee: 
as afferned |, and practif 
by fome he {peaks of , I marvel not thar 
leave the Stripture, and fly to. Tradition For 
irft, as touching the thing’ which the Popih 
Church calls an Ordinance Chritt., 


™ 


ferves ) that the very naming ofthe particulers 


ghereof , may fully detect the folly, andim 


called Chry/me , perfettion ,&c. on the 
nature , is done by putting the figa of the 


Crofs with the Bifhops inthe forehead 


the Confirmed ish fig 
with she fign of t the Crofs, and with the Cher) ee 
falvation ,.in.the Name of the Father , Sonya 


Spirst the, Party being ia white Gar- | 


ment, his head bound with linnen s his haircut, 


atttnded with Goffips ,or Sureties; this is 


‘thas. (Gaith Mi, hi 


an 


and enjoyned 9s the great i 
crament of A ad 
Well mighs: uc tellus,» hit it is 

only. contrary »toithe Scriptures. but Blalpher 
vain ion enition 


orement 
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“24 Darenefs, and Confufion vanquish’ d, 
~erément of Antichrift. And 4mefcus fay , the 
wteafons given for the fame by the Papifts ; are 
‘both empty, andvain. And Mr, Calvin cry out 
, ‘againft it, as is minded by Mr. Danvers 5 To 
‘ which I might add a paflage out of a Treatife 
+ “of Mr. Hanmors, who though he is very clear’, 
touching Laying on of hands upon Adult Per- 
“fons Baptifed, before they are admitted to the 
~ ‘Lords Table , yet doth cry down the Papifts pra- 
herein, inrefpect of manner and form ; hey 
ufe (faith he) anointing with Céry/me.acom- | : 
“pound, of Oyl ‘and Baliom,confecrated by the © 
Bifflép ; which as it was never inftituted by [| 
‘Chrift ; nor his Apoftles , fo fairhhe (as fome 
_gffirm it ) had its original from Bifhop 
| ‘Of Rome, Anno218, who ordained Confirmation 
to be performed with Chrj/me, which before 
was done with impofition of hands without 
And further he fpeaks- concerning the 
form, which (faith he) they make to lye in 
thefe words: ¢ qnfigro te Agno Crucu, & con- 
firme te Chry/mate falutis, im nomine Patra , 
Filio Spiritus Sancti; I fign thee with the fign of 
the Crofs, and confirm thee withthe Cory/me of Sal- 
Wation, in the Namieo! rhe Father , Son and Holy 
See Mr. Ghoft “A meér humane’ invention and device 
#anmor (ith Mr, Hanwor) that hath -notthe lealt fhadow 
for it Scripture , a'f6 another exception 
he brings againft of Laying of 
wayof hands (viz )inrefpect of the fubject » they Con- 
complea- firmingeInfants , when acééfditig ‘to the Apofto: 
tical Inftiturion’, it belongs only tofuches 
45. Adult, And apparent “tis that Ca/vi« 


or, Truckin iss primitive purity, 
(wiz) in refpett of the abufe , and corruption 
of it, as appears in his 4. cap. 190 
To which agrees the of Chemnitiess 
our Men (faith he) have often fhewed, that the 
rite Confirmation , ifthe unprofitable Superfti, 
| tious Traditions , and fuch that are repugnant 
_ tothe Scriprure, were removed , may pioully 
+ be ofed tothe edification of the Church , accor. | 
" ding to the confent of the 
“pox Confirm. pag 65. 
 +That Ca/vix owned Confirmation, or Laying, 
- on of hands to bea Divine Inftitution , take his. 
own words: Namneque [atu pro[ua wtslisate, 
commendari; hoc IJnftitutem , nee. 
fatis exprobars tam flagitiofa Corruptelé. 
ve in Ineptias non mer 
(ufkulerunt e medio [ed co quo qua. urea, &. 
5 pretextume turpst (unt abufi >. 
For neither can this holy Inftitution (faith he) be. 
enough commenaca for its utility nor the Papifts be. 
** (ufficiemtl!y upbraided with their fo flagitsous cor-, 
“ruption of it, shat by turning of 
fopperies , they have not only taken it away , but. 
have allo fo far foamefully abufedit , for a colour 
“of an impure, and impious Superftision. And 
further he faith: Adplierinam enimillam Con 
in rrogarunt tnftay Me- 
pomparam fucis int modo ornant : For they 
do beyond medfure deck that Adulserous Confirms. 
tion, which they have [ubftituted in its room like 
Harlot with great fplensor of Ceremomes. 
| sherge 
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“be drained from mixcenres of humane I 


26. Darkne/s, and Confufion vanguife'd, 


or count.of their Faith , and the wor 


‘ery 


Exercit, **thereforé{ (faith that worthy Author inhis faid 


upon Confirm, ) Gerfrmatios foal 
“pions , that have for a long we [o and 
deformed it (viz.) not call Sacrament , sf 
sheir Popifh matter both (. ind proxima) 
et. _ 
“of the 
ec 
Jet arrives to years 


with cofecr ated Chry/me , the fore 
Confirmed sn the form of 4 Crofs 


‘tioned by them a the end 


“* the dec 
“caf of; a 


Lif done only with Prayer , and Lay. 
of hands, for she adwiffion of Perfans as 


Ages, at most agreeable to'that of the A- 
 poffelical , and times ) 
Conceive be fiund to be exceeding ufeful , and 
4 45 4 thing requifite » not nece/- 
“fary to a right Reformation; and the reducing of 


be re- 
wet Infants , ner Children , who are 
admissed , bug 
» who are able togive an ac- 
of Grace 
effects 
of st, together 
“with thofe idle additions, that have betided it in 
of the Church, be rejetted and 


to the exjoyment of all Church 


the Churches of Chriff to their native beanty , and | 


~ And that it might appear it was not only his 


Own Judgement, together with Calvin. and 


» 


to Laying ono 


Lights of the R orm 
the Divines of Leyden . Par 


(viz,). 


the Baptted 
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i | trathinits primitive parity. 
as fuch, as an Apoftelical Inftitutian; and that 
- which ought to be practifed by the Churches of 
Chrift, being refined from all Popifh corrup- 
tions and additions , as the beft expedient, and 
rcadieft way toa happy Reformation , according’ 
to the primitive Patern; Towhichd,mightad 


Mr. Caryl, Mr, Baxter, Mr, Ralph Venning » 


Mr,G. Hughes who jall {peak the fame things 
concerni jon. ;. as may be feen in 


? 


Hasmors, incommendation , and approbation 
thereof; and indeed to fee how ler hey Be 
panceof Laying on oi hands , and how learnedly, 


and judicionlly they have laboured to recover ifs. 


Presbyte- 
rians clear 
touching 


hands, 


from, thofe Popifh mixtures, curled pollu- from Poe 
, tions of the Romifh Church , hath been of a re- pith pollu 


efhing nature unto though I-can’s 
admire in the mean while , they. fhould ftill r¢- 
main fo blind, and dark concerning Bapuime , 
not perceiving how that alfo’ hath been as vilely 
corrupted , and changed from the Apoftolical In- 
ftitution, in refpedt of the fubject,and manner 
of adminiftration. as well as in regard of thofe 
Idle ,.and ridiculous forgeries , and additions. 
of Chryfmes , Confignations, Albes,Salt, Spittle, 
Sureties., &c, which they witnefs againft; Now 
were but their eyes opened fo, as, torecover, 
and drain BaptifmefromPopifhcorruptions,mu- 


tations, or alterations upon this a¢count allo, 


"how. would it add to the beauty,and perfection of 


their Confirmation gad Reformation; (provided 
—-apcording to theinlight sheyewould alfo get 
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2B Darkse/s, and 
_ the practife of both;)and what glorious Churches 
might they foon come tobe , ‘ye excel many of 
the baptifed Congregations , in refpect of the 
plain form , order , and conftitution of the Houfe 
of God ; according to the primitive Paterne. 
Butto proceed ( there are few, or noneas I 
can gather ) do ¢ this Ordinance , -fave 
fome of the Baptifts , of whith Mr. Danvers may — 
be reckoned the chief forbefides thefe modern 
Writers, already mentioned , who fpeak fo fully 
concerning Laying on ofhands , with prayer to 
* God , for more of his Holy Spirit of promife , | 
orderly admiffion unto Church Commu- 
nion, the petfwafion ,or judgement of the Affem- 
bly of Divines. concerning this Ordinance; I 
might alfo produce , how clearly they do agree 
ith the forementioned Presbyterian, and’ Inde- . | 
pendent 'Minifters herein, you mayfeeintheir 
 Annotationson Heb.6. 
- But no more of this at prefent , leaft we too 
_ far digrefs from the matter in hand , that which 
we have herefaid, is inanfwerto Mr. Danvers, 
in refpect of therite it felf, or thing calledCo n- 
firmation; and how to be rejected ( as: we have 
‘a cloud of witneffes agreeing with us herein;) 
‘and how to be maintained, owned, and prattifed 
now return to Mr. Danvers, pag. 
Thofe of he having’in pag. 31. fhewed us how blalphe- 
_ athe An-"-pmous , and abominable a thing the rite of Con- 
wens he firmation is , as hath been afferted by the-An- 
ame tients,’ and Decrees of die general Councels . 
pratiled by corrpt Churches, In the 
next 
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ler, truth in its primitive purity. 29 

next place he comesto¢nquire, whatcreditor 

authority the Fathers, or Do€tors are of that 3. 

witnefs to;it , whofe authority helabourstodi- 

prove , calling shem fuborned Witnefles, and 

Knights of the poft. ae 


CHAP. II . | 4 


 Shewing whe the arc, andof vbeir credit, 
and authority, who born witne/s to Laying 
| on of hands. 


Dmit we grant what Mr. Danvers ipeaks Antwer. 
concerning Dyoni/. Arcepagite,and the De- 
cretal Epiftles of the firft Popes , to be impious 

lies, and forgeries, fhall we therefore conclude - 

they are all fuborned Witneffes (viz.) the An- 

cients who have writen concerning Laying on 

of hands; Surely many ofthe Fathers, who have. 
born witnefs thereunto , are generally received, a 
and their authority approved as the beftofhu- «.p 
"mane Writers; What fay youto Tertudian, 
we call him a Knight ofthe Poft? take his Tefti- 7” 
mony: “ Atanss imponitur per pay 
vocans, invitans Spiritum Sanitum, tuncsle — 

Sancti ffimus Spiritus [uper emundata, & bene- 

ditta Corpora libens Patre defcendit : After 

«« Bapti/we the band ss impofed by bleffing and cah- 

<« ing, and inviting of the Holy Spirit , shen that 

molt Holy pirst wikingly defcends from the Fa 

«+ ther ,- pon the Bedics thas are clean(ed, and blef- 
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that we ‘ure freeil from aur 
‘on of bants, the 
fer ae God by Prayer, 
again being Baptiftmal. wa- 
ter (faith he) we are difpofed for the Holy 
Spirit , under the hands of the Angel of the 


Church; And further fpeaking concerning the 


. DePra hap fate o the Chutch in his day, he faith, 
fhe in God ; fhe figns with water (that 
Cap. 36 is-baptifeth; ) fhe cloaths the Spirit’, 
by arnt of hands;) ‘fhe feeds with the Eu- 

charift; and exhorts to Martyrdom, andagainft 


Witnefs that 1 cal in, 
if we muft call him fo , fhall be Ex/ebjus (not the 
Pope of that name, ) but Ex/ebins Pamphilus who 
lived in the time of Conftantinus Magnus the 
Reith tip. emperor about three hundred years after 
oH Chrifts he certifies fu lly to our purpofe , that 

the, atrctent warmer of receiving Members into 

the Church was with Prayer, and Laying on of 
pags? Doubtlefs by calling it the ancient man- 
ner , it muft needs refertothe - ftles time. — 

ule. li Again Ex/ebims declareth , that one Novatse 

26. being fick was baptifed , if may be called a 

Baptifme @aith he) whichhe received’, for ‘he 

_ Obtained nor after his recowery, that which he 
fhould have done by the'Canon of the Church . 

to wit Confirmation by the hands of che Bifhop; 


which having not obtained ; how can he be fup- 


poled to received the Holy Spirit ? This 
was 
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that’ in -neither of thole places , cy 
in Eufebins ; the leaf mention made 
Crofling , or: Chryfme , in the adminiftration of 
this Ordinance. 


Cyprian fhallbe the next, whom none ip AD. 
‘do take for a fuborned act 


Which cuftom iv deféendef 
thatthey who are baprif& 
by the "Rulers of the 
and Impofition of hanc¢ 
Again faith Cyprian: | 
hands on them to recesve Neale S piris , #nlefs of 
receive she Bapti/me of the C wrch, ¥ might Epitt. 7a. 
produce Origen, in his 7. Homily upon Exekidl, 210, 
who {peaks concerning it, 
Allo Hierom, who anfwers this queftion, thirom: 
ki uid.) why he that is baptifed in the TCharel Dial. ad a 
- doth not receive the Holy Ghoft , but by impo- Lucifer. 
"| fition of hands (faith he ) This obfervation for 
the‘honour of the Priefthood , diddefcend from 
© the Scriptures; Ifyou ask me where it is written? 
‘tis anfwered., in Apoftoloram ; ‘tis 
en in the of rhe A poftles, 
Ambrofeis by H. Danvers himfelf ; with Ambrofe, 
and foine others whofe authority iS Aupuftin. 
eftioned:To which I might Chry/ofem, curytoft. 
Th oret, Oc. Several others many might Theodo 
Be produced , befides thofe he calls fubomedre. 
© witnefs; and yet have we far better Authors, | a 
and witnelfes to this fatred truth, for 
we 
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, Geno beteer authority, muf confels , is. this | 
But ‘now to fpeak ‘more, directly to Mr. Das. 
gers, swhat he inffteth upon. in pag . 33¢about 
the site us rah in the 
 — Church of Rome, and as copsupted pure 


3 


Ceremonies, 


bands withour Chrys, they did, faith 
Baxter, make haft to corrupt.it , they 
introduced the Crofies and Cryfee. but 

Church 


is. Dottrine; we have thet 7 of th 
| 
‘| 


thers , makes only again? the Chucch 
and , and «thers who dfthe, 
Whee cup ; thofe things which they 
for Apoftolical Traditions, exe nought «le 
fare meer humane. innovations, and 
ventions of corrupt Men. 1 thallclofe thiswith 
DeCtor fer, Tarder: Tayler 
‘Dedicatory treating abour Layingon of bands Epift. De: 
upoa baptifed Perfons~as fuchifaich bc) mwas dicae 
World , and rite bach been: more abufed 
Ropers. shee by any thing) Conceming 
the true Walaenfes were againk Tmpofition of 
be. mnderftood., char: it was the Popith Confir- 
~ mation which they difowneéd,<alled a Sacrament, 
with Ceremonies for fol find they 
| againft; as being nene:of Chrifts- 
fitution , bur the Devilsinfti- 
gation , and not the 

it felf. “IDoubtiefs they witnefsagaint;. 
that they owned nor 'Laying.on ofhandsarall 
after Baptifine, before admilion was granted 
- pothe judge wilkbetohard- = 8 2 
for Mr. Dinwers app ear. But 
fhould- be ignorant of this truth tisnomarvel 
Conifider ing the day they lived in.» 
sie: thould ile wih : 


‘Churches , and Pcopte.he mentions » swere mech 


> 
is no-good argument, ‘ince glorious Re- 


34 Darkne/s; and 
formers , and eminent enlightened Souls, may } 
notwithftanding lye fhort of fome Inftitution of | ‘ 
the Almighty , as appears both inthe Old , and¥ 
New Teftament: W hat glorious light had De! 
pid, Sclomen Hexekiab , fofiae , and many others 


ofthe Godly Kings , and Prophets in ? and 
yet one thing, which was plainly laid down in 


the Book of the Law.they were fhort in ; nay, s | 


fome, judge , they. did not fee it, (vie. ) fitting 
- «Gn Booths in the Feaft of the feventh Moneth; | &§ 


which we read in Nehemiah 13,14. they 
found written (faith the Text) in the Law, which 
commanded by Ado/es, that the Children of} 
Thould dwell in Booths , in the Feaft of the 
Seventh Moneth; Ver/.15. And ali the Congre- 
gation of them, that were come again out of § 
Captivity, made Booths, and fate under the F 
Booths; For fince the days of the Son of 
> Nan, unto that day , had not the Children of 9 


Tfrael done fo; and was Great 
47. 


j ground, fome of rhe Independent 
» dink Presbyterian per{wafior , 


N pag. 30. Mr. Danvers with 
| dition , and Fathers, he tells us, he will con- 
fider the Scripture grounds , that is urged in | 
hereof the Independents, andtho‘e | 
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‘And fince I find many emihent Men; 
‘fo plainly upon this account on Heb). 1, 2. 


deavour to prove it, to be abfolutely the Lay. 
ing on of hands , intendeth in that Scripture. 


Trvthin ity primitive purity. 33 
the Presbyterian perfwafion; In the firft place, 
which 1s principaly 6. 1, 2. which he fash, 
‘Mr, Aanwor modeftly expreffeth sto be 
“**Towhich I fhall give thisanfwer,sthat though . 
“Mr. Hanmor doth ufefoch a Phrafe (viz.) calling 
“Heb, 6. +, 2. @ probable ground, he doth not 
‘fay, ‘tis but'a probable ground, and thofe that 
“read his Book fhal! find , that he doth abundant- © 
“ty, by the teftimony of divers famous Men 


4 


26. | 


to fatisfie fome Perfons-hereim, and prevent<'* 


“miftakes , take a few inftances out.of Mr, 
‘wor, asthe judgement of feveral Divines upon 

The firft I fhall cite is Didoclavins, who of pidoctas 
three Interpretations of this Text’, mentioned vius ¢, a, , 
‘by-him , admits of this (viz. ). Laying on of bands 
Lee after Bape:/me , and b: fore admitteatotbe Lords 


», Table: And gives a reafon why, it may be 


‘called Confirmatory. ‘* Nempe ratione Ecclefa 


prebants ‘Om coniirmantis {ua approbatione 


minatim ad verum , ilnd ac onfir 4a 
sionle Sacraments admistents (vil.) Because 
| of the Churches approving , and.by sheir approbae 
confirming of the examined, and ace 
mitting unto thar true» and genuine rite of 


The next is Major , (Caithhe) on 
*glithas have feen (ark of Impo- 
C2 


See page 
25, 


fpeaking* 
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lin er. 
Mr. alledeing fp peaking , ‘tell | 
me why there Mould be any fuchConfirmation, | 
thar noone tit!: thetcof canbe found in | 
~ dix pag. Scrapeure; Thus aafwers troncally , except || 
sothe ‘Eipittie tue Hobrem: chap. 6, 2, be Scrip» 
plainty Mr. Hawmor ihe. 
**ghought that plac: io ) bea fufficient ground for 
ahd that: to be the meaning of the Apottle 
seaiicre. 
2 Mr. ‘Parker ewho refuting the Arguments of 
de Pott. ghofethat plead for Epifcopal Confirmation,doth 
Ecclel. darpe aflegt (faith our Author) chat 
3-16. 3 delivered. 
a « Communion of the Church, which accordingly | 
Lic wasamadeufe of towards fuch that were con- 
4 gered Bhis Impofition of hands (faith he) 
Heb. isthat very Ecclefiaftical Union , 
“a folemn profeffing of Faith , and admiffion into 
94 the'Chureh,. 4 
Secondly, He fhews the neceflity of i it, from 
“yp this | 
it ought.to be done publickly, 
and ‘before Church > .bicordointer gra- 
me agisnr . enim ee membro recipieuso 
blienns boc eft, public jurse., an of 
Becieha conjen(n chi adjangendus cit 
perficienaus : This courfe to be rec- 
\iRened among the weighty Affairs, su a publick 


\ 


| 


itdrion , boncerning the reced Min- 
shevefare not to be the’ 


confer of rhat fame abs 
pent te tobe joined. wera” 
~*Poarthly . He che Antiquity thereaf, 
Bide: "tis Apoftolical: Inftitution , and 


the practife-ofthe Antient 
~ He further affirms /that fo Pig. 28, 
6.1, 2. (vik. to. mean Laying on ofhandsExcertar. 


fe words take as followethrs mA- 
‘ mensio fit Heb. 6, referendaop Rivet. 
ad /olemnems Baptizatorum haa 
\* Pafforibus {olebar fieri eosin C mive- 
whereof mention ts made Heb, 6, 2, ito be refer- 
santo the ‘filemn bencdittion of the Baptifed 
was nfed ta-be performed bj the 
*<\confirming them in the calling ‘of Clrifisanity. 
‘He ‘intntions the Dottors of Leyden . fhewing Doftors of 
this to be their fence upon this Textalfo. om. 
“Calvin; whd'gives this only), asthe thingin- 
bythe Apoftle in this place, from whence 


he this remarkable Interenee y wherein 


th’ Mr. Hanmor hé plainby declares | Wis ap-.)« 
*preherifions coticerhing the original andBntiquitys 
of ig practife in che’ Church of Chiitt ¢ Hit 

lot this one place (faith he)doth gbua- 


¢ teftify that the original this Cere- 


( viz’, Confirmation ; ‘or Laying on 


afterwards was turned into a 
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38 Darko, sad Conf 


‘faith Calyin., to.this day this pure Inftitution 
[mark] Ought to be retained, butrhe Supertti.. 


but aprobable ground, and 
and Antiquity the morecertain. And again that 
is nothing but a faint infinuation from the 
to ground Laying on ofhands upon, 

What Mencanipeak morefullytoaText? 
toproceed,, he adds Hyper us, Impofition 
@fhands, wasintheconfirmation of 


‘dy inftructed, that they might receive the Holy 


fame mind, as Edpricus. Mr, Deering, Bec... 


M.H 
jate 


Church <faith hc) of Cocfir- 


“ mation i. that Phrafe-of of hands, i 
Siannexed'to Baptifme, Heb,6.Whence itis faid, 


ar that this, abundantly teftifie, that the original 
* this Ceremony flowed fromthe Apoftles, 
The Before Lproceed , 1. might, cite a 


| fembly onto the fame purpofe , as the, Judgementof that 


Heb.6. 2. learned Affembly of which take as fol- 
.foweth out of their Annotations on. Or 2. 
Layingon ofhands, which fay they , is 1ufuplly 


thole: thar had bees baptifed ; 
prefs had made in Chriftianity 


gion to becorrected. Why fhould Mr. Danvers. 
| t Tradition, 


Inftitucionsi.nto corruption: Whercfore,. 


thofe that had been baprifed((ith he) andright- 
*‘Spirit,, He urgeth feveral other Perfons of 
To whigh might add what Mr. Hughes 


tions upon this account, {peaking ofthisText 
Plymouth Heb. 6. 2, is by fome glorious Lightsin the 


called Confirmation ; whichftood inft, 1 In. ¢xa- 


by or. dun 
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“les; and no other beginning of it.can be found, 

- “ then we have no reafon to think this Ceremo- 2 

“nyto beceafed, or to interpret the forefaid 
“Scripture , contrary to thispractife ofthe Uni- 


**pifh Confirmation. 


- « they were notin Scriptures times , there being 


grace ftrengthening them by Holy 
Spirit, they laid hands spon them, whence 
the Apoftolical_Conftitation was called “Laying 


on of hands, 


or, Tratbin i its 1 primition purity: "39 


« would continue them in the Faith,& give them 


W hat Mr. Baxter fp fpeaks upon. this Mr.Baxter 


can't well omit: viz. © Ifthe Univerfal Church of Conf, 
Chrift (faith he)have ufed Prayer,& Laying on 


“¢ of hands, as a practife received from the Apoft- 


«‘verlal Church, But the antecedent is true, ergo; 
And if any fay, anointing, and Were 
‘cient: | anfwer(faithhe) 

“* Fir§, That they were as ancient in the Po- 
o pith ule , as the matter of a Sacrament, or ne- 
* ceffary fignes, is not true, nor proved, but fre- 
“quently difproved by our Writers , againit Poe 


Seconaly Nor can it be proved that they 
** were as ancient as indiffetent things, 
Thirdly , We prove the contrary becaufe 


“‘no mentionofrhem, | -4 


__« Fourthly, Sothat we bring Antiquity but to 
‘« prove the continuance of a Scripture prattile, 
* and fo to clear the practife of it;But the Papifts 


‘* plead Fathers, for that which the Scripture is 


a ftranger unto. 


fhall clofe this with reverend Mr. FORE? Poe 
ee “the of Chugh he). lic 35%. 


| 
4 
¢ 
we 
a 
| 
we 
J 
t 
fy 
j 
© 
. 
4 
4 
Re 
a 


Darkne/s, and Confa Sar, d, 
“e firion of hands with effeCiua! Prayer for rhe il. 


baptifed to add theretinto Imp6- 


“*tumination of Gods moft Holv Spirit , to con- 


firm, & that which tiie faid grace of the | 
*¢faid Spirit. already begun in Baptitme , for | 


*¢ the means tojobtain the graces which God doth 


What Mr. mentions ef Mr, Baxters 
fdoing all that he had done , concerning Lay- 


Ing.on. of hands. both from Sertpture , 4nd An- + 


beftow,, are prayers, and our prayett 
chat intent aré available as well for othersas for 


1 fhall Teave that to hisconfideration, 


happily look upon himfelf, concenied | 


foihierting “in his ewfdefence; andtha'l | 


only jntreat this of the Reader:, to tonfider that 
Though ‘we have trged the teftimony offeveral | 


Aiittiors who ar¢ oné with “is ih ‘the fain; 


concetning our practife herein, yet we donot di 


build upon: Men, or Tradition , but upon the 


Word of God; neither do we 
take up new Weapons for the defence’of fo plain «| 


troth; fith our Adverfaries have been fo fuffi- 
ciently wortted , and put toHisht by the Sword 
of the Spirit , as it bath beet inthe hands of fe- 
Veral eminent Saints , in times paft; What 


we have mentioned of Authors; we Shade been 
in part forced to ft; by what Mt, Darvershath | 


deads me to what he fpcaks page 40: concerning 


judgethereis'any_ 
or necefity for us to make ufe of, or 


Awritten- Upon that ‘account: Of ‘them and that | 


ithe ‘Scriptore grounds, upon which he fays She 
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this practice , of 


ceffary co Church Commumion , is'as before efpe* 


denying fellowthip to that do receive 


Laying on of hands 
upon. baptifed Believers , and fo effentially ne- 


cially Held forth He..6. 1, 2. though notaf- 
firmed with that fobriery . and modefty , as thé 
ofher from probability , but ractier infallibility, 


it, 


4 


Text: fhall leavéto tite judicious by 


Con! dering: thef@ Inftances ferecitéd’, that 
_they™fold it “as effentialy 


rather-t6 tnake the thing it feifapp eat. to be a 


YOw tho tho Ke peaks of; Anfwer, 


“and _affited Laying on of hands froin that 


might | prefime be made 
manifeft , but that isnot out prefetit work , but 


Ordinance of Jefus Chrift snd | in order tothe 
doing of this, thofe two Particulars , of ‘Prine 


ciples Mf. Daxvers down , we will 
ders (tix 


Fisk That te epery of Carif there 
be fame plain poptive word of Inflituties, 76 
Confira it bumaiie Ty adition ; wor “fap 
‘fetch: Confegurrces, and Infere-tes, as che 
many Volumes thar hive been writien of Cirewneci- 
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and Confufion danquife'd, 
pifmse to, be, an Ordinance of Clrift , which no or ds- 
bapacity can reach , and only Men of parts, - 
Can trace and follow their meanders, 
Secondly, .Tbat so prattife any thing ins the 
worfeip of. God. for an Oranance of bis, with. 
Inffisution , will, worfrip Ana 
tion, 
; dhe great Text urged for’ this Inftitution, 
you fay is Heb. 6.1,2. “ therefore leaving the 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chrift , ler us go 
“onto perfection, not laying again the founda- 
* tion of repentance fromdead works, and of 
© Faithtowards God of the Dottrine of Baptifms 
“Laying on of hands , &c, 
|. This is the Text which is affirmed Che you) 
to Be the great Charter. of the Church, forthis 
Fil warrant for the fame there, fay you , we fee 
not ? Jf st was indeed (aid, let alt bapsijed Believers, 
eave hands them, with asmuch plainne(s, 
Mee all Bebevers Mat, 28, 29. Acts, 
10, 43:07 tee all bapsifed Believers cat tue Lords 
I Ii, 24> Acts 2. 41. it was fome- 
thing to the 
_ In the place we ‘do grant, that to every, 
Ordinance Chrift there mutt be fome ward of 
Inffitution , and that fuchfar fetcht confequence,, 
you mind will not do. or befufficient¢ but that 
_ every Inftitution muft be laid down in fuch | 
plain poftive words, aé joufcem to afirm, (viz) 
Let all Beltevers hands asd upon thems, 
I deny it none of our:Principle J judge, 
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as Inftitutions of Chrift,which arenotany where,” 
igfo many plain politive words. 

‘But as-to the other thing you we de: 
agree. swith you in that matter, and fay, what{- ; 
ever is done in the worfhip , and fervice of God, | 
without an Inftitution , is vill worfhip 5'and you, 
fall fee thet our principles agree , and. comport; 
with al) thole honeft Proteftant principles. cons, 
cerning what we have to fay Surthe: about 
Laying on of hands,» _ loth 

Bot to reply to what you fay, .concerning 
Heb. 6 it mattersnot , whether itbe Hed, ¢.124 
or Heb. 6. 1, 2. or 8. 16,47. or Ads 19, 
6. or any other Scripture » » that isthe chief Text 
urged to prove Laying on of hands’, to be an, Ors 
dinance., and Inftitution of Jefus Chrift; pro- 3 
vided the Scripture that is urged upon this ac, 
count , will prove it foto be; But whereas you 
fay.,.4ou find notthe leat warrant forthe fame, 
fromthence do fomewhat marvel; conlidering 
what hath been formerly written, proved 
from that Text, by'feveral.. ,andable 
Men, whofe, Books you, nor none elfe have 
anfwered; | But it feems you would 
have it faid in fo many plain words,, ,let all bap- 
tized Beliewers have, hands laid upon them 2 OF 
elfe.all is juft nothiggthat i is aflerted, 
pBut , Sir in, 19. orin 10; 
48. Yaid in To plain words, Jet all Believers 
be baptifed?’tis.qor fo te readin my, Bible. 
Nay, and I do affirm; that from 19,20. 


or, truth in its primitive purity... © 


* 


ve 
4 
By 
t 4 
od 


—— 
*  baptifed Gn -water, without: meting ufeoffome 
| inference ,orfome other" Fext of Scripture to: 


. Commandedithem to’ 


not: intend! water in the leat: wharwoeld 


other Scriptire to Prove ‘tis water which is 


Women Lords’Supper ? | 


plain Text for it, 


‘nithed, ‘Sir, do fot miftake your felf do | 
“Het fee how hich 


not che Jutice Of ovr caufe neirh 
doth our to fach like inRances , 


‘Ponkute tis; a3 You are pleafedl to Tay’p. 
not you: allow 

“Pext of Sctiprire Madd what he will from 
or 2 


prove it, for as much as Water is‘hot exprefs’d,: 
ormentiohed there. Suppofe a’ Duaker fhould 
tell you , the Apoltles Kad power given the 
baptife with the and shat Chritt | 
baptife’ (all thof: that were’ | 
teright wiki the Spirit and chart! | 


fay? whidt! covirle would you take 
m? Do you think you fhoufd not need fome 
‘or another, or help from fome 


ti many. plain’ words all Believers eat 
the Lords Suppett, or in 2. 41,42 how 


Tin ‘you Prove by fo plain words , that © 


éifie to prove they did, yer when wedemand | 


youneed not be fo dfto- 


quefffens do in the leaft-betra' 


“ally ‘brought’ by’ thofe that Padobapifme 
54. for we | 
are not in the feaft againft diawing of Inferenees , | 
Or natural Confequenets from the Scriprure ;‘And 
any Peddbaptsf to urgea 


for his praCtife ; 


ovided tt may naturally be 


he | 


Premiffes or Tex | | 
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ive them tharliberty: But when Mea fhall men- 


‘Ctife -by and anfer this or chat from them to 
the great wronging , andrefting ofthe Text , it 
Being as far fromthe intent of the Spirit of God 
therein , as the Eaft is fromthe Welt, asfuch 


brought from Circumcifion, and federal holy- 


. to. prove Infanrs Baptifme , they are fuch 


/ Mature, for asmuchas we have the holy Scrip- 
Cife.as Adts 8.17. Ads 19.6. and Het. 6. 
_ where. it is called a foundation principle of the 
DotirineofChrift!. . . 
To this you fay in page.42. by way of Con- 


the of Chri Butthen you fay ds 
taught yor pracis/eds but [uch a Laying on of bapas 
spon all baprifcd Believers.» we find.no where targht, 


five thoufand in chap, 4.after Bapti/me . 
before they breads meitber do we the least 


hebrings, furely you, aswell aswe, willreadily 
tion Scriptures ,t0 prove their principles, or pra- 


Confequences; and: Inferences be... which, are: 


of inferences which we declare againft. But 
“we need not troublesour felves with things of this. 


¢3,fpeaking fo plainly for the proof of our pra- 


or pratifed, load no hands Jatd upon, - 
hins,by John Baptilt , after we kim 5 
ther did he gine one ward of it.in Commiffion up- 
bis neither do wercad thatthe Church 
of the Hebrews pratlifed any fun thing forthere 
nommention., that,thohundred andtmcaty hadbands 
lata thém., mar the three thoufand in chap..2. 


or, truth 
os 
~ 
bs 
4) 
@ 
to 
| 
4 
‘ 4 


‘waisher ix Samaria by Philip, sor 
‘olfoffia, Theffaionica’ Rome, rhe Charch- 
Galatia the Charches in‘Afia, St 
tira , Sardis , Philadelphia, 

tn Ephefus' ; Ir te time Paul bi 


Peter, and John didin Samaria, Or. 
Anfwer.~ ~ You have faid here a great deal ; and refated 
Us with as good Argumeits .- as the Scotch-man 
refuted Belarmin : what ishere more then meer 
“affirmations? you acknowledge there is Laying 
“on of ~hands , which “is’called’ a Principle of 
Doctrine ‘but’ be fecha one, 
that was fome where taught. and practiied ; but 
“you areboldto fay thisneverwas. 
Sir, where ts that of hands 
which you affirm to be a principle of Chrifts 
‘Dottrine? Not that I quetion it, 1 do Kelieve 
"fit was, though not as one of the fir Ofncles 
+ -@Ff God, or beginning Princip'es of Chrifts Do- 
 “‘@trine; yet where do you tind Laying on of 
‘hands on Officers taught ? be not to Confident 
‘for that Scripture , v oh by youto be a full 
+, Ha precept for it, 1 Tim. §) 22. isavery doubtful 
‘Mis tharof * what Laying on ofhands that is, which 
abfolution 48 Mentioned there. Mr. Baxter faith, Some 
See Baxter hink by st 16 mcant Tuspofttson of bands in Confirms- 
on Confir. tion, fomein Ordination, and for Abfalution, ; 


Dr. 


this a recept info many words ,“Lay hands on 
all Officers ? whereas the word Officer’, or El- 
“der, is not mentioned in the Text, or Verfe, 


“spon twelve of their number , another octafion, 


Se “Let all Men here confider'your partiality ,- is { 


before nor after — 
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ture, - 
But Secondly are ‘raher in them- 
Selves a caution , or prohibition-then otherwife ; 
will you call this a full Precept, the moft you 


we mutt therefore have re- 


courfe toother Scriptures. in the eafe of Off- 


cers, ‘which ‘are! fall prefidents for as Ads 


13. 3. and 6.6, as we 6.2. 


8.15.47. and 19.6. Forthe cleariag the truth, 


can affezt from hence is this (viz. ) that the words 


imply, or hold forth , that was to 
‘Lay hands on fome Body, otherwife no room 
for thofe expreffions ;. but then what kind of 
Laying on of hands’tis ‘he intendeth., is the que- 
ftion, whether it be only one fort , or more, 
from ‘hence may be hard to decide; may wenot 
conclude P axis councel to Timerhy thus far com- 
_prehenfive (viz ) do not lay hands fuddenly up- 
on any Man, neither to Office, let them firft 
.beproved , 1 3. 10. nor upon Perfons bap- 


tifed as fuch. they muft firft be dade or if- 


-ftructed inthe truth, they are about to practife; 
“which may be gathered from Mat. 28. 20. Heb, 
“§.12. they muft be fo taught, andthe truth fo 
explained, that Perfons may: obey the noel 
Faith, and withunderftanding, 


Thirdly This needs be granted on alt 


hands without fome inference’, onhelpof other 
Scripture , Laying on.of hands, for ordination 
-«annot be proved from-this: Téxt, which Mr, 
Dasvers will.not admitusto dos we muft have 


‘every. Chrifts Dottrine info many 


¥ 


t Cor. 2. 
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| Odjedtion, » Bat maybe , fome. vill he urges, 
-Soriptures , to prove LayangonofhandsonOf 
ficers , pag. 54. 6 0. Ads 13.5 
Granted, yet thofe are on!y broughi asexam- 
ples ( for fo indeed they arc) and not precepts, 
there is nex ‘urges by:him, to prove it 
5 and what can b: produced, fave 
eelear prs up? ‘that account, i knowiner.. 
‘or wow cs tome ing pootien of hands up- 
mo baprifed Believers asi uch .we nave, 
Show: it was savgit peauve Commend, 
Si 9 hoa it shar, 
hem ,.! which I fuily 
apace epprar from that Scripture 6.02. 
where the Apeitle wring of the dix principles , 
Yor foundation Doctrine @ dothumake 
ule of the Grgek word a‘ yor: inthe Werle, 
an thefecond Vierle , thiris word 
| foxthis of Laying on of a- 
mongt other principles, the Apoltie there, by 
athe Spirit of God. scails che Word, and Dotirjne 
 @iChrut, now ords of Chrit , and Com- 
mands of Chrit ,are terms Synonymous, or of | 
like impor Dest. vo. 4. fhews where the | 
wen Commandcments, arecalledinthe margent §. 
words, as moft fuiting the Hebrew 
Text. Again fon 14. 20. with:2 3,.and 2.4.9. 
with Verle 21. dothdurther evince it, 
He shat hath my 


> 
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or, truth in its primitive purity,’ ag 
he it 13 that loverh me: In Verl.23. /faxy Adan love 
me, be wil ke p my words; And inoVerie 24. 
Called fays»gs : And the word is in fobn7. 16. 
to be the Fachers , and Chrifts word , faid tobe 
what he had froin the Father: Sonow, Laying 
on of thancs as well as Repentance ,-Faith and 
Baptiime , is the Word; and Doctrine of Chrift, 
and therefore equally to be obferved , prattifed; 
cand ebeycd by ail the Saints , being one of the 
‘Principles , of Fuytamental truths; which the 
Hii brew Church, at the command ,-and word 
of Chrift , came underthe practife of Heb.¢.12. 
and 6. 1.2. Moreover this principle is , by the 
faid Author to the Hebrews. called one of the 
Oracles of God; which he tells them, they had 
need again to be inftructed in: Plainly implying 
they had once been taught it, and they in the 
practife thereof. Now the Oracles ofGod are 
the Commands of Godsfee 4its 7.38. where the 
ten Commandements are called itbelp Dzaci ess 
compared with Aom.3. 2. Uste them were commit- 
tea tke Ora: les of Ged, Methinks this mightferve | 
toconvince any disfatishied Perfon , that Laying 
- on of hands , as well as any of the other Prin- 
ciples, was taught, and commanded by Jefus 

Chrift. 
But yet once again, con%der that what the 
Apofties wrote to the Churches, as the Word 
of..Chrift ought to be owned by all that are Spi- 
ritual, to be (oe (Commands of God,1 Cor. 
14.37. But verf."38, mil! betguozant, 
fet him be igno2ants -yer notwithftanting what 
we this Account. 
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and Confufion varquifs’d, 
re this is the Objection , which is 
oa againft this appointment ; (viz ) where 
is Laying on of hands commanded by the mouth 
xe . @f Chrift, we find nothing of it in the Commif- 
fion, A@atth. 28. 
; _ Why fhould you make fuch a ftir about an ex- 
Aniwer. prefs Command. muft it be plainly laid down, 
or exprefied in the Commiffion , or elfeno Di- | 
vine lnftitution? Do not you fee that this makes 
as much every way againft Laying on of hands 
upon Officers , as it doth againft that on bapti- 
fed Believers? wecount that Man a very maii- 
‘cious — to 
although himfelfbewoundedthereby. 
_» Secondly, We have plain prefidents for Lay- 
ing on of hands on baprifed Believers, as we 
have on Officers, as Affs 8. 16,17 and 
Ig.6, yea, and more then bare Examples for it, 
at iscalled a principle of the Dodirine of Chrift; 
but where that one_Officer is cal’d fo,I know not, | 
for that the Laying on of hands in Heb.6.2 cannot 
intend or mean that on Officers, hath been clearly | 
proved by divers Perfons , and that it doth intend | 
- Laying of hands upon the Baprifed , for the Spi- | 
rit-of promife, and toconfirm them inthe Faitn | 
newly received , is not only our light ,and | 
greheniion , but alfo hath been ed to 
the fence of that Text, by many Ancient , and 
-Modern Divines of feveral perfwafions , as hath 
fhewed. 
But youaftirm, that fuch a Laying on of hands, 
we contend for, was no where prattifed., fobs 
did not laybands upon Crit, 
We 
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_ the Learned do affirm , contain in it the fabftance 


| | on, truth in its primitive purity. 
We will grant you , fob» did more hands anfwer, 
upon the Lord Jefus ; It cannot be rationally con. 
cludcd he fhould, confidering the leffer is bleffed, 
of the greater, Baptifme might be adminiftred by 
foon, it being a.figure of Chrifts death, 
ial , and relurrc¢tion ; But the promifed Spi- 
rit , which is the end of the Ordinance of Laying 
on of hands, is faid fo be Chrifts own gift, 
Ephef 4.7 But though feb» laid not his hands on 
Chrift being not a fir Adminiftrator thereof, yer I _ 
may fay, the Father laid his hands upon him, and 
the Spirit came down vilibly in the likenefs of a 
Dove, and refted upon him , juft after he came 
out of the water; and this might , as many of 


of this adminiftration contended for, - 

This way he was vifibly by God the Father 
fealed , after he was baptifed , faith DoCtor Tay- 
ler : He bad a other, og new adminiffration Dr. 
“palt upon him) for the reception of the Holy Spi-¥ 
** follow tbat example, and it plainly deferibes to 
"* ws, the order of this adminifiration , and the ‘ 
bleffirg defigned to us ynfrer-we are baptifed we need | 
be firengthened, and coxfirmed, And again 
he faith (citing a paflage of Optasms) «* Chriff 
** wae walbed when ke was in the hands of John , and ° 
“* the Father finifhed (what was wanting ) the Hea- 
«*vens were opentd, God the Father anointed bim, 
“the Speritual Unttion pre‘en:ly ae cended inthe 
« likene{s of Dove , and [ate upon his head and 
** was fpread all ever him when be was anointed 
of the Father to whom alfa les) In pofstton of 
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Darene/s, and Coxfufien, vanguife d, 

hands foould tobe wanting , the voice of God 
washeard from the Clond, faving : Thi my 
** beloved Son, ix whom 1 am wel pieafed. 1 fhall 
leave this to confideration. 
Obje&ion. But further youafhirm , shar Chrift did not lay | 
Anfwer. | And how do you come to knowhe didnot? | 
may be you will fay , iis no waies wattten | 

Anfwer. Pray , where do youreadthat the twelve Dif- 

ciples, or Apoftles of Chrift were baptifed ? 
doth it follow becaufe we read not -of their Bap- 
tifme, they were not -baptifed , fhall any con- 
ciude , fo may they not affirm that, upon as 

good ?sand as warrantable grounds as you do 
( this. But you fay, there isnot one word of it 
- anthe Commiffion, 
There is not oné:wordin the Commifhon , as 
¢Dhave fhewed, concerning any Laying on of 
hands, yet you Own that upon Officers to be a 
“principle of Ghrifts Do€trine. 
_«¢ Secondly, There is not one word inthe Com. 
mition , concerning the Refurrection of the 
‘dead, nor of Eternal Judgement, norPrayer, J 
nor Aflembling.rogether , nor {everal other things 
that are undoubtedly GofpelInftirutions; yetal- 
though they arenotexprefled , they are included 
as thofe words plainly bolaforth ,teachshemtovb- 
ferve all things whatfoever | have commanded you. 
And furely every one may fee , unlefshe wilfully 
fhut his eyes’, that there are many, more precepts 
unplyed in the words of the Commithion then are 
exprefied;for if nothing be received | 


“ 


— 


pel Inftitutions , bur what are expreifed .in the 
‘Comipiflion , you muft throw away the greatelt 


mention, that the bundred and twenty had bands 
evident witnefs Heb ©. 1,2. as they repented, 


 fap-again, faich the Author , Sepentance from 
works this plainly fheweth they had 


fignified in Acts 2. when that Courch was firft 
 phered, 
As 2. 4:2. continued in the. Apoftles 


had not fubmitted 'to every part, or precept of 
at; not Laying on of hands, as well-as 


of? ‘tis calledthe ‘Bpottics Doartuc As 2! 


laid dowa Aéts 2, for we may as well 


or, Truth inits prim: tive purity. | $3 


part of thofe precepts you call Commands , or ap 
pointmc nts of }efus Chrift, 

But you proce ed, andfay , sat the af Objet Om 
the Hebrews practs, ed no fuck thi: a for theres no 


laid upon them , ner the three ghsufanus. Chap. 2. 
‘That the Church of the Hebrews did practile sinheeer, 
ehis Ordinance as wellas other Churches, is 


believed , and were baptifed,, evenfothey were 
under the practice of Laying on of hands, for 
that is a prattical Ordinance; Confe/s, met 


once faid all thofe foundation principles. 
But may be. you will teere t nothing of this OdjcKion, 


‘Tis very clear you are miftqken , for isitnot Aniwer. 


Dottrine -which-they could-not do, if they 


Baptifme ; ‘and thtofe other principles part there- 


In Heo. 6. 2; CHpitts Dortiine not the Apott- 
les any other ways then they were taught it by, 
and received it from the Lord Je{us; and let nore. 
conclude. they were ‘not taught Laying on of 
hands , becaufe ‘tis not plainly exprefs'd, or 
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$4 “Darene{s, and Confufion vangnifh'd, 
conclude , the Apoftie did not teach them the 
Refurrection of their Bodies from the dead , nor 


Eternal. Judgement; fith we read nothing there 
to thar purpofe: Doubtlefs Paidip Ads 8. preach- 


ed Baptifme tothe how fhouldheelfe 


cry out: Lee Water, twhat binder 


frombeing baptifed yetwercadnotone | 
word of Phikips preaching of it to him: The 


Author to the Hebrews ( writing to this very 
People) Heb, 5, 12. tells us: had need to 
be sanght again, whice are the firft principles 

the Oracles of God ; therefore it follows verte 


they had been taught it, and had praCtifed it as 


the6, chap. 1. 2. v, proves, (as I faid before. ) 


Mr. Danvers goes on, and affirms , that we 


find not the leaft mention of it in any of the Churches 
in the New Tefament , neither in Samaria after 


Philip had baptifed them, nor Corinth, Philippi, 
The{falonica, Rome , Galatia Smyrna 


Thyatyra, Pergamos , Sardis, Phsladelphia, no nor 
E pre/uc. 

I cannot but admire at fuch affirmations ( the 
Lord open hiseyes ) I'leproceed; and firft, as 
touching the Church in Jamaria, ‘cis granted 


Philip did not lay hands onthem, after he had» 


baptifedthem; he being‘only a Deacon , it might 


not upon that account concern ; or belong to him > 
_tolmpole hands on them; and befides God had 


other work for himtodo; viz. the Converfidn 
ofthe Eusuch. Yet moft evident it is , whenthe 


Apoftles, and Brethren at 7eru/alems, heard that 


_. the People in Samaria had received the Word 
God,.end were baptifed; rather then 
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fhould lye fhort ofany part of their duty, efpes 
cially that in which fo great a blefling is prenmi/ 
they would fend Peser, and fobs, tO pray 
lay their hands upon them ; and that it was not for 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, hath been 
clearly proved; And as concerning the Church 
at Rome, ’tis faid plainly Rom. 6. That they had 
sbeped from thc peart that fo2mof Dedrine 
Delidered to them And what form of Doctrine 
_ can the Apoftle intend there , fave that fpoken 
of in Heb. 6, 1, 2, we read of no other form 
of Doctrine , delivered to the Saints for their 
. obediences. And as concerning the Church of 
Ephc{us , we read of their coming under this 
Ordinance, when they firft were planted , 
19. 
! And now , dear Brother , as touching forne 
of the other Churches you fpeak of , 1 grant we 
do not read of their coming under the practife of 
this Ordinance; yet what doth this make againit 
. it? For I pray confider , where do wercad of 
their Repentance, of their Faith, or of their 
being bapriled , or their believing of the Refur- 
rection of the dead , or Eternal Judgement? 
there is nothing fpoken of feveral ofthe Churches, 
concerning any of thefe other Principles; and 
very obfervable it is , that we do not read of any 
| _ of the Churches , fave one, or two, who did pra- 
ctife the Ordinance of the Lords Supper: yet 
[do not doubt but youconchude, all theChurches 
of the Saints did continue in the practife of it, for 
| the way of God was oncand the fame in every 
a Cor. 47. If in fome places of the 


or, truthinsts primitiwe parity. 
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Darknefs, and fon vmguift’d, 
it isfpoken of, to betheduty, and 
practife of the Saints , thongh notexprefledin 
allplaces it matters not; for if that which isthe - 
@aty of one Believer , as a Believer be the, duty 
| of every Believer, then there isno need forthe 
Almighty, to {peas of every particular Church- 
es obedience ,-eitherto Baptifme , Laying onof 
hands , or the Lords Suppér, &c. =f 
One thing I cannot but call over again, 
“ed, and confefied by Mr. Danvers; (viz.) thar 
there is a Laying on-of bands reecored among the 
Princiol:s of the Dottrinc of Chriff, 
"Fis well hewill grant this ; nay, and it ts one 
¥ of his firft teachings , he alfo doth acknowledge; . 
then J hope he wilt-allow us to fay, Chritt 
Laying on of hands as a foundacien principle : 
and if he taught it, “twas that it might bepra- 
ctifed as a rudiment, foundation ; or beginning 
truth, & then-ought not allof neceffity to yield o- 
bedience there too; ought not'a practical foun- 
_@ation truthto be obeyed by all? for as every par- 
titular Perfor actinally torepent , believe , and 
‘be baptiled , fo cach one onght to come under the 
prattife of Laying on ofhands , it being. a prin- 
ciple of thedame-extent ,n ture , and quality , 
_xvith the other,andjoyned to them; and ircanhot 
Baptifme , 1 do not yield obedience by be: 
tieving, other Perfons were or:eught to be bapte. 
ded, but ‘by being baptifed my fel'. We do.gyant 
‘that fome act done upon, or practife done by 
_ ochers; may beteachingtous, thonghnot being 
ingaged in Qur.own Perfons to do'the fame , but 
a then. 


or, Truth inka primitive perity. - §7 
tien it muft not be any fuch fundamental prirs 
ciple , and-practice as this, being of the fame 
nature that is to fay with Repentance, Fait2, "and 
Baprifme; will it ferve myturn to believe tis. 
another Mans duty to repent, furely no, J muft 
repent my felf , and be’ieve my felf, orelfe am 
underthe neglectofmyduty. | 
And: whereas youin page 43. tellus,of other objedtion. 
beginning teachings , proper for all baptifed Babes. 
~ You pretend to take “up the fumbling block ont 
of the way of Geds Peop-e: But in this ‘tis palpable 
you rather caft one in their way will you make 
new foundation Principles , or call thofe begin- ©’ 
ning Principles of Chrifts Dottrine , or of 
Church Conftitution, which God no where fo _ 
calleth ? We fay, fuch only are to be accounted, 
or reckoned , beginnin , and foundation Prip- 
ciples,which the Word of Goddecareth foto be, 
Secondly , It appears as if you would make 
Laying on ofhands, for miraculous healing, to be 
the Laying on of hands , Heb. 6. which hath been 


fully anfwered again, and again; And you fhould pili 


Anfwer. 


have refuted Mr. Griffith, and Mr, Rider be: 
fore “you infifted upon this, I think it needlefs 
upon that account to f{; eak any thing to it ;. fhalf 
only tefer the Redder to thofe Books 
foriatisfattion. But this I muft fay, thar, chat 
Laying on of hands for healing , deth.not belong 
to Babes asfuch , ftrong Men, and Fathers may 
| be heck, andhave need of it, as well as others , 
hefides this fort, doth not concern all ( only 
Perfons ) and may be prattifed often agair , 
and again, as oft as Perfons may be natn 
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word, or Doétrine of Chri 
| which were for the Confirmation thereof, which * 


wader bodi' a oc but that principle that 


is onc of the beginning words of Chrifts Dot. 
rinc, or Foundation, is only to be laid, or practif- 


ed: once, Heb.6.1. Sot Laying again, ¢c.. 


Ulbbelievers had hands laid uopon them for heal... | 


ing, and therefore I might alo argue it appertains 
mot unto Babes as fuch ; anoioting with 


’ as the Ordinance for healing j in the Churc 
Thirdly , Mr. Danvers fhould make a ‘diffe. 


promife , or gift, to fome particular Perfons, 
and what he taught as a general ife, ss 
which is minded Mark aid down pr 
*“mifary wife , to fuchthat fhould have the gift 

Faith , or the Faith of Miracles * , aad 
drink poy- nothing to the purpofe. 

fon,orany Fosrtbly You do not between the 
and Miracles, 


in 16, the Spirit doth verf. 20. 


for caufeth your miftake, 


But, Sir, do you not confute your felf, by 
ae thus arguing? you owned even now the Do 


Grine of Laying on of handsto bea 
of Chrift; but this you {peak of here, 


pranced to be temporary , being 
tion of the word, as your felf 
hy por , and every word, or Ordinance of Chrift, 
as-I fave fhewed, was more , or confirmed 
with pepe , and wonders , according to this pr¢- 
Chrift. I fMiallfay no more to this , but 


2-08. Proceed to your next shjettion. 


Page 44. every one of thefe principles Heb. 
6 2,are fo to anak in by Babes, 
wit 


lisleft | 


sence , between that which Chrift taught as a 
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or, truthinits primitive parity, 59 
without which we are not to eftcens them tommuni- 
cable, what do you (ay to rke Dottrine of Bapss{- 
mes, inthe one of the principles , miuft all be 


baptifed with the Bapti/use of the Spiris , and of fuf- 


ferings, oe. | | 
We anfwer byjdiftinguithing between'that Bap- 
tifme , that isa pra¢tical duty , and that which is 


taught, or laiddown by our Lord Jefusto bebe- 


lieved , that Baptifme that is commanded , ought 


abfolutely to be obeyed byevery Babe;and ’tis as 


abfolutely neceflary for every Babe,to believe the 
Doctrine of fufferings; which Jefus Chrift preach- 


—edto ali that would follow him, and be indeed his 


Difciples ; this was that which he raught Adareh, 
20. 22, 23. to the rwo Sons of Zevedce, that 
they { and fo confequently all che Children of 
God ) fhould more , or lets be bapts/ed with: In 
the World (jaith Chrift ) yor foal have trsbula- 
tier 16. 33. "Tisneceflary that évery Saint 
fhould be inftructed into this, and believe this, 


that throng much tribulation we maf exter 


into the. Kingdom of God, and all thofe who wil live 
odly an Chrtst fe/ ua , foall [uffer perfecution. We 
y noe, that every one muft actually forfake 
Hovufe, and Lands , and Life for Chrifts fake , and 
the Gofpel, or elfe: be none of Chrifts [Difci- 
pies, but.imholy difpofition foto do, and when 


Chrift calls them to it, 


_” And now as touching the Baptifme of the Spi- 
rit, that the Spirit is promifed to every true Be- 


liever , fee Joel 2.°28, 29. which the Apoftle 


Peer, Ais 2.17, compared with ver/. 38. 39. 


applycs indefinitely co all penitent baptifed Per- 


fons, 


| 


Aas 14 


2 Tim, 3, 
12° 
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Darkne/s, and Confufion vanguifh'd, 
fons, whether fews, or Gentiles » as their right 
by ‘promife of the Father to receive , andnorto | 
hie of that generation, but alfo tothofe that 
fhould repent, and be baptifed , in all fuoceed- 
ing Ages; this promife is onc and the fame with 
thatin 7.38, called Rivers of water , implying 
be the gift of tic Holy Spirit, In Atts 17. like 
be taken gifts. In Adis 8. 15, the Holy Spirit. Whichthe 
inacom Apoftles inthe belief ofthe promife , 2. and 
fobs 14. 16. \2. 38. prayed for; from 
| Pormetgg: which Scriptures ‘tis apparent , that all Believers 
more , or are undér the like promiffes ef the Holy Ghoft 
“greater or Baptifme thereof upon like terms of repen- 
tance ,jFaith,&c. And according to the meafure 
of Faith, given us by Chrift , may our Bapti{me, 
Teftamenror fillings with the Holy Spirit be. 
. | difpenfari-- And thus it isthe bonden duty of every fincere 
te ov Soul., or Ditciple , to believe he fhallreceive , 
rit “a or be baptifed with the Spirit , (according as the 
Chriftthén will of the-fame Spirit is , that divideth to every 
‘before, _ Mian the particular meafures thereof ) having 
the promife of a faithful and never failing God . 
to relic upon 5; provided he proceed , arfd 
‘in hisobedience , as he is directed in ie. blefied 
Word ; forthe attaining 
But af it fhould be objedted ; none are 
| tifed with the Holy Spirir’, but thofe that re- 


ings with the Spirit, In 2. 38. "tis [abd to 


¢eive it and inthe ‘extraordinary Gifts 


‘thereof. 


anfwer byidenying cand that then ci- 
ther there are no true believers now , or. 

_» doth nor perform his » becaufenone fo 
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or, Truthinits primitive purity, 
receive’ the Spirit, but there are Believers , and 
God doth perform his promife ; therefore Saints 
are baptiled with the Holy Spiritnow , 1 Cer. 
12,33. 
..And ‘tis to be obferved, that Past in his E- 
piftieto the Church of Ephe/us , on whom he had 
-. impofed hands, 4éts 19. 6. (and they did fpeak 
with tongues , and prophefied ) takes no notice 
of thofe vifible gifts, butfaith, J» whom alfo af- 
ter ye believed, ye were fealed with the Hely Sparse 
of proms/e, Epo. 1.13, plainly fhewing that, that 
is the great benefit received, and enjoyed by 
_ Believers to be fealed by the Spirit, and the 
Baptifme thereof, ‘tis not matter of rejoycing 
fo much' to work miracles , as ‘tisto know ex#r 
names are written in Heaven, and thus wehave 
explained the Dogtrine of Baptifmes; and from 
hence we may fee , that it is the duty of baptifed 
Believers as fuch , to wait upon God for the Bap- 
tifme promifed ,: in whofe power on'y it is to 
give it, and who alone isthe Difpenfer, and Ad- 
minifter thereof. 3 


Now to what you mention in the third place , on 


“pag. 45. That the Laying on of bands, Heb. 6. 2. 
may the Laying on of hands upon the Mirt- 
fry for their folemn invefture into their Office, 
whether Deacons, Elders, or Meffengers , whico 
you [ay 1s to be taught known; and under- 
by aks though all are not commande ixtothe 
perfonal pracli(e of fer all are mot Propkets, A= . 
prties. Teachers ; and moft remarkable, thet 
the Dottrine , or teaceing-of Lavirg on of wands, 16 
all that 1 mentioned in thu Scripture; all 
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anfwer,  Andbefore [ cometo Bivea 


Darkne[s, and Confufion vanquife'd, 

Believers be tanglr ie, that's plain, but tha 

they are obliged therefore to prattife it , tenet bere, 
or elfe where to be found, 


further anfwer to 
this grand Objection, I can’t but obferve your re- 
markable ignorance,& miftake; you fay the Do- 
Ctrine,or teaching ofLaying on of hands,isall that | 
‘8 mentioned in this Scripture ; why do you {peak 
thus of Impofition of hands only ? may you not 
' aswell fpeak fo concerning Repentance , Faith, 
and Baptifme ,as of this principle ? they alfo are 
neceflary only tobe taught , and known by ail, 
and none concerned in the perfonal practile of 


By thisar-them:; if you fay right, would any judge ‘this 
gument he so0d Divinity ? what reafon can you give fecing 
‘the pragi. 24 the four are practical Ordinances ? that the 


parr of three firft fhould be taught, fo as to be perfonally 


Principles. hough what you mind here hath already been 


_  @alled.? (4. Doftrind Chriftiana Initia, few 


practif'd by all,and the other onlyito be believ'c; 


fully aufwered , yet I fhall endeavour (God af- 
fifting)to examine this Text a little further ,.and 
fhall do my befttoevince, and make moft evi- 
dent, that the Laying on of hands inthis Text, — 
cannot intend, or be meant that upon Church 
Officers; but muft of neceflity mean that fort 
‘now contended for , and I am the rather willing 
fpeak further to this Objection , becanfe this 
being anfwered our work is done. 
Ferft, Now then firft of all,take noticethat the ¥ 
Apoftle is a {peaking only here of the firft Prin- 
ciples of the Dodtrine of Chrift , are they not fo 


nicnts of 


Tye beginnings, 2 ravt 
Chie 
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or, Truthin its primitive parity, 
Dearine. Oras Beza, Prima Cbrs- 
principia : The firh principics of 
@briflanity. Now Laying on of hands on 
Officers , is not a beginning Principle, ‘tis nor 
of the Alphabet of Chriftian Religion, 1 think | 
you will not dare to affirm it fo to be; May noc 
a Church , or People, profefs , and prattife the 
firft , or beginning Principles of Religion , and 
proceed very far in the way of Chriftianity, and 
have no Officers orderly ordained amongft 
em, 
But Second/y , Thefeare principles, thet ap-. 
pertain to the fountiation of Gods Houle, or 
fucti upon which the Houfe is built, or which 
give being to it, they areal! equal in kind, na- 
ture and quality, and one not to be without the 
other, "God having joined them together asall 
of one rank., for the bearing up this Spiritual 
Fabrick , fee ver/.+.. But Laying on of hands on 
Officers , is an Ordinance of another rank , and 
nature 5 a Church muft be firft built , gathered, 
er conttituted,, and Perfons muft-have made a 
confiderable progrefs in the Profeflion of Reti- 
gion, before they-can orderly be chofen , oror- 
daitied, to the Office of Deacons, Elders , or 
Meflengers ; in fhort, Officers are not for the be-° 
ing , but for the wellbeing of the Church, and 
therefore fuch a Layingyon of hanus cannot be 
intended here: We read of Churches who had 
no Officersamongft them. If Mr. Danwrs were 
required to preach unto a People , which are the 
fundamentals of Gofpel Church (viz. what 
Perfons ought todo ; that fo in an orderly 
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they may be Congregated together , in the fe 
lowfhip the Gofpel, or be made Members 
ofthe vilible Church, would he tell them Laying 
-“onof hands on Officers is.one princi; le ?, Surely 
_ he would preach no 'fuch Doctrine ; he would nat 
affirm this to be one of rhe R iuments.of a, Chii- 
‘ftian practife .( that which of all aGhrittian 
thould. be inftruSted, in., thathe may havea be- 
ing in Gods Houle ,) nor a foundation Principle 
Church Conftirurion, that this Laying onof 


hands, fpoken of here, is fo, nothing is.more 
evident, for if it bea principle of the founda- 
fion ,. either it muft be., fay I, a.fundamen- 
tal of Salvation. or elfe-of Church Conftitutions 
‘Dut pone will fay of the former, it 
-muft be ofthelatter, 4 
Thirdly, That it cannot intend or.mean Lay- 
ing on of hands on Church Officers, might be 
made further.to appear, becaufe ‘tis joined 


coupled with Baprifine , in order of words; 


the Laying on of hands, which follows:here in 


‘what reafon can be given., why. Laying on of 
on Officers, fhould be by the Spirit of God 
‘Vaid down after this fort? Repentance from dead 
works, Ana Faithtowards God; the Dotirine 
of Baptifme ,, dad Laying on of hands; Refur- 
reGion fromthe dead, And Exernal. Judgement: 
May we not fafely argue as we do that 


order of isthat which followed inorder 
_ OF prattife? fee 8. and1o. And is 

Mot this to that you acknowledge to 

befound reafonins , in another ca‘e upon Af. 
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and illumination, in order of words;* 


the Baptfme of waters’ tht: is ‘the 


di he whole Charch ofthe 


ife.and sexércife of the of icas 

ia- Children 
19. 


‘ 


R 


Commiffion joyned to’, and 


which, the Apoftles in order of 
ter Faith, and illuméaation , 


Baptiime only intendedinthe Commificn 
_ Andthusby comparing 
we: may. come to be th if thofe things; 
Which at firft feem 

, It cannot:be: mearit here )becaufe thi 


the Chpith in Samaria, 48s 8. 
quently; all other Ghurches’) had or corii¢on on 
under, this principle ineiple 5 as:they had laid Repén- 
tarice, Faith, and: Baptifme , when they were ro ander = £ 
Babes;.,Now , whovan reafonably imagine ; 
ther. af thefetwo the 
the Hebrews were, Officers ;: or thac Officers * was 


did, 
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4 DTaylers onity : That which now remark is , that 


Darkne/s, and Confufion d, 


Difcourfe this ¢fablifhed , and paffed into a Chriftian 

of Confir. Doftrine ; the warranty for what I fay , isthe 

«swords of St. Paxl., Heb. 6. 1. where 

of this adminiftration , and expreffed by. 
«the ritual part of Impofition of hands , is 
«* reckoned a fundamental point; and heré ‘are 
<< fix fundamental points of St. Pawls Catechifme, 
ofthe ofthe Chitian Chore 

therefore they up fo 

“ee dations, Now faith he) 

hands is, that -which the Apoftlé-ufed in 


. 


ing it-cannot intend: Abfolution pa 
Ig cannot be meant (faith he) of Or.’ 
5 and thisisevident:: 
Finis: Bocauleithe Apoftles (f. hic 
* henceforth leave to fpeak ob the 
toiperfectiony, thats to higher My- 
mone of Impobtionof prefent- 
wangilical, Priefthoodgcand the honour Of that 
byowhith fais evident ‘hefpeaks — 
“nothing of Opdinination in the Catechifine, 
> This alfo appears from. the con. 
a text, | 
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on, broth primitive purity, 67 
not Laying on of hands is 
immediately after but alfo “ng 
** caufe jin the very next words ofhis Difcourfe, 
he does enumerate , andapportion to thefe Or- 
dinances proper proportioned effects ro 
e Faith, and ptifme, illumination to Laying on 
hands, tating the Heavenly gift ,and being 
* made fee of the Holy Spirit , by the 
ified declaring the and by hopes. 
talts of the good things 
" 7 the World to come; He that falls from this 
‘*ftate , and turns Apoftate , from this whole > 
difpenfation digging down , and turning-up 
** thele foundations, he thall never be buile a 
“gain, he can.never be, baptifed again , and 
never confirmed any more; [fheremains up- 
“ on thefe foundations , thoughhe fins, he may 
be renewed d'fave » by, Repentance, and 
by refi of che S if ke ad not wholly 
guenched bim bat renounces the whole Co- 
defperate, be can newer be renewed , thie 
“the full explication of this excclent leap ( faith 
DoCtor ) and orser wayes it cannot be expli- 
“* cated, bat shercfire inte this place any natice of 
ordination cannot come, no fence , ne miftery can 
be made of it, ar draws from it. 
“* perpohtion of C onfirmation : the whole Congext 
rational, and intelligable. cites 
Calvin, and as {peaking the fame 
ings upon this 
To thefe 


ad; 


pins on Hib. 6. ly (lies 
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Darkneft, and d, 
Laying onof hands, which wae adminifired tothe 
fal after Baptifme of whichSt. Luke 
Speaker, Ais 8.8 As 19. might eGro- 
time, & Heming,arid feveral other modernAuthors, 
“upon the fame place* But having ; I remember, 
upon mentioned feveral before elie 
‘Where, fhall clofe this with a paflage out, of 
Erafmus Bréfeas on Heb. 6,1. “The jor to Chri- 
6. Fignity (faith he) Repent ance of aur former. 
next that Salvation to be boped from God 
“next that we be purged in Baptifme from our filth, 
“_Mext that by Laying on of lauds we receive the, 
= Opening , and farther proving of Eayis on of hands, 
Als 8.16 ‘17, 6. alfe 
Sewing the judgement of Ancient , aud Modern 


Danvers having laboured ‘to weaken 
‘the proof of our prattife from Heb, 6.1, | 
2; “though all he fays, you may fee; fignifiesno-_ 
thihg* Comies pape'4§>to examine’ Acts 8. 
, which we affirm to be full prefidents’, 
for Laying on of hands upon baptifed Believers. 
Thefemme of his Objections, or the way he - 
Sto in value what we infer from ‘thence , 
. Ob}. Gion, take as“followeth page 46, As to thas of Samaria 
[aid that several Being converted in phat City, 
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or, in primitive parity 69 
“gles ,| and continued [ome tine. with them Ads 8. 
13. yet did beim pole hands theme that we 

of, the Church of Jerufalem hearing thas Sa- 


miria bad received the Word of God and that the 


Spirit was net fallen upon none of them, (viz:) in aw- 
fille manner , which was attributed to thofé 
meafures , frequently given im thofe 

dayes, 10,44. which fometimes did fall upon 


them and femectimes after, did fend 


Peter , and John, who it feems mere extracrdinaryly 


gifted by that on whom [oever they prayed, 


and layd their the Spirit was vifibly extra- 
‘ordinary, and immediately given, and’ tis they 
- laid their hands 
faid. Surely not all, for Simon by bis pro- 
plane offer difcevered he bad neither lot , ‘nor part 
therein , though baptifed,&c. 

_ The firft thing he feems tohintat , as.an Ob- 
jeCtion 
this (vex,) Philip laid not te bands 
upon , after be ban 
Which we have anfwered already but this I 
muft needs fay now , that if Prter., and laid 
‘their hands on thofe baptifed Believers in Samea- 
ria. as Men which were miraculoufly gifted, 
ott by virtue of theiy extraordinary attaincments 
it might feem 
hands upon them, becaufe he. though but a 
‘Deacon, was endowed with thofe extraordinary 
Gifts, ‘and had wrought wonderful fignes, and 
miracles inthe fame Ciry before; The reafon, 
therefore, why Pbils, did not impole hands upon. 
them, was becaufe he was not miniterially 
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thems but bow many ‘tis net 


againft our practife from this'place,, 


that Phillsp laid not his 
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= Darene/t, and Confufion vangnife'd, 
paciated fo to do, it not belonging, orappar | 
taining unto him, upon the account ofhisOf © 
“fice, nor his extraordinary Gifts , and endow- | 
‘This alfo 1 might further make appear, be- | 
-caufe the Church at 7er «/a/em did not fend down 
to Samaria, Men as beitg {imply indowed with 
miraculous Gilts, but fuck chat had Minifterial 
power , and authority as the Servants of Chrift , 
and in his narne tocompleat , and perfect what 
Dr,Ham-» an (faith Dr. Hammzon) referved te 
_ mon inhises she Rulers of the Church . and not communicated, 
alowed 10 inferior Officers , [uch as Phillip she 
But now whicreas Mr. Danvers doth feem to 
affirm , that as fome in the primitive time had & 
the gift of healing , fo allo others had the gift, § 
Holy Spirit , “tis utterly.de- | 
nyed, andthe contrary has again, andagain been 
proved , for that "tis only the elf of God, and 
Chrifts blefied prerogative , they were found in 
their duty , they prayed, and laid on their hands, 
and left theiffue to God, to give the Spirit, 
to his promife , and good pleafure of 
OdjcAion. Bur fome may objet, toe read cf 
none but fhe Zpofttes that Bands on Bap- 
tifed Siltebers , and they not by ver- 
tne of their miraculons endowments, nor had power 
to give the holy Spirit, yer they might alibercin, | 
by verte of sbcir exsrmerdinary Cal wnto thar 


Aile 


4g 
. 
4 
a 
“ty 
~ 
. 
on 
> 


dation principle of his Doctrine 
it wnto faithful Men ; that werct 


nances (yea, and did whatloever they did in the 


worthip and fervice of Chrift ) “by vertue of the 
faid extraordinary Call unto the Miniftry, as well 
in this: fo nothing which the Apoftles 
practifed is a prefident, or arule unto us (as fome 


ignorantly have ‘affirmed, 2 fo called of God, 


and endowed as they were.) 


__ Secondly, Had nor Afattbias the fame power 
to adminifter Ordinahces ( who was mediately 


called to his Office by the Church ) as the other 


ift Jefus? and is not the end, and work.of 
the Office (however called re it ) one , andthe 
fame ? (viz) rhe work of the Adimpry ; the per; 


Gait +. who were immediately called by 
t 


etling the Saints , and edifying the Boay of 


_ Thirdly » We read hardly of any that preach- 
ed the word Authoritively , or officinated.inan 


ce, befides the extraordinary Apoftles , and 


therefore if what they did be nota Law , or rule 
tous, and_to all ordinary Minifters, unto the 


end of the World , we fhall be ar a Jofs in many 
other refpects; It muft thereforeofneceffity be 


- 


terete that wharfoever they taught,. and prae 


iféd Ordinance of Jefus Chrift, and foun- 
they delivered 
Succeeders, 


- 


that they might be able to teach orhersalfot and + 2 Tim. 
with that Pbil.4..9. Thofethsngs that 2 3. 
both learned ,andreceived, beard, andfeen 
in me do, and the God of Peace foal be with you. 


this agrees 
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beled adminiftration, by vertue of their OF 


Drath ints primitive parity, 
‘You may fay, they acted in all other Ordi- antwer, 


Eph. 4 
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Fourthly, Had it been a fervicefor 
“only., and none to be the Adminiftrators there. 
of, but thofe Apofties it would nothave § 
‘Been left as a ftanding , or foundation principle 
» inthe Houfe of God , and been joyned to Faith, 
In the fecond place, he would make us be-. 
fieve ( if he knew how ) that the end ofthat ad- 
miniftration was forthe extraordinary , or 
“ble Gifts of the Holy Spirit which atthebe 
inning of this Treatife , we have’ clearly refu- 
ted, and anfwered ; yetthis I fhall fay further, 
_(viz.) that by his way of arguing , the Apoftles. 
telolved that all the Church at Samaria; yea, 
and that alfo at Epbe/us . both Men, and Wo- 
mien, fhouldhave the extraordinary Gifts, fince 
_ they laid their hands upon all chat were baptifed, 
without exception; Nay, further it follows | 
roundly , ‘that. where ever the Apoftle found any ~ 
_. particular Believer , Difciple , or Difciples , that 
~~ had not received thoft vilible , or extraordinary 
Gifts , they were'to lay their hands upon themito 
that end: For { prefume Mr. Danvers doth judge, 
had‘ Pax/ found twelve hundred, as he fonnd | 
twelve 2t ,-who had not received, nor . 
heard of the Holy Ghoft , he would have'laid | 
_ Wands‘laid upon them; which doth prefuppole 
, that-thofe miraculous Gifts were promi: 
fed, and doth eclong untoevery particular Soul 
_in'the Church of God; which is dire€tly 
trary to T Cortnrg, IZ. 4, 8, G. and 29. 30. for 
«though ‘(as we have proved) the Holy Spirit be 
‘promif edtoevery fincere obedient Sou! , or Be. 
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liever i inthe Lord Jefus Chrift , 
¢xtraordinary promifed to a 
)cular ; y referved in the for 
breaft af Almighty whom , who, 
ter what manner he will diftributechem. Shere 
are le) 1 Cor. 12,4. Biberfitiss 
Gitte, bur-she fame Spirit, soonetsgivenby — 
she fame Spirit , she of te 
word af to another Faith, to an: ,, 
other the gift of Healing by she fame Spirit * he Spi 
another the working to another Pr: ‘eth 
phecy-y te another rouguts, 8, 9, 10, very Man 
are all Prophets ? are all workers of Miracles ¢ feverally, 
have all she gift-of healing 
‘From hence cin be more clear then 
this (viz.’ that though allhaverighttotheSpi- 
rit, yet but have the extraordinary 
The Third thing Mr. Danvers dothicem to af- 
firm, is this (viz. all in Samaria’, that were bap.’ 
tifed , had not hands Jaid upon them; becaufe 
it is faid of J:mon., he had no part, nor lot in’ 
that matter. Here he begs the queftion , taking’ 
it for granted, that had nor hands laid up- 
on him ; forinthis Mans Judgement , why might’ — 
not Simon have jot, and part in that matter? If 
by and part ‘be meant the vifible mira-’ 
culous Gifts of the Spirit ; fince Hypocrites mygaiti 38 
partake , or fhare them; ‘as our Saviour plain- aft om 
ly. fignifies , Corinth. Devils 
He come under the Ofdie’ 


; 
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ot 
4 
* 
4 
in 


any part, or lot in the 
Comforter, the. 


World receivegh 


¢¢ 

may 

> 
Or ar 


Holy 


fhould grant Sisson had not | 
which h upon him*, yet would it 
Erather hurt our caufe inthe leaf , becaufe he might be | 
itcame to be his 
fore it doth 
thofe that 


y 


sOrdodelire : And furely this | 
be denyed by any 
bel 


this with 
Jyes in thi 


autece- 


il? had 


%4 Vanguify a, 
found ,. with God » fie might nor af 
2 reception of the bleh 

for cah an cr 

partake of, pi Fag 

Thirdly, By Jot., or part in that matte 
: not be meant , of partaking of the ritual 
, ternal part of the Ordinance, but rather it refer fe 

to that defire of his , to have power to bean Ak 5B 

: miniftrator of it upon others , fo that the 
3 SPirit might be given: to thofe he laid hishanttte 
upon, But 

‘ 

der this appointment fave Simen; we have 43 

much as we need 

cannot rationally 

M.Blacke WOFdS ver/, 12. | 

wood the Laptiled , both Men, and Women : compare 7 

ver/. 16. that the Holy Spirit was fallen 

ee of them T, only they were baprifed in 

of the Lord Jefus; muft not they’, and” 

the them, mean all chofe who are faid te be bapti- 
fed? fo likewife when’tis faid verf, 13. they 
bere: their hands upon them; dothnot théimin- | 

the very fame they prayed for? andfhall 
bape. WE think they did-not»pray for them 

| 


truthining primitive parity.” 
Wt: mot all the like need ofthe Spirit ofGod? and 
Ve (and is it not promifed to all the Sons, and Hand- 
? fhall we think the Apoftle did not pray 
i for the Women , as wellasthe Men? the weak- 
er Veflels , as well as for the ftronger , in Adaseh. 
1928. 19, 20, (as’tis well minded by Mr, 
tis faid., Go seach all Nations, baptizing them , 


and in the words following , seaching them, te ob- 


 ferve ali things that bade commanded pau. 
of them. that them all, and every 

em, were mace Difciples , and | 
One word or two further I would mind , con- 
cerning what Mr, Danvers objects againft us , 


from 19.6. from the effects that followed. 


this adminiftration , he ftill argues as if that were 
the abfolute end thereof :. Which, as a great Do- 
wellobferves, is too trifling a fancy, to 
pus inbalance againft facred an. Inftitution, 
But Jet us examine this Scripture a little mere: 
Have jon received the Holy fince ye be- 
lieved ? (faith our Apoftle.) They faid unto him, 
We have not fo much as heard, whetker there be 
any Holy Spirit, Unto what then were ye bap- 
fed ,&c. Two thingsare very remarkable from 
the Text, | 
Firft., That. 
the fence that the Apoftle makes inquiry , after — 
their reception of it , isthe abfolute, and un- 
doubted right of every baptifed Believer in 
Chrift Jefus.,: it appears from thefe two expref- 
fions: Make ype Spicit, finceys 
Unto what thew were ye 


‘ 
we 


he Ho! ‘Spirit (according to 
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Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jefiis-Chrift, 
were inftructed into the Promife of rhe Holy 


96 and vanguily’ 
rifed It feems 


fay) that you believing in Chrift , and havi 


been baptifed, and yet have not received’ ‘ 


Spirit; fince this is the preat Légicy , our 


ciples, 
Secondly Tis evident that was 


Ghoft , and fo conf y into La ay ing on 
of Hands , which was outward “Cereino- 


ny, or Miniftry iof it, which belonged to them 
as Perfons fo. confidered. Pax! fcems to call 


an queftion their Baptifme fince they were whol- 


dy ignorant of that Promife of 


ing es is anexed which contider- 
ed, may fully any any tin. byafed Perion, 
that the extraordinary or miraculous Gifts could 
not ‘be the end of this Adminiftration : -and as 
touching thole Effects that followed ’tis clear. 


The like Effe&ts followed other Ordinances a3 


well as this, 
Whereas Danvers prefumes. to fay, 


They were fome of the Choorch of Ephefus ; and 


Can it be thought ‘thar thofe werest 

“that Church; and 

‘ agnorant of the Holy Spirit; and fur | 
baptized them ‘they 


‘would not: have 
been Members of the 


"Secondly, They are not called the Church’, 
nor-of the Church, nor fome of the Church, 
put Difciples yea, and fuch alfo as it 


/ 


ftrange to me (as if Pax! 


Hol 
Lord , and: Mafter, left to every one of his Dit 
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lec 
c! 
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Ob) 
apain , war te? we Ck. 


‘that were only Inftrutied into the 


of Fokn, 
Thirdly, h we of rwelve chat 
them; which, was the 


had -hands laid upon q 
of the * that Paul found at that How ms- 
time, who lay fhort of their Duty and privi.cywomen 
| ledge in that refpect ; fince we fee the Spi Pri ried, 
was their right, as baptized Beleivers, it ‘fol. | they ar 

lows that it was and isthe duty of every Be- Gidome 

leiver to ycild obedience to this Ordinance , the lefler 

as well as it.was the duty of thole twelve. The 

way of God touching. the Adminiftration of 

Gofpe inftitutions , being one.and the fame 

7” all the Churches of the Saints, notwithftand- — 
what hath already ‘been offered, may be 
atisfactiory Anfwer to Mr. Dasvers, concern- 
ing what fhe minds from thofe two places of | 
© Holy Scripture; yet becgufe I find fo. many 
Men, both ancient and oflattertimes, 
agreeing with us in their Expofitions, or Com- 
mentarysupontheletwo Piaces;andmotknow- 
ing but their Words may with fome take more rie 
Place then what Such Speaks fatter q 
IDE Cite a ee 
Ciprian of Adis 3. 97. ‘It jan - 
gain, ani that waich was wasting , was. performed 

Peter and John,.shat by Prayer and 
| “fies af Hands, she. 5 piri foowld be. Perbiag 

Hierom in Aas. of the A tles, 
We find another I, axce of rhe Celebration of tls | 


4 


» 
~ 
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“the Baprized 
_“* them and then Laid bis Hands 
«ghey received the Holy Spirit, And thefe Tefti- 
Bucherised (is cited by Dr. Tayler) fpeaking 
er thus. “The fame thing that is done nowin Impof- 

page of Hidnds on fingle Perfons, x0 ot her. then 
43- shat which was done upon all Beleivers in the 

ofthe Hely Spirit. - 
mentions Zanchins ; “ I wif that the Ex- 
Samples of the Apoftles , and Prieativt Church 
were’ of more Value amongft Ciriftians. It 

_ “© were well if they were fo, (faith the Doctor) bat 
more then meer Examples 
*¢ of fucb-felemnities, the Apoftles are our Mafters 

**in thom, ‘and bave given Rules and Prefidentt 


fruition. ° 
tities affirmeth; that the Layi ngon of hands, 
Heb. 6. Mentioned 8. 17. 19.6, By St. Like,” 


that of Com 


given to Perfons 


whereby the Spirit of God 
‘baptized, wheremnk they be- 


, confefs the Name of Chrift _ 
the Enemies of the Faith. | 

th hey” That were’ wont 

** to Perfons baptized, 


ample of the Apoftles, reacheth, 
Dt. Han. Dr, Hammon alfo'in his Axnetations faith, 


4 


thon in his ““ That Ft was Confirmation , way appear pre- 


—#nnt.on bable, becanfe it fo foon attended their Coxv:rtion 
Aas and the which were 


at Ephefus , Paul firft 
them, and 


ec 
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far the Charch to follow, this a Chriffian Law, 
and Writen (as all for our 
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wasa Laying on, of hands pragtifed immediately 


at Jerufalem heard that Samaria had received 
the Word of God , they fent Peter, and John, ver/. 
14, Whic wel (faithhe) with shat of 
Confirmation, which san Alt refereed to the 
«* Rulers of the Charch, and not communicated , 
“ar to inferier Officers , fach as Phillip the 


br pon 19, 6, he 10 his Pa 
And then paraphrafing Bs 19. 6 
faith after thig: Paul’ by Inepofician of hands, and 
benedittion., gave, them Confirmation, by. which 
Ralph nning {peaking of Ads 8. 17. andSee aBook 
Abts 19. 6. upon them 
That ét was, the: pracisfe of the Apostles, after” 
they bad baptifed latter, te Re 


m what wes here faid; 1329. 15. 
oppofition te what Mr. Dasvers faith in page 47. 
that thefe two. places arecleariprefidents, and 
riles for this practice, as.wellas Heb. 6, 1, 2. 
and other Scripuures, we haveinifted upon, 
the end of the, World; for asi much thar there 


after Baptifme, and, with much certainty upon 
every. bes ifed Believer 
an end as sands 
out yak re BO Gos J 
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fed Believers: Moth 


ical any this Ordi. 


| : a this 
word Ordinance ,, Chrifts 


the H it’, ‘ashe di 


Pi 


remain; and verydangerous it 
in for Man to 


“, 


. a = 
« 
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~ Argument’ » DEcause-t was to 

I. 

4 
oud, 

4 main, in; full force tothe end of our 

in. full | orld-as our 

dury to obferwe; keep , and and v 

it > OF deftroy OF. 

void: the may 

* 

ae? 
é 
OF 


think, shat 


that is enjoy 
the end of she World , sf jou love me's keep my Com- ee 
gave Comforter, that be may 
DoGor.fer. Taylor, whom I have had pr, Taytor 
concerning the ui t on a 
this: very 


rpuity 
Piha great Gift of the Holy 
-promifed to abide with che Church 


‘ 
Fer 


‘was 


*forever; Repeat everyone 


3 


4 


March 
p2g. é89., 
‘ane semporary principle phas was te laft but 
simey among it. five pexpesmal Principles » and 
_ Thirdly Becaufe the promife of the Holy 9. 
| | - | ‘ 


and Confufion d, 


you but fhail’ receive this great thing ; for 


you, and ye fhall receive the Gift of the § 
“Holy Ghoft; ‘not the meaneft Perfon 


“promife is unto you , and unto your Children, 
**and to all that are afar off, even fo many a 


“**the Lord our God fhall call ; this promife'is? 


** made toall, and unto all for ever. And ‘pre. 
fently {peaking as to Laying :on of hands, as 
Gods way for the miniftring of it : ««I fay fuch 
**afolemnity (faith he) ‘tis not eafie tobe fup 
**poied , thould be appointed ; that is, It is not 
imaginable that a folemn Rite , annex’d to a 


_. “perpetual promife, fhould be tranfient , and 
temporary ; for by the ‘nature of relatives, 
**they muft be of equal abode; the promife is 
“ ef a thing for ever: the Ceremony, or Rite, 
** was annexed to the promife, and therefore this 


“**alfo muftabide forever. 
Argum. 4. Fourthly , Becaufe the Spirit which is promi- 


L 


fed, isthe Comforter that leads into all truth, 
and-helps the Saints in their Teftimony , and | 
fofferings for Chrift ; and ‘tis that by which they | 
‘are fealed alfo unto the day of Redemption, | 
Eps. 1.13. Who after that that ye believed , were | 
fealed by the Healy Spirie of promife. “He fpeaks 
"it to the Ep/efans ? who well underftood his 
* meaning , by remembring what was done to 
*‘themy by the Apoftle ; who a while before, 
“after he had baptifed them , laid*his hands up- 
“‘on them ( faith the Doétor’)) fo they re- 
““cewed , and were fealed with the Holy Spirit 
Now have not we, andthe Saints of this Age. 
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| 


as much need-of the Spirits guidances and to be’ 


helped in ‘our Teftimony , and born up-, ‘and 


comforted in our (ufferings and temprations‘as 
the Saints of the ‘former Ages; and have we not 


as much need to be fealed by the Spirit of pro- 
-mife as they had ? why then fhould we not be 


willing to wait God, inthe fame way that 
God hath preferibed 
encreafe of it, even -in that way which the pri- 


mitive Saifits did yield‘obedience, 


for our receivinga further 


But may be, [ome will [ay , we have the Hily objeaion: 


Spirit in as great a wmeafure as you, who never 


came under Laying on of bands and what great- 
er meafure have you after your obedience there to 


then before. 


We date not boaft of our indowments; we 


are poer & needy, and therefore willing to make 


ule of all advantages,and be found in every Ordi- 


nance,that fo we might meet with more of Chrift, 


and ofhis Spirit; and if you bavefo much that 


you need not pray , nor ufe the means God di- 
rects to, for the obtaining morc. ‘tis a rare 
ftate you are arrived too: But if God be better 


then his word to you, we will not complain , 
wayes for the conveyance of his 
Spirit into our hearts; and yet thisis the great 


he hath many 


Ordinance, for the diftribution thereof unto 
baptifed Believers: And we may fay with one 
of the Ancients : ** By this rite of Inmpofition of 


‘hands 5 God bath promifed, and the Saints re- 


ceiwed the Holy Ghoft ; For thongh (faith he) the 


Spirit of Ged was givenextraregularly , and at 
sens as God of Impofs- 


** sion 


Anfwer, 
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- tion of bands was trivag|O- , thie was 
th ghe Ministry of the Spiriey we receive 
‘when we hear, and obcy bis words we tas Chrift 
Faith and yer the bleffed Encharift te 
Body , and Chrift; the Lords Supper ts 
appointed ritwally to convey Clrists Body's and 
* Blood so us , fos Laying on of bands ordained ria 

Now probable, fome who are againft the 
Ordinance of the Lerds Supper , may fay, they 
feed.upon Chrift,. and have as much Commu- 
with him, and Faith in him, as any of us, 
who.often partake thereof; and may be have as 
much to fay uponthis account , as you have on 
the other, will you therefore n }your duty, 
fortimetocomeinbreakingof Bread? 
There is a _promife of the Spirit made to Per- 
- fons in Baptifme ; yet fome may fay , they have 
more of the Spipitof God then you, or I have, 
who never werebaptifed. Cornelius theugh he 
had. received a large meafure of the Spirit of | 
. God was ( notwithftanding that) very wil 
| | ing to be baprifed.,.and to do what ever Peter, — 
from. the command of the Lord Jefus , enjoyn- 
¢d upon him; and thus the Objection is anf- 


Odjeion. exterordinary\ effects did acco ad- 
Winifiration, and [uchdonot fellow news therefore 


the thing you plead for cealed. 
anfwer. Suffer Jer, Tayler to {peak atthis:time , for 
_ largely anfwered this Objection , elfe 


i 

j wered, | 
| 

where Deiere I.mect-with the learned Doctor: ~ 
If 


Ne 
uf 


‘pretence that 


2 


this’ be all (faith he) tat can be nop 
dayes of the Apofttes’, 
did produce’ miraculous cffedts 
neither alwayes , nor at alin all are Confir. 


are all of Miracles? do all fj Peak with 


. the -wind bloweth were it hft 
have Gifts ater thi 
ifts after thar, 
 Thefe Gifts were 
ir on 
| theHo 
given to'him to fulfil his Pairk pricey, 
working Mirac'es was bit Collateral’) afd in- 
cident ; but there is alfo an infifion of the Holy 


| Spirit that for ; the manife ftattons 


of Spi Spirit is enety Man, 
“with all all; And ckerehing if the grace be’ py 
to all, 16 no réafon that 


niftration of thar fhould 


Thirdly Thofe extraordinary gifts wet th. 


( He gives feveral’ 


becayfeof them , who could 
rftanding of an into 
afterwards they be not fo 1 
they may rf believed b “thofe things 
already done ; Another becanfe of 
= ftate ef the Church : But the greater Gifts 
(faith 
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96 Darknefs, aad V. 
ith he ) were.to abide for ever; therefore | 
“tis obfervable that St, fays, Gift 

~ of Tongues is one of the leaft, and mof ufelefs 
a meer fign', and not fomuchas a fignto 
Believer , but toInfidels, and Unbelievers, 
Fourthly, To sand perpe- | 
« fual Miniftry , there were extraordi- 
nary -effects , Confignations : 
“We find three thoufand Converted at one Ser- 
‘mon, five thoufand at another; and Perfons 
.* were miraculoufly cured by Prayer , at the vi- 
 fitation of the Sick; and Devils. caft out in 
-** the converfion ofa Sinner: And now though we 
“fee no fuch extraordinary effects , it follows 
*notthat the vilitation of the Sick preaching, Ser- 
, &c. afe not ordinary and perpetual 
miniftrations and therefore to- fancy , that § 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit , .and Impofi- } 
“« nary temporary Contingencies of it are 
tobe put into the 
againft fo ane an Inftitution ,. re- 
pon fomany. Scriptures... ..... 
oF Fi tely., He argues yet further ., _fhewing 
though the gifts of Tongues, and outward Mi- | 
#acles., remain not with the Church, yet the 
ceater , or more.tranfcendent giftsof the Spirit 
do.continue , (viz,) Sandtficarien, anv Pow- 
Fo2rtitoe . and Fatih, hope,and Lods, | 
RE. Thefe are (faith-he) the Moracles of gract, 
“620 throw down the. pride of Lucifer, to tread on 
“the grea’ Dragon , to trammph over our [pi- 
“ En:mies to cure a difeased oul, tobe 
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_ Or, truth inits primitive purity. 87 
“unharmed by the poyfon of temptation, or, The 
“* 4a more then to receive the Spirtt , toa power of 
Miracles, and [upernatural produtts in 4 de 
“* tural matter 5 for from 4 [upernatural prin- 
“ciple, to receive [upernataral aids to [uperna- 
guralend, inthe Diviner'fpirit of a Man; 
this being more miraculous then the other , it enght 
"(not tobe pretended, shat the difcontinuance of ex- 
“ traordinary Miracles, foould canfe the di/conss- 
“* wuance of an ordinary miniffration and thus 
shat (faithhe) which J was to preve, 
_ Heproceeds to other reafons , but [ think he 
hath faid enough ; and therefore now I fhall re- 
turn to Mr. Danvers page 48. whercia he labours 
ainft the ftream , and would make us believe, 
Laying on of hands upon Timerhy, 2 
mothy 1.6. and 1 Tim. 4, 14. are one , and the 
fame ; which muft be rejected , finer feveral 
reafons have been given tothe contrary , which 
hath not in the leaft been removed by him , or 
others, That Tiwo:by had hands laid upon him 
twice, is evident,; that is tofay , foon after his 
| Baptifine . and when he was ordained to Of- 
fice: One very good reafon for it , is given 4 
Mr. Blackwood: ** Panl (faith he) {peaks of fu 
, as was given by the Laying on ofhis own 
ds *; but the Impofition in Ordination, s* Gy xe 
by the hands of the plderthip 1 Tim. 4. 14, wr, 


the Greek words are uit’ , 
“© fignifying a conjun¢tion of Perfons ; but 
2 Tim.+1. 6. is Sia to denote the 
of one Man. 
doubrlefs fuch Expofition that Mr. 


Dan- 
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88 Darkne/s; and Confufion —s., 
‘Danvers gives , doth to much refie€f upon'the | 
Apoftle ; whole Soul hated nothing more then § 
pride, and arrogancy : Surely he would not have 

- appropriated that to himfelf alone , which was 
doneby.orhersas wellashe, 

. But Secondly, I am perfwaded , my Brother 

is fenfible what has been {aid , in refpedt of tho® 
Gifts , which Timorby received thtough Layings 

on of hands, which hath been fhewed by feveral 
Perfons to be different, ( the one only-relating 

to his Office , or Minifterial power committed to 
him ; the other’, to fach gifts chat are propét , or 

da, belong to all the Saints; though of thishe 
takesmonotice, 

Tam loathto fay; that Mr. Desvers in all 
that he hath dohé in ‘his fmall Tract, has beeh 

todarken Councel, with words without know-: 
Tedge ; yet it would make a Man admire, to § 
confider how confuledly he ‘hath writ upon this 
ubject , he feems to blame ‘us for being'fo po- 

~, Concerning what fort of Laying’ on ofhands 
Stas, that is intended in Heb. 6, 1, 2- which is 
as muchas ifa Schoolmafter fhould blame ,; ‘or 
‘be ‘angry with his Scholar, for.affirmingAisA., 
_ Bis Bs Surely if we have not :perfedtly 


|. learned, our firft leffon, or rudiments of our pro- 
we thall never be g60d ‘Tittotrs of others; 
The Apoltle blames the Hebrews for being 

fuch ill Proficients ; or dull Scholars that they 

Heb.s 22. had gone no’further; and yon fermro blame us 
fer being gone fo far, as.to ‘pohtively 
which are the firft principles of che Dottrine of 

Chriff,, 


be 


| 
| 


Trash in bis primitive purity: 85 
Chrift, Sir , givé me leave to tell you = 
ever you may fuppofe) that it is as eafie to 
what Laying on Of hands ‘it is that is intended. 
Heb, 6. asto know what Baptifme that is , which 
our Saviour refers too, in Ads, 28, 20. 

But Seconaly, You may be affured of this, 
were: we at a lofs, or doubting in the cafe, we 
fhould never come to learn of you , for by 
Own grant , pag. 49. we may fuppofe you 
NOt attained to. a Certain knewle 


felf , nor are able tobe pofitive int 


Cafe, many 
being hard, and di fficute to be 


fay) with thefe that are 


“No marvel, if ignorant Me are at a lois, and 
captivated in their underftante Mhiferablely a. 


bufing , and wrefting thofe myfterious places, 
or things, contained in Pawsls ‘Epililes ‘when 
Men of knowledge fhall loofe themfelves, in fuch 
a plain, and I knew aMan ( fome 


what like Mr, D.}) whoa little while ago , did 
pr know, but that, that Baprifme, and Laying on 
of hands ,&c. in Hebr. 6. 1. 2. might intend 
thofe legal wafhings, and Laying on of hands 


upon the heads of Bullocks , to 
fered up for Sacrifice’in the time of the Law (I 
am 


‘to. py him of another Judgement ) 
to their own 


es 1? the Oracles of God, which 
called Milk for Babes, and not ate 
aie none of thefe things by Pe 


would Men but 
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Seealirrle 


ter, fo hard to be 
"Bat fince Mr. Danvers fays will not 

the dark, bit refolves toyive bis appre. 

enfin of Text im which be thinks be bas the 
wind of Chri? we will proceed pag. 49,56." 
Yet this let mé, premifs before” hand that 
what he hath laid down , as his judgement on 
this Text ,*Mr, Tom/in/on hath lately véry wel 
Trearife of , and fhewed his weaknefs , and the 
Mr. Tom-tidiculoufnets ‘of fuch an Expofition (1 fear he 
linfoniace- did not implore the Throne of grace for light, 


_ ly printed and direction , before he begun to write on this 


biett, he is fo much beclouded, and dark 
ned , concerning the meaning of this Scriprure:} 

He conceives , thatthe fix principles , mentioned 

“here, are vergcomprebenfive., and may take inthe 

ten Commandements the Lords Supper , and. fé. 
 “‘weral osber things; Nay (he fays ) that -Repen- 


tance, and Faith, may comprebend all , both th | 


negative , and pofitive part of boline/s.. 


linefs is comprehended , or ‘intended by 
Six Principles ; what reafon can be given , why 


‘the “Apoftle fhould call them the firft princip}es 


of the Doctrine of Chrift >it would be avery 
| improper thing, to call them the firft that com- 
prehendall , andthére isnoncbelidés them ; by 
- this » when the foundation is laid, the 


whole building is finifhed. 


And if the whole of piety , or holynefs , be in- 
cluded in the two firft Principles: (viz )Re- | 
pentance, and Faith, there was no need forthe | 
bpofile to cnumerate any more Nay «and by 


a Darkne/s, and Con afion VANC 
3 Anfwer. the whole of Relicion , of Doctrine of god- 


| or, truthinits primitive parity, ot 
je | this Argument, fincere obedience to the Lord 

Jefus in Baptifme , and Laying on of hands , to- 

gether with the belief of the Refusrection , and 

Eternal Judgement , is excloded , or not come 

chended in the negative, or pofitive part of 

lynefs, there is nothing of holinefsin any of | 

this; to very little purpofe then hath he , and I, 

{pent our time in writing about cither of thefe 

Principles. | 
But again as Mr. Tomdinfon minds , Hew could it 

be the weakne/s of thefe Hebrews, that shey bad 

need se be taught them again? er howcouldthe 

poftle. [ay be wonld leave them to go on to perfee 

étion Cc. Surely if in thefefirft Principles all 

Religion be comprehended , he would notdo 

well toleavethem; it mightratherhavebeen 

their perfection , ever.toremainthere 

“ in preaching , ftudying, and practifing of them, 

* (and go no further ;) or if we muft needs leave 

them,we muft leave all and holynefs, 

« and fo turn Ranters , Atheifts, or Quakers. _ 


But again, ifthe whole body ofReligion,and 
holynefs is comprehended in thefe fix princi- © 
ples, then no Chriftian had gone further: Nay, 3 
nor perfectly learned the A, 8, C. ofhispro- 
feffion we muftalwayesbelearningthem, 
and {fo ever be but Babes * in Jefus Chriit ; and ¢ a 
no reafon had the Apoftle to blame the Hebrews, principles 
that they had gone no further, fince in_thofe are in the 
fence to be Jooked upon as Milk , and for Babes; what then is the 
meat? and who areche ftrong Mch ? Surely when we have done 
with our Mik the Feaftis ended and there is novafcer difh , to 
{peak according ofthis Metaphor. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ay o 
* 


beginning ‘principles were comprehended the 
— of duty. 

Again page 45, Mr. Danvers would 
Repentance , and Faith to comprehend all , both 
the and po pa of botyness; fo | 
| alfo he proceeds , to tell us , how com hen: j 

Objedtion. faye: on of handsis; and 7 bat 
all forts are fpoken of : (vin. Afiractes, 
Healing and Gifts, that were for rhe Confirme 
tion of the Gofpel , and ‘for the inveftiture 


-Anfwer. There is'ns the f 
‘and’"tis as. Divinity every whit ; 
Expofition , we will argue 
with him. ‘We have fhewed why 
_ Laying on it Cannot intend that upon Sick Perfons , nor up- F 
of hands on Officers of the Church; and as con¢erning | 
extraordinary Gifts’, for the. Confirmation of 
healing 2 the Golpet, af he meant fpoken of Ads 8, 
perpetual 17. and 19.6. utter'y deny, as you heard, 
_admin- ‘and‘clearly make forth the contrary ; that it 
; oe ,, was not the end of that fervice , &c. no more 
part Cie then ‘twas the end of Affembli ng togerher . Pray- 
Preaching, &c. Sith fich Miraculous 
‘followed more orlefs ‘every one of thofe , sid 
fonda other Gofpel miniftrations, as well’ as 
>. “Houfeof ing on ‘of hands upon baptifed Believers: And 
: ‘this being confidered-, ‘tis ftrange he Mould 
fonafter thisblind manner. 
But we further fay , that there js but one ‘ 
fort of Laying on of hands, intended or Com- | 
— in that Place, Heb. 6.°1;2. 
'tis 


_S 
| 
| 
> 
| 
| 
| 
| ; 
4 


| only Cite a Paflage of a Learned Writer upon 


ve 
th 
fo 
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ch 
ft 
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~ © on of hands then one; for though hands : 
Plural Number’, Vet: Laying , which is the which 


tis exprefled in the Singular number ,.. Laying 


(Mr. faith) Tha «meer 
and hgth nothing of truth in it. ( He Agirms) 


that Laying on of bands, s6 as plural as Bapti(m, 


m And this is all the Anfwer he gives. fee page 


_ Ifa bare Affirmation may be taken for Ant 
Proof in this , we are Anfwered; and Mr. 
Danvers hath done his bufinefs ; ( what is here 
more.) And | defire.to know how he. would 
write , were he to diftinguith between one 
and feveral forts,fince Hands.are in the Plu- 
ral Number; the, Adminiftrator is not to Lay 
one only, bur both'his hands: there can beno 
diftingubing ( If shis Man is not miftaken) 
between’ one and divers, kinds ; for where ever 
the Scripture {peaks but of one fort (“in our 
Opponants judgment ) ‘tis Exprefs, as it is here, 
(viz. ) Laying on of hands, and fo as plural, 
fee 1 Timah, 4, 14. need not fpeak more, 


this very Place, and Objection; ’Tis moft pal- 
pable. ent (faithhe ) ** To fuch that are 
not alleep in their reading of that Text, Heb, 
6,.1, 2, that it {peaks inthe fingular Number, 
« of one Laying onof handsalone , and not of 


_Layings on of hands, as it muft have been ex- 


*< orefied, had he médnt more kinds of Imp {iti- Note this 


Phrafe ‘you {peak too, or elfe you (peak 


Ad Rhombum , is a Subftantive of the ogee Gal. 3.16. 


thediftin@i- 


or, Truth, insts primitive purity. 93 
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93 Conftfien vanqnife'd, 


Number, both in a and the Greek. 

But to proceed : Danvers,. 51. $2; 
gives ‘us the ground of his Offences ant 
trouble of fpirit concerning the nature or manner 


of our afferting and maintaining of Princi. 


ofimpolition of Hands. 
tay Negatively, he tells us wheels his of 


"fence lies not, (viz.) Not becanfe we pray for 
bleffing ‘upon onr Brethren and Sifters, or for the 


efture of Lifsing wp, or Laying on of 
Hands’ provided arte As thing of ab 


neve fity, But 


Secondly , ‘When I mpofed as an bref 
Chrift , a beginning Detirine, er Oracle of Ged, 
a Foundation of Chriftian Religion, to which every 
Member , and Difciple of Clrift onght to (ub- 
Non communion , for rejeit- 
ing 4 Foundamental Principal, t b not one word } 
of Inftirution , Command, Precept, or E xampele 
for the fame; and that under pretence of receiving 
more of the Spirit of Chrift thereby, which ta S pirst 
of Love, Meckne/s, Oc. There appears the {pirit 
of uncharitablene/s, vending , and dsvid 


img the body of Christ afferting for Doc- 


brine andl pratlice the and Commands o 
Men: it is for theje things our offences lies 


well founded tpn 12.2% 
22, 18. Prov. 30.6.°) 
Could we have fuch a liberty im our. felves, 


as to make an holy Inftitution of Chritt, only 2 | 
formal or civil Cere 
indifferent, which we may do, or not do,Mr. 
Daxvers would aot be offended with us, - 


Gefture,or a Thing 


Se 
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Secondly, “Were it a true Charge he brings 
apainft us, he would have caufe enough to be 
offended with us, but whether it be a Principle 


ofthe DoCtrine of Chrift, an Oracle of God and 
of Divine Authority , Tradition of Men, 


(which we contend about) let our arguments be 


‘well weighed , and the Judicious and Jmpartial > 


Reader judge between us: here is nothing. offer- 


ed in this place by our Opponent that deferves 


any further Anfwer; ‘it calls more for Repre- 
henfion , then Confutation who feems more 


uncharitab!y fenforious then Mr. Danvers, who 


adventures to Charge his Brethren, with that 
which their Souls do moft abominate (v/z) 
tearing deviding,and rending the body of Chrift, 
and being guilty of Will-worfhip, nay under 
the dreadful 
God. | 

Thirdly , Whether weare gui'ty of Schifme, 


rending » and tearing the body of Chrift, or thofe 


who neglect his VVords or Foundation Princi- 
ple of his Doctrine (1 might fay reject it) is 
fully made manifeft in a late Book Intituled, The 
Searchers for Scbifwe Searched which hath not yet 
been anfwered. | 

' Fourthly, May not the Independant and others 
Charge you upon the sccount of Bapti‘me , with 
rending and tearing the body of Chrift, fince you 
deny Breaking of Bread withthem ; upon that 
Confideration as we do with you about Lay- 
ing on of-hands, a Principle of the fame nature 


and quality. Doth not Mr. Wills bring this In his tare 
Charge againft you, in much like words, as you oie r0 


~ 


or, Truth in its primitive purity, 


Curfe of Ading to the Word of 


| 
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fee lis noe; Not becan{e we pray for 4 


22; 78. 


indifferent , which we may-do, 00; 


and Caf 


Negatively, he his of 


ng upononr Brethren and Sifters, or for the 


up, or Laying on of 


foluce necefi Bot 
When Impofed as an 
4 beginning Dottrine, 
Member , of to fi 
Non communion , for rejeit- 
Principal, though not one word 
of Inftirution , Command, Precept, or Exampel 
for the fame; and that ander of receiving 
more of the Spirit of Chrift thereby, which ts a S pirst 
of Love, Meckne/s, ri There appears the {pirit 


‘Men: Cafes nt Coma 


well 


fonda spon Dass. 2. pad 12.23. 


‘Se 


93 
But Mr. Dasver:, page 51.52, 
4 gives us the ground of his Offence, and-prea Be, 
£ trouble of fpirit concerning the nature or manner 
4 of our afferting and maintaining of this Princi- 
ple ‘of ir 
Could we have fuch a liberty im our felves, 
as to make an holy Inftiturion of Chritt only 2 


~ Secondly, “Were it a true Charge he 
againft us, he would have caufe enough 
offended with us, but whether it be a Principle 


ofthé DoCirine of Chrift,an Oracleof'Godand  _—=s. 
‘of Divine Authority ; Tradition of Mem, 


(which we contend about) let our arguments be 


any forther Anfwer ; ‘it more for Repre- 
henfion , then Confutation ;'-who feems more. 
uncharitab!y fenforious ‘then Mr. Danvers, who 
adventures to ‘Charge his Brethren, with that 
which their Souls do moft 
tearing ,eviding,and rending the body of Chrift, 
and being puilty of Will-worfhip; nay under 


the dreadful Curfe of Ading to the Word of © 


God 


‘Thirdly, Whether weare guilty of Schifme, 


rending » and tearing the body of Chrift, or thofe 
who neglect his VVord, or Foundation Princi- 
ple of his Doctrine (1 might fay reject it > is 


fully made manifeft in alate Book Initituled, 


Searchers for Scbifae Searched which hath not yet 
~ Fourthly, “May not the Inde 
Charge you upon the ¢ccount of Bapti’‘me , with 
rending and tearing the body of Chrift, fince you 
deny Breaking of Bread with them; upon that 
Confideration as we do with you about Lay- 
ing on of-hands, a Principle of the fame nature 


and quality, Doth not Me. bring this tn his tae 


pendant andothets 


‘well Weighed, and the Judicious and Jmpartial?> © 
Reader judge between us: here isnothingoffer- = 
ed in this place’by our Opponent thatdeferves 


Charge againft you, in much like words, as you Aalwer 3 


: > 
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anfwered your felf in your late Reply to him, 


vers Book 
and Trach inclines to Piety, and Unity’: 
Chrift not voncly to promote Sanitification. bur to 
further Love and Peace, in the way of Righte. 
oufnefs and Truth. 
Why fhould Baprifm be efteemed the whole 
nag only vilible inlet into the vifible Church, 
but one of the Six Fundamental Prin- 
ates of Church Conftitution. Why fhould you 
have a greater efteem for one then for ane- 
ther Infticution: Did you fee Laying on of 
hands to be an Ordinance of the fame nature | 
and authority with Baptifme ; I would hope you 
would not be of the mind fome are of, { ’tis 
fadthing , when Perfons fhall make a Foun- 
- damental principle of Chriftian Religion, as an 
indiffefeat thing, ) I have and defire to have 
a tender love to all that love the Lord Jefus; 
_ yet-dare not violate that Holy Order he hath 
ft in. his Word; knowing how feverely he 
hath manifefted his difpleafure , as. the Scrip- 
ture fheweth, ch who have failed, or 
been negligent in: alfo I amfenfible what | 
the confequence of that Liberty fome Contend | 
‘for, may prove.to be in the end, | 
Fifthly, Now, notwithftanding we grant Bap- 
is an Initiating Ordinance, yet not, 
one. 


96 Darkue[s, and Confufion 
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mer Bookdo here. And truly, if I. mi 
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Truthin its primitive purity, oF 
There ave two Doors to be paffed through, 
hi {as faith a Learned Writer) ““bcfore we can come, * 
adyea , & intima Ecclesia penetralia (viz.) Bap- 
sifme , and Laying on of kands whereof tke lat- 
ter proper!) ; and immedsately admittance, 
Mr. Hanmors cites fome ancient Chriftians , An Exer- 
fpeaking thus: “‘ Confrmatione protinus datnelt P. 220 
**plena antboritas , Jus Corpers C wrifti fangus- 
omnibus Pidelibus communicade (that 


- is) Confirmation Impofition of hands) forrh- 
with giveth full authority, andrigtt of Commu- 
wion. the Body, and Bloodof Chri, Andin- 
»— another place faith the fame: Perfon: *‘ He rhat 
was not Confirmed , was not admitted tothe En- 
-Doubtlefs if the, Church of 7udes , that was | 
® firft planted in the order of the Gofpel, is to 
be followed; or if that which was'the way , and 
practife of fome ofthe Churches , wasthe pra- 
- Ctife , and order of every Church , then both 
thefe Ordinancés , as well as the other beginging 
Principles , mut precede, or are prerequilite to 
‘Church Comrhunton, and Fellowfhip. 
Bus doth not thu fireighten, aud narrow the 
rereft of fefias Cc bri ff, 
Danvers reply to Mr? wills , about Bap- 
-tifme , is‘a’wery good anfwer: (viz. ) “This . 
(faith he) is no other then Reformation in all. 
‘Ages (fince the Anrichriftian defection hath 
» “been charged with ) and particularly that Re-’ 
«‘ formation that hath been endeavoured in that 
“ other Ordinance of the Lords Supper; there- 
“fore do the Presbyterians cry out againft the. 
Inde- 


> 
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98 Darkne/s, and Confufion vanquifh 
Independents, for finful Schifme,, Fomentersofly - 
“ Faction, and narrowing of Chrifts Intereft,* 
‘in their refpective feparations , and Church} 
‘Communions, The fame dothe Prelases fay 
**to the Presbyrersansy And the very fame do the 
Papiftsfay tothe Epifcoparians . 
If Mr, D. in the work of Reformation doth ex. 
cel, or hath more light then fuch-he fpeaks of , in 
_refpect of Church Contftitution, & Communion, 
_andrefolves to purfue his work , notwithftanding 
the reproach hemeets with upon this Account, 
why fhould he blame us, who are according to 
our light , but alabouring after a pure , and per 
_fect Reformation ?, or doth he judge , he hath got 
to fuch a degree of knowledge, that he is perfect, 
and needs no more light , nor inftru¢ction , and 
that the laft ftone of Reformation,& Reftoration 
here is laid ,. becaufe Baprifme fhines forth in its 
purity, Holy could fay ( fuch was 
bishumility) x! bat knew nof,teacy thou me. 
And Appellos, though mighty in the Scriptures, 
_ could ftoop to the councel , and inftruction of 4- 
A&s and though much inferior to him, 
26. whotaug ot him the way of God more perfectly, | 
Ought not weto frand faft and bolt 
the Traditions which we have been taught, andis 
not this worthy of Commendation? what faith 
the Apoftle, 1 Cor, 11.2. Now J pzatle got 
that pou remember me tn ally 
thing, and keep the Ordinances as they were deli-@ 
‘ vercd unto you and are we not Commanded. 
withdraw from every Brother that walketh dfor- 
and not after the Traditions we have 
ceived. 


~ 
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‘ 
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-ceived, Belides we comfortably have Com- 


rch} 
fay 
the 


'-Inftirution of the Lotd Jefus Chrift , fince he 


felf) this truth of Impofition of hands’ from 


 ‘rodiments ,.or, beginning principles of his Do- 
-Gtrine; why fhould he be offended at us, for 


Truth in his primitive parity. 


munion with fuch that oppofe a holy Oracle , 
‘or Command of God? Nay, that render ir 
elfe then a Tradition.of Men, and an . 
_Aatichriftian forgerie , or innovation ; ought 
-not Communionto flow from Chriftian Union, 

efpecially inall fundamental principles of Church 
-Conttitution ?. o1ight we not in thefe things to be 
agrecd , before we can iman orderly way fit down a 

‘together? 
 Seventhly , Buttofay no more to this, I would 
‘ina friendly way caution Mr, Danvers , to take 

heed what he affirms, or fpeaks upon this ac- 
\count , I mean concerning us, and this facred 


feems fo dark , and «oudy in his underftanding, 
about thofe places of Holy Scripture , urged by 

us as the great warranty for our practife ; If 
-God hath hid (for reafons beft known to him- 


“his eyes , ashe hath the holy Ordinance of Bap- 
‘tifme , from the :/naependants and other Godly 
-Perfons; it will be his wifdom to forbear fuch 
reflections; let him not be angry , leaft it be- 
ing-found to be a truth of God, andheconfe- 
-quently.prove offended at Chrift himfelf, who 
-hath left this as. well as Baptifme , amongft the 


having equak love , and refpect to all the 
‘Commandements of the Lord Jefus? I would 
hope hehathreafon to judge, ’tis.from this ground 
we to earneftly coptend with him upon this ac- 
count, 4 Eight- 


D, 


bea 


Darkie/s, and Confufion d, 
Bightly, cannot but marvel, ‘that my Bro- 
fhould ‘call ‘Laying hands a Ducirine, 
Command , or Tradition of Men ; and rendit 
thofe who plead.for it, or-are in the practife 
‘thereof, to be guilty of adding to the words of 
‘God; yer dhe mean time can.re- 
etive fuch into Communion at theLords Table, 
“who are in the practife/ofit, and do vindicate 
appointment.of great 
; what uncharitable thoughts doth he 
‘tain of his Brethren? ‘and what gilt, upon this 
_Confideration he upon his ome 


"But let me clofe this wah. one Cautionary 
“word more ; fith he knows the Sin is as great eve- 
way, todiminifh from Gods word , as'tisto 
or add'to ity , leaft hebe 
found guilty therein. 
"Wee have ‘now trated Mr. D: quite thorow 
and have,bur little moretodos in page 3. he 
to remove , or anfwer:an Objection, that 
brought apaintt him from Ax:iguity ; 
As to though ‘tts 
‘erred wot only in'the fubjclt , bus in divers Cirtum- 
frances, of Impofition of bands, yet 
tn as mach as teere bath been all fuch a 
the thing it felf it makes.for its A- 
\and confirms our prattife thercin. 
Now ‘take ‘his ‘anfwer to dt > Jr deth not appear 
he) ‘tieas bath been born all 


along 


‘ 
¥ 
7} 
* 
° 
sa 
_* 
fa 
| 
A 
' 
, 
> 


ov! Kenshin ies primitive purity. 101 
therennto for Afr. Baxter 


ritics that are pretended to affets the fame in the firft 


Centuries , tobe fpurious ; and [up- 


po | 

condly , That pretence 
‘ton, witeout the Word of God to warrant it, can 
mever the of an) pra- 


may be usged from Antiquity , or is found in 
fobaint prefcriptions concerning this , or any 
other practife, it 


trolab e proof from Gods Word, to warrant, 
and eftablifh this Precept , that we never judged 
it worth our while , to fearch into Authors ton- 


cerning it ; neither fhould we. have cited any 
now , but that we have been put upon it byyyou: 


ingensossfly acknowleagere, 
that Juftin Martyr , Irenzus , in thofe 
‘pimes , are filent about it And shofe Autho- 


of Ancient preferip. 


fignifies juft nothing; provi- 
ded. the Word of God doth not witnefs to it: 
And truly we having fuch evident, and uncon- 


And as touching what you mention, concern- 


ing Mr. ingenious Confeffion , that 
fiin Martyr, and Jrenens, are both filent about 
it, lignifies in my weak underftanding very little; 


for firft we have nothing but Mr. Baxter: fay 
fo forit, and it may be he hath overlooked fome. 


places of thefe Authors, or probably hath not 
met with-all theirworks, 
Seconaly, fince their filence is all chat is 
soreteaiied', it can carry ‘no great force with it; 
muft we of neceffiry produce every one of the 


or 


‘We do fully vol with you (viz, ) what ever Antwner, 
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102 Darknefs, and Confulion vanguifh’ d, 
or elfe is all nothing that is brovght from Anti-.. 
quity in the Cafe? we have mentioned {everal 
Antient Waitnefles, and fome of the Second, 
and Third Centuries, which are neither fpu- 
rious , fuppofitious, fubborn Witnefles, nor | 
Knights of the Poft , though Mr. D. is pleafed fo 
And now to draw towards a Conc'ufion, we 
muft fay again, in oppofition to that whichis 
mentioned in page $4. there is more clear pre- 
cept , or word of Inftitution, for Impofition of 
hands on baptifed Believers as fuch , then can 
be urged for Impofition of hands upon Church 
I pare: Officers , or for the obfervation ef the firft day 
of the week , and feveralother things. 
Mr.p.  Butfince we have anfwered already elfe where, 
Jooksupon what he infifteth on here, I am not willing to 


toa ve trouble the Reader further with matter of this 


keep holy it | 
the firft We give Mr. D. nogroundto fay that (which 
of with an uncharitable Spirit of (viz) 
Reproach the wi/dom of Chrift , the 
of the Hely 4 we had 
bath, © ot 4 fwfficient direction therein, in parts of | 
Gedds worfhip. God forbid we fhould be guilty 
of fuch things ; Rome, and others, may here- 
in juftly be charged , but our Souls witnels , 
and teftifie againft it as abominable affertions. 
_ And that remarkable expreffion of Doctor 
Owens , as Mr. D. calls it , we can with all rea- 
dinefs , and in the fimplicity of our hearts clofe 
An with; and do jujge it not wnneceflary once | 
More to recite it > (wix,) This then shey ray 
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or, Truth; in its primitive purity, 103 

hold Communion with Clrift 

“they will admit*of nothing , -practife nothing Commu 

‘in the\worfhip of God , private or publick on with 

but they have his warrant for: for unle’s it 

comes in his name , with thus faiththeLord 

* Jefus , they will not hearan Angel from Hea: 

“ven; they knowthe Apoftles themfelves, were 

‘to teach the Saints only what Chrift com- 

manded them. 

- The Doctors rule is ever to be followed , the 

Lord open his own eyes;for how doth this clearly 

overthrow all his Arguments for his Babes Bap- 

tifme ,&c. But what injury dothitdous , who 

can’ fay » Thus faith the Lord Jefus ? ‘tis left on Heb.6.1,2 

record amongft the firft Prnciples , or s. #2. 

ments of his Doctrine ; tis a Command of God, 7438. 

if the Oracles of God be his Command , Heb. 58°" 3 » 

12. which fure none will deny ; fith the A- 

poftle Paul’, and Stephen ( a Man full of the Holy 

Spirit ) affirms them {o to be; and doth Mr. D, 

believe what the Dottor faith (viz) that the 

Apoftles were to teach the Saints nothing , but 

what Chrift commanded them, and that they 

were obedient , and faithful to their Lord, and 

Mafter. therein; Surely then he may. fee a Di- 

vine Inftitution for this practife; for was it not 

taught to the Hebrew Church, Heer: 5. 12. 

And did not. Peter , and fobs teach it to the Aas 3.17} 

Saints at Samaria? and Paxulto the Dilciples at A&s 19.6. 

Ephefus , andto Timothy ? and made them? 

If Laying on of hands were not anOreisance sf 


, ana of Divine Inftismtion (faith Mr. Black. notae op 
G 4 woo4) 


> are'cateful of pr Owens 
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Matthew weed) themehe Apofties in the administration 
Pag: 690 thercof, had pratts[ed will- worfbips Nay, which 
moore, bad left a rule of will worfeip wnto us; 
Heb. 6. 1. Bat ‘sis ablurd to think, thatorb 
Apoftle would do cither of thefe , therefore Lay. 
harbour any fuch the 
 blefled Apoftles: (viz. ) that they would de any 
thing in Chrifts‘mame without his warrant. If 
Man , faith Pasi, think himfelfto be Pro. 
pet, or Spiritual, let him acknow edge that 
s Cor, 14.the things I write unto you, are the Comman; 
37+ © dements of the Lord; comparé this with dom, 
For will not dare to {peak of any.of 
thofe things whith Chrift hath not wrought 
Byme, to make Gentiles. | 
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CHAR. VILE 


Woking and encour fog the the 


— 


fary to offcr two , or three Motives , to ftir 
up unto obedience :the hearts of fuch ; that de- 
fire to be found fincere followers of the Lord Je- 
 fus Chrift, and of the primitive Saints., and to 
walk in all the Commandements’ of the Lord 
blamelefly; and to confider , whether they do 
hor tye thort of their duty , and priviledge , 
whilft they oe the omiffion , or neglect 
of this precious Ordinance of 
of ha 
Brethren , Coufider that you have the holy a4 rive 4. 
_ Patrern, or Example of the precious Saints of 
old , co ftir you up; to make adiligent fearch 
in the Book of the Law of God, to find out 
whatfoever his mind , and wil) may be con- 
cerning you: Afid how glad wei the Childeen 
of //rael, when upén-enqviry they found-out 
that long negleéted of fitting in Nehemiah 
Booths in the Feaft of Tabernacles’; they did not 14, 
then contend again it, orraifeup 
faying it hath rot been done, for many ycars: 
Sawuel, David, Hestkiab., and fofiah , 


| 


Ply 
105 
> 
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406 Darkne/s, and Confufion vangnifo'd, 
and were very great Reformers in their days: 
And we have no immediate Vifion , or Miracu- 
fous appearance of God ,'to revive this Infti- 


| tution. 


but as they found it written they fet about the 
work, anv twas Great jéy They were 


We find nothing of this riature'Rumbled them; 


— mot like many Souls in our days, what Obje- 
_ tions do they make againft Baptifme , and 


Laying on of hands ? and fuch , and fuch emi- 


~ ment Men (‘fay they) fee it-not , practife it nor; 


"gis notan Inftitution of Jefus Chrift; ifit were) 


doubtlefs Mr. fuch'a one (a leatned Mini- 


Joh. 15 14 


Motive 3. 


fhall not be afhamed 
arefpecttoallthyCommandements. 


fter , and Brother, fuch a one would be for it as 


well asany: they are Men of greater light ,. and 


greater underftanding then you; &c. ‘Tis no 
marvel , they are thus beclouded , whilft their 
eyes are fixt on Men in this nature; and in- 
ftead of walking by the perfect light of Gods 


Word, they walk by the light of thofe that are 


fo imperfect , and fubject to go aftray. 


Motive 2, Confider that by an univerfal obedience to Je- 


fus Chrift , you will approve your felves to be 
his Difciples indeed, and to be part of the Rem- 
nant of the Womens Seed, Rev. 12.17. Yea 
hereby you will enter alfo into ftrong , and fweet 
bands of Alliar-e, and lafting friendfhip with 
the Lord Jefus: You are my Friends (faith he 

if you do whatloever command you ; 
alfo will add boldnef$ to the Saints; Then I 
ith David) whén I have 


_ Let the Confideration of the nature of the Or- 
 dinance 
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or, truth in its primitive purity, 107 


| dinance it felf , move you to confider your 


t faylt, and neyleci herein; ‘tis one of the 
ginning Principles of Chrifts Dotrine , as 
you defire that the Church , which you haye 
given up your felves, to walk in the order of 
the Gofpel with , being knit, and fitly framed 
together , may grow into a Holy Temple in 


the Lord: Be fure fee there is no defedt inthe 


foundation, take heed it wants not one. prin- 
ple Pillar; and let none prefume to {peak flight- 


“ingly of this Infticutiom’, Jeaft he provoke Je- 


fus Chrift thereby; did he command any thing 
in vain? and by the fame Argument alfo, you 
adventure to caft off, or difallow of this Prin- 
ciple; another may do fo by Baptifme, and 
confequently. by all the reft ; .and fo in time 
Gods Spiritual Houle may be made like unto 
the literal Temple, (viz. not have one ftone 
left upon another , which will not be thrown 


down, 


Confider that thofe bleffed , and glorious pro- Motive 4. 


mifes , which God hath made of giving the 
Comforter , the Spirit of truth , mich tbs 
cannot recetbe ‘tis entayled to the 
obedient Soul, if we will have the biefling, we 
muft be found in our duty; and how hath God 


~ crowned this fervice , as hath been fhewed with 


wonderful manifeftations thereof ; Nay, and 
confider what meafure foever God hath been 
pleafed to give thee ofhis Spirit, by waiting 
upon him in the ufe of other Ordinances; yet 
this Ordinance of Impofition of hands, Chrift — 
hath appointed as the @tnl&rp thereof (to 


_bap- 


yi 
- 


-veyance of it ; as I mighe lar | 
fpect of preaching the Word, Baptifine, che 


lar Inftitution , there is fome {pecial ; ani pe- 
culiar bleffing annexed and “tis ordgined 
Gods ordinary way for the procuring > OF CDNe 


Lords Supper, Church Cenfures ,&c. and the 


like alfo in this Laying on of hands 5 and thoupk 


is not tyedtothis, or that Ordinance® 


he hath ryed us to the exact obfervation of them; 
He may anticipate his 6wn order, and give us 
the Mercy promifed (in part) in fome other 


_ way s and yet ought not weto neglect , or flicht 


our duty , according to the direction of his 
Word, 


Becaufe I have obtained Faith in fome orher 


way , then Gods ufual, or common wey for | 


thebegetting of it , thall T not therefore hea the 


Word preached , for the further infuling . anc in- 


creafing of it inmy heart? Again becauc I have 


-Baptilme , before Baptifed , thall reyect that 


Aa&s 10, 


455 47° 


remifhion of Sins , and other bleffings, promi fe: in 


Ordinance ? Sure I am, Cornelius did not do 
fo. Andagain, I Spiritually , and by Faith do 
feed on Jefus Chrift, and receive his flefh which 


_ 4s meat-indeed , and his Blood which is drink in- 
deed , thall I therefore refufe the Ordinance of 
the Lords Supper, which is,appointed as the 

_. Miniftry of his Body , and Blood , God forbid ? 
fo. in like manner, Jet none neglect this 


Bppointment , notwithftanding whatfoever gift, 
or meafare of the Holy Spirit they havereceiv- 
“ed, fince it hath pleafed the wifdom of God to 


di- 


aptifed Believers as fuch;) to every partcu- 


gely fhew in 
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therefore makevute, of all means,,and particu- 


‘fo thou mai obrain fome 
_inceeate. of the Spirit of Ged, 


“ees of our underfiandings , we Cannot/er afar off ' 13,12, 


or, truth im its primitive parity. 109 
ret unto it, and hath left it imhisHoufe asa 1G, ¢,.9, 


Ps rpezual Minifization deftroy it not, for a 
i fing 1$ in ig...’ 


daly, Confider the ereat need haft of 5: Motive. 


the Holy Spirit, and of a further increafe . 
rhercof ; d prant thou haft received 
ready ; it none can favingly be- 
lieve, nor call Jcfus Lord, ) Yet there isa further 
promi made unto thee, asthou ama believer 
in Chrift and whatcan.a poor Saint do 
-wathout the Spirit? what Temptations doft thou 
with, Lufts, and. Corruptions ftill 
haft thou co mortify? andywhat outward Tri- 
be hati ons art thou ( who takeft ‘upon thee the 
pro effion of toe Gofpel ) expofed unto? Oh! 


darly which Gad injoyns upon thee., that 


| ly, Conlider the 6. Motive. 
worth and ulefulnefsiot the Holy.Spirit; O what 
Spiritual profit, and .dvantage do-the Saints of 
God ceceive hereby... 

 Firft, toe Holy, Spirit. that 1 Cor. 2. 


withoutour eyes arejanainsed with chis Eye falve 
and O we hereby fee .and-behold Ep 
in Jefus Chrift! Newere our Souls taken with in- 2 Cor. 3. 
wilible objets! and what an: empty and nothing 18. 
W oridis this! when we through the Pxo- 
Spe& Glals of the Spirit of God upon it. ) 
Seconaly Holy Spirit that revives and 6.63. 


us, vs tively in the of 
Righ te- 
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Thirdly, “Tis the Spirit tht we 

347. awe foould walk, yca and makes them Paths of pe 

and pleafantne/s unto our Soxls. "tis he that guides 

Joh. 14 26 ses inte all truth, and brings Chrifts words $0 omr 

remembrance. 

Fourthly, *Tis the Holy Spirit that 
Joh. 14.16 us when we are caft down , ‘tis from hence we 
26. receive all Heavenly © on(olation. 

Fifthly, *Tis the Holy Spirit makes us 

Heb. 4. 2. profit under the Word and means of Grace, ’tis 

3- that which maketh our Soulsto grow ard flourifh 
Courts of the’'Lords Houle. 

 Stxthly, the Spirit that helps us to pray, 

helps our infirmities, and teacheth us what to pray 

Rom.8. 26 for, and gives us acce/s at twe Throne of Grace; 


yea makes /nferceffion for us; with groanings shat 


cannot be uttered. 
Ron.8. 5 eventhly, ‘Tis by the Spirit we cry, Abba Fa. 
tg. 16. ther *tis that which bears wirne/s with our ipirits, 
Rom. 8 13 thar: we are the Children of God. 
'S:  Eightly, *Tis by the Holy Spirit we the 
Gal. 5.22. Dee of the body; ‘tisby that we live and: ftand, 
nd are. Confirmed in Chrift Jefus. and fanctified 
“throughout, | 
12. Tis from the Holy Spirit that all 
$- 8. 9 venly Grace and /pirirwal Gifts do flow; ’tis he 
that dewides to every Man fever ally As be 
- Tenthly,’Tis the Holy Spirit which is the Ear- 


Affurance of the Purchafed pomion unto our 


Souls. 


Eph. 1.13. Eleventh/y, "Tis he Holy spirit by which 


4 
‘a 


or, Truthin iss primitive purity? 
{ealed to the day of Redemption. 
7 welfrbly, *Tis by the Spirit that we are made 
‘ftrong , and are enabled to overcome allEne- ~*~ 
mies, and fhall be helped to Triumph over 
Death: ‘tis by the Spirit we know when ourCol. 1, 11, 
earthly Houfe is diffolved we have a building of 2 COF-5-1. 
God, not made with hands, Eternal inthe) 
Heavens. Thefe things confidered, let none *”” 


blame us that we fo earneftly Contend for the 
) Holy Ordinance of Prayer with Impofition of 
f ©§ Hands, in which God hath promiied, and fo 4& 8.17. 
fweetly communicated , as through’a Conduit », 
Pipe, fuch bleffed Water of Life unto our3, ~~ 
Souls, Shall it not trouble our Spirits , when Heb, 5.12. 
Perfons do labour to take away the Childrens 
Bread from them, or fpill any of their {weet 
and Heavenly Milk upon the ground ? 
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% Candid Account of 


and Confifion Va 


GHA 
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Mr. Danvers Conclu- 
Rar fon, tr? 


| Hus you have a. 


eppoftion the Co 


Contlafion of thi 


Eader , Thou haft 
had a faichfulsand 


 thevifes growls, and prions 


grelt sof of Com tthe rife, growth, & pro- 


Laying on grels,of this holy though 


of bandas from the beg 


ntemned > Ordinance 


ning to thie day , (among | of lmpolition of hands, 


all that bave owned ss ) | fr 


with the Authorities up- 
on which it ‘hath been 
found, and impofeds to- 
gether witha genusne Ex- 
amination of the gromnds, 
and reafons each party 
have given to juStifie the 
fame: And may we not 
upon thefe whole , fairly 
Come to the following Con- 
clafions Viz, 


‘from the beginning of 
the Gofpel Miniftration 


to this day ; and howaf- 


ferted amongft many 


Perfwafions,, with the 
Authorities upon which | 


it hath been enjoin- 
ed; er with the 
‘grounds given by An- 


cient & Modern j- 


ters , to juftifiete: And 


may come tothefe fol- 


|lowing Conclufions ; 
| (viz.) By 


F irft, 


ncléfion of 
riz 


impartial Accoynt: of 


from the whole we alfo’ 


¢ 
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Firfh, That there 


wot appear to bethe 

4 Seripiure precepts, ier 
prattsce for any {uch Or+ 
dinance of Confirmat 
On, Or An smpofing of 
bdnds upen all ibe -bapte- 
zed before they break, 
bread, or are admitted 
ixto Church 


2dly .That the 
ces produced to preve jit. 
an Apoftolical Tradition 
are impious lies and for 
gers. 
3dly. That the 
 shorities by which it hath 
been heretofore enjoyned, 
were nothing but Anti- 
chriftian Canons and de 
| 


agthly. That the maft| 


witneffes and 
Confeffors that oppofed 
the Ants-chriftian 
ions, and innovations 
have all along witne ffid 


aud smpugnid | 


of soufirmation( viz) 


(82) 


vers asfuch! ‘before 


( 


| times, ‘have bern 


~ 


Fost, dork’ 
appear 280) full and 
ample precept and prav® 
tice from’ he Seripture 
for thie’ Ordinance ‘of 
impofirion ot bands up? 
on all baptized’ Belie 


mitted writo the L 
Tables 
ftances produced to 
prove it: afi Apoftolical 
Tradirien or Inftitution 
are the ‘pious fayings, 
and weriiten*verities of 
Chrifts Difciples. 
‘gdly, That the au- 
thorities: by which it 
was at firft enjoyned 
were noneelfefave preat 
Jehovah, Father , Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 
4thly. Thatmany e- 
minent Writers both — 
ancient and ‘of latter 
theiy 


witnefs for ir, 
which’ are 
worthy be ‘minded 


the Novatians, Dona- 


fs, 


4 


and is alfo commended © 


y 
; 
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? 
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silts, Waldlenfes, sane! confideration of 

jected Infants, and im: 

All: which are brated telievers Bap, 

fe viens confi- | cifn; yec do oppofe. 
deration of fober that is @f che 

téans,and | tame natuie with it; and 
pecially ‘reconimen- | annexed to it with thefe 
ded wie baving, following coternati- 
rijetted lufanis anit wi-|\ 
braced beluegrers bapes/m F ir ff, That it is mof 
da yet Chave se this | maniieft that 
ice with. thefe-fol-| Popes Countels, and 
lowing ebfervarions',9i.| Fathers, thai have cot! 
Pink, That moft 
manife ft that tbefe Popes \ c 


rupted. pellmed , and 
ed the holy Ordis 
Coun fels and of ani 
ned andthe Lords Supper did 
tmpofed S[prink: | alfo change, alter, and 
lag cr 4 Saghament, or | corrupt this of impofitr 
an of Chrift | on of Hands. 
bie aifc} 2dly, bet. though 
as fuch,. prmeiple. Arpu- 
The the mentsthat che Church 
cipal that {ot Reme, and ochers— 
press nded who have dsunk of she 
ungéd |Whares cup do bring 
and pleaded for defend called 
aifo, (Riz). Apefeolses! ‘confirmation. ixhysaane 
ana: pritende | Veadition.and sa: 
‘and confer from 
quences, 


’ 
* 
| 


\ 


the Sttipture, et thiet® 
‘is plain Scriptures 
prooftfor che holy In- 
Mtitution of Impofitien — 
| of hands upon baptized 
ig 
many 
| ppe-| godly perfons in feve- 
fed thas alfo. falages have oppofed 
that 14a: bande upon, 
account than 


Coumtry own uch a prine 


[Nation havedone, (no, 


tifa, and not otherwife, 
forme: tte. this: ‘any: i 
Nation in: shefe late), Cherch iri any 
or: Countrey , 

suilnfticution: of Jefus : 4 
Ghrift.nor everwrit a- 
; E it, asfome in thie 
H brethren a 


nreiy had at fir®, or -have 


Holy and and 


ar 


Lord 


faith, be’ if this 
| befonovel a thing antongft- the- Baptifts , how 
came thofe im this: 


‘fo to and 
practice i itas hachibeenafferted, 


May ir notes well be fo 
(asthe Church ‘of Rome, and England, nay Prefe 
and forme of the Independant: fay it 1s) 
came iin this Country 
contrary to almoft all C es whether Latine 
Greek Churches, or, Since ‘iis manifeft that 
the'dipping believérs!isas novel almoft, it being 
‘years before impofition 
oad Nation. 
if he would be informed how his 
ching he relis it (thong hof more then ‘fixteen 
hundred years fhénding) ¢ came to be received and 
phahieed sn: tell him, it come 
light of the Gofpel 
thasGed in hath affegded te this 
Netion, 


to be received and practiced . ; 
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Nation, which he has nos done in fucha 
Magner tomany.befides it : God gradmally 
covers himfelfand the bleffed, ordinances 
order of his houfe among us, And is Rood. 
Argument orexception againft, rhis — 
becanie the holy primitive ufe and 
it has bur of late ries been found out amongft. us. 
inthis Country, fure am this he muft reject, or, 
he will hurt himfelf in other cafes,alas we are yet. 
but acoming out of Babylen,. 
And now as.touching the Narrative he gives of, 
one Mr, Cornwell (a greater afferter of laying on. 
inthe Spwtle in Londen, 1646. 
2. whence he did infer (as he. A4r.D, 
fays) shat thofethat were mot under this principle, would make 
were not Babes in Clorift, nay bad communion mith the werld be- 
Ged, ee.) Tamnot able to {peak to the tranfacti- was the 
ORs Or ement of thofe affairs, aoris Mr. wry 
D, himfelf upon his. own knowledge, ’tis evident 7+/¢ or begin- 
by his writing, he makes report of it avhe recei-7*7¢ of thie 
ved_it frem another Perfon,.and fome things as practice ia 
rouching matter of. fact, which he afferts (1 am this Nation, 
informed by one that was allo an eye and car + 
wirnefs) is true, and fome things falfe. However 


it was, | fhall leave it te fuch whom it more efpe- 
1 cially concerns, who: happily, as occafien may 
reaiter, may {peak particularly to it, 


But fheuld we what he fays to be true, 


au 


| 
| 
| 


that Brother, 6r Bréchrenshe tif 


tn the cafe, it feem# | 
tethen anf | 


Thould be fo 
ort charge all che | 
Isxpofition of hands | 
frailties,and wnwartantable feve- 


ftpations that are under 


were not privy to itino, norarcef the | 
opinion( if all thar is faid of chem -betruc)Be- 
fides he is the more re be blamed tecaufe he feems 
to take it for granted that, that which he {peaks 
yoy Mr. Cornwelt,and of that Meeting was 
the Gepinniig of the prattice of impoficion of 
in Nation” (and as if there was 


 « wor Brethren onder rhe: prattice of 


“ay cote ander che 


Fam informed by an eminent 


Fefore that time from whom orhers rective 
practice thereof, bux that all 

r Perfon, or cites) is utterly — 
. denyed, for chete was mote then one Church be 


fore that rime inthe practice of ix Nay; andes 


whohad 
a ‘ult ¢ pfshar bufinels thofe very 


their frechrén! wlio tere hardned ‘and believed 
mot bit Tpakeé evil of this appointment before the 

“it was dottrine of Devils, 
oe") thorly 'sfter: joyned themidves 
Congregation that were before them 
inthe pra ‘ti ¢ -hereof and one with a Congrege: 


OF thole perions, fince fo many Brethren and 


J 
| 
3 
7 
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4 


nien with, would you 


own wetds;wpot theaccount of theattings 


nottabes it Chri, sor have communien 


1 


¢ about ché tithe water 
ers;was on foot 


or bropghi thefe’ latter times’ tito 
that fore people who watked ‘with ; 


dunt Congregation fhedtd be cotiyincéd ‘of | 
duryin baptifm: and thr and is. 
in their 
ith commu- 
ati- 
th 36 bt ant As 
2 feparacian the Chueh upon it which 4 


weaknels 


feparation from the pedgle 


Sir we are fenlible ‘tis poffible for good Mento 
g of others, 
fhould we our Opponent , 

wiles ou kriow I am 
that mind (not none ‘us that | know of)to 
chisie all fuch ,who throug ignorance lye fhort 
of dury concerhing im of hands, 


with God,we utterly difownfuch conclufions, to 
shrink that adoption, aod comiamunion with God. 
depends upon acy external et done ; ; Men may 


need sor tell you 
and ifsour 


brethren 


5 
] 
? 


it, we 

4.communioen with 

external done, 

a. Seriprure 

of ley 


that faith T 
your brethren 
eid 


#1. 4 

fh is nos 
their 


tion, 


N 


fepe 


| 
Print la-, 
ipn.Was no Schifm, 
brethren, 
ration upon the 
— 
If 
for, it.» this 


pag 

a God. Leper np 

ye de hE 
Commandneg' 4 and keene 

3 
q | 


a 


} 


elfe have res yet refuted. 


| 105 
faid to difprove it , Yor that (eset upon the 
account <=" this holy inftitutien has been afferted 


‘lawful in Print by Mr. Griffith, Mr. Rider and — 
othets you can’t be ignorant, which nor. 


Bat as concerning this feperation (fo 
termed) you fay you hear fome of have 
lately had their convictions as to “plead rctorma- 


tion therein with their brethren, who you mean 


_ iknow not, - but fad it is, that men fhould decline 
_ ih their teftimeny,and make a fundamental princi- 


own underftandings is fo little better then a meét 
nullicry. Sure lam what fach do with one hand, 
they undo with another, and I expect to hear_ of 
_ their ftepping one ftep lower, e’re it be long, for I 
perceive werethe bounds of their Communion 
wil fort rime center, if they recover not them. 
‘felves from whence tbey are fallen, But truly I 


amv fariffied theday is near when light fhall fo 


break forth» that all'the darknefs and error of fuch’ 
bitter oppofirion a an ordipance ofthe Lord 
Tefus, fhall be totally vanquifhed , and the earth- 
fhall be fo enlightned witht the glory of God,and 
‘truth fo, break forth out of obfcurity, that divifi- 
_ on, and all difcord fhall ceafe, thet we fhall all 

‘ ferve the Lord with one confent , which is the 
-breathings and longings of our Souls, however we 
be ‘reprefented andfencured by our brethren, 


ple of Chrifts doctrine yea, that which in theif 


j 
+ 
f 
4 » 
. 
5 
J 
>» 
> 
e 
« 
*, 
. 
4 
a 
4 


F Mr. or ‘fhonld 
upoa chéeméelves concerned to mike 
_faccher reply co what bas been 
in the defcace and. vindication of chis 
Ordinasce, it is defired chat Ke “would make 

ye perc ot nis to an(wer thofe o- 
ther Books formerly written upon the fame 
account inthe proof htrcof, or elfe 
Mall jadge he does fcaree. she parc 
ofthis work, Buc_we hops ke, and they 
will bs becter ds “al 


4 


4 
a 


ve 
\ 


10, fer tor. fee, p, 21. 14. for imitating x, 


for fomme. fum, p. 70. 1,'22. for foand r. found, 


— 


Fader, by reafonthe Authott | 


| ons would not permit him to attend 
_ the Prefs, there has many faules 
| efcaped, fome of which to the 


fpoiling of the fence. as alfo many ftops are mif- 
placed, which as thou meereft with them, thou art 


delired to amend with thy Pen , fome of them 


ar¢heremarked. 
| Page 4. line 33- for proved read proceed, p.tr. 
29. for the r. my, P. 12. I, 5. add to ail p- 18, 


imitation, p, 28, 31. blet out (the) I. 33. blot 
out (the) p: 33.1. 5. for fure’r. fave p. 37-4. this 
only asthe chiefthing, p. 44 1. 15. for itis r.is its 
p. 43. 1.30. blot out (to) p.66.1.7, blot out (and) 
p. 6g. inthe Margent for meer r, meet, p. 68.129 


76,1. 11. tor very'r. the, p. 81.1. 9. r: flightir, 
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Cornbill, 
W Arwiththe Devils’ Or theoYoung" 
Mans Conflit with the Powers 
Darkaeft. Ina Dialogue, difcovering the 
corruption and vanity ot Youth, the hortie 
ble natnre of Sin, and deplorable cendition 
of fail.n Man; alfoa Definition, Power, 
 @ndRule ef Confcience, and the true Na- 
of sgpe Converfion. To which is ad. | 
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betwe nan Old Apoftate, znd a Young Pro- 
 teflor, pric: boand 1s. 
Aparable of dir ém of Heaven, 
being an Expofitionof the firft thirteen vere. 
ot the Chapter of atatthew, By 
Han, Kuowls, in O&avo, price'bound 
Levetothe Life, or fome Medications 
loving and wafhingia che blood of , 
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